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ATY the many hiſtories, as well antient 
as modern, which have in former times 
borrowed our Engliih phraſe to ſpeak withal, 
this, gentle reader, of VALENTINE and OxsO, 
fons to the Emperor of Greece, craves a free 
paſſage of thy acceptance, conſidering the wor- 
thineſs and variety of the ſtory. It is decked 
with many fair models and lively pictures, all 
pertinent and agreeable to the ſubject of the 
hiſtory, which I have cauſed to be new cut. 
Here may the princely mind ſee his own mo- 
del; the knightly tilter his martial atchieve- 
ments; and the amorous lady her dulcet paſ- 
fages of love. Here is the true form of tour- 
naments deſcribed ; and between knight and 
knight are here moſt lively combats portray ed, 
to the great entertainment of the reader. Here- 
in is alſo contained the true difference be- 
twixt art and nature; for in Valentine is com- 
prehended the education of art, and in Orſon 


the true working of nature; for being both one 
Emperor's ſons, the one brought up in a prince's 
palace, the other among ſavage beaſts, now {| 
makes the current paſs with more admiration ' 


to the reader. Mark but the carriage of the 
wild Orſon, and you ſhall find that nature 
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vi. TO THE READER. 


hath a being above art ; but yet nature bettered 
by art hath more noble working. The hiſ- 
tory here written was tranſlated out of French 
into Engliſh, above two hundred years ago, 
by one Henry Watſon, and afterwards was by 
him corrected, and put into a more eaſy ſtyle: 
fince that it hath paſſed through very many 
editions; nevertheleſs, it hath for ſome time 
been out of print; and it was not till after 
long and diligent ſearch that I procured a true 
copy in order to furniſh the world with the 
preſent new edition, which I have much im- 
proved and now publiſhed, gentle reader, for 
thy benefit ; therefore accept of this my coſt 
and pains, who had rather prove a loſer, than 
ſo worthy a ftory as this is ſhould lie in ob- 
ſcurity. If you deſue to read of the cares and 
troubles of Kings ; the battles of martial cham- 
pions ; courtly tournaments and combats of 
princes; the travels of knight adventurers ; 
the ſorrows of diſtreſſed ladies; ſtrange births, 
and ſavage educations ; of friends long loſt, and 
their joyful meeting again ; of charms and en- 
chantments; of the rewards of traytors and 
treaſons ; of long captivities and impriſon- 
ments, —here they are. And fo, gentle reader, 
wiſhing thee much pleaſure in the peruſal, I 
take my leave, 
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how he gave his Sifter Belliſant in Marriage to 
Alexander, Emperor of Conſtantinople. 
E find it fet down in antient chronicles, 
that the thrice noble and valiant Pepin, 
ſome time King of France, took to wife Bertha, 
who was deſcended of royal race, and was exceed- 
ingly fair and wiſe, but wonderouſly cumbered 
with many troubles. The chief inſtrument of 
miſchief towards this Queen was a curſed 
eld woman, who firſt of all brought her into diſ- 
grace with the King her huſband, and then to be 
quite baniſhed his bed, while ſhe, in a cunning 
manner, introduced a da ghter of her own in the 
good Queen's ſtead. This old woman having thus 


brought her treachery to effect, (for her daughter 


ſomewhat reſembled Bertha,) it fo came to paſs, 
that King Pepin had two fons by this maiden, to 
wit, Haufray and Henry, both which ſons wick. 
edly cauſed the Quten Bertha to be utrerly 


baniſhed, when ſhe paſſe] a great part of her 


days 
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days in abundance of ſorrow : at laſt, however, 
ſhe began to receive comfort again; for, at the 
earneſt requeſt of divers great peers and lords of 
France, this good _— began to find fayour 
with the King her huſband, who, diſcovering the 
treachery the wicked old woman had plotted a- 
gainſt her, much bewailed the miſeries ſhe had 
endured, and with great honour and triumph re- 
cerved her again; and being thus reſtored to her 
bed, ſhe in ſhort time conceived, and bare unto 
the King a goodly ſon, called Charlemain the 
Puiſſant. 

Now this King Pepin had a ſiſter named Belli- 
ſant, poſſeſſſe d — wit, beauty, and all the 
amiable endowments of nature, which cauſed her 
brother's affe&icn mightily to appear, and fo 
ſpread her fame abroad, that Alexander, Emperor 
of Conitantinople, was much enflamed with the 
love of her, and came into France, accompanied 
by a gallant troop of bis nobility, to aſk her in 
marriage. King Pepin — * this ſudden, 
but joyful news, made great preparations in his 
court for entertaining this noble Emperor, and 
went with all his train to meet and conduct him to 
the Court of France, where fair Belliſant was, and 
where they ſpent their time in joy and triumph. 

This intended marriaye being once publicly 
known among the inhabitants, joy began to ſhew 
itſelf on every fide ; and when the time appointed 
came, theſe two were ef; auſed in all honour be- 
fitting their eſtates. The marriage feaſt laſted Þ 
long; but at laſt, being ended, the Emperor (aſ- 
fiſted by all his worthy train) made preparation to 
take leave of his new brother-in-law, and take 
their v ay towards Conſtantinople, with his fair 
Empreſs Belliſant. Being all mounted W 

ack, 
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vever, 


at the | back, King Pepin alſo ſet forward with his brother, 
rds of to bring him on his way, attended on every ſide 
favour | with lords, ladies, and many other gallants of the 
ng the court; and they that could not find legs to 

ted a- I found eyes to weep for the departure of their E. 
e had lady and miſtreſs. Theſe mighty princes came 
ph re- | Pear to à port of the ſea, whereat they muſt nes 
to her part; there taking leave of each other, the Em- 
> unto | perot: yielded King _— worthy thanks for bis 
in the | -quiedr-and generous conſent, in giving him bis fair 
fiſtes Bellifant, At which words of che Emperor 
| Belli- } unto King Pepin, the King embraced him in his 
all the arms; ſaying, My right loving lord and brother, 
ſed her I have not received you according as your fiate 
and fo {| required, and therefore there belongeth ſmall 
mperor thanks to me ; but from me innumerable, in that 
ith the | you have been pleaſed to take my filler for your 


her in continued berwixt as. King Pepin then turned 
ſudden, | himſelf to bis fiſter, and in this manner” took his 
in his leave: Fair fifter, (quoth be,) think no of 


br, and | France, but remember that you are re to a 
him to ebantry of better conditions : alſo let your beha- 
viour be ſuch, that I, the reſt of your friends, 
and the whole company of — | 

in you. Be you governed by t 


his fair 
n horie- 
Lack, 
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with tears and fighs, the paſſage of her tongue 
was utterly ſtopt. Then all the lords and ladies 
2 — —— of each other: and all duties of 

King Pepin returned to France, 
ICIS by this time being -upon the 
= had wind and tide at ſuch advantage, that 
within ort ſpace, he, with all bis train, arrived 
in ſaſety at Conſlantinople ; where, at. their 
landing, they were all received with t joy, 
| honour, and triumph. But mark, not long after- 
wards, e joys and triumphs were ccnverted 
into mobrnings, lamentations, and tears, ſor the 
poor Lady Bellifant, who, by treaſon and falſe ac- 
cuſations, So” and r a6 —— 


will appear. 


J 


"CHAP. u. 0 


his Lord and Maſter, in 

32 ; and what Evil followed 1 
Arch Prieſ, having received a Repulſe, to love 

bis. own _ prafliſed 6— PR 


cent Lady. 
rern in w 
the Emperor put ſuch truſt, 


| great . DS; 
with the tea nouns dome uno him, bein excellec 
all mortal creatures, inordinate defire prevailed 
with him fo far, —— as * > 


' Hep the dich. -Prigh of Conltentinonie Javeyed 


fair lad 
fend the 
anſwer, 


arth, a 
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his way, only fit time and ity to ſettle 
this his determination: at laſt, eſpying her alt 
alone in her chamber, the Arch-prieft came in and 
ſat down by her, and began to behold her with a 
ſmiling countenance, in all which the 2 
truſted nothing, for ſhe very well knew'the 
between him — the Emperor, and his 
ty in the family. But there is never more d 
like to enſue, han when one-of the ſame 25 
intendeth treaſon. At laſt, after many fc 
of wantonneſs, he began winner * Ent 
thoughts in this manner: $ 
Right dear and ſovereign Lady, 1 am your . 
vant and chaplain; therefore | beſeech you not 
to ſtop your ears, but rather ſet them open 
hear my words, eſpecially for. that I am burnt 
up in affection towards you. Know, therefore, my 
| Fredoubted lady, that the beauty of your admira-, 

| burayed] ble hath even raviſhed my ſpirits, broken. 
ing Love BY t, confounded my ſenſes, and quite be-1 
— reft me of all reſt; both ty night and day, inſo- 
+, to ve] much that my only requeſt and prayers unto the? 
the in- Gods is even this, that they would fo enchant that, | 
| heart of yours, that you would at length gi 

oo {conſent unto me your vaſlal, that I mi = 

1 fo fer. {2*1y ſerve you, but alſo delight you in all plea; 
andlſures. If, lady, you caſt me off, by denying 2155 
Ituit, I can: look for nothing but preſens death. 
Bim fol Alas f fair lady, von are renowned in all the, _ 
his brin- >1fts of nature, fair; amiable, courteoue, Sar Bi 
ty 


„% OS. 


ights un 


———— and alſo youthful; be not then the cauſe that 

' favours, mould bazard my life by loſing your love. But. 

fair lady, perhaps will ſay, how dare you of 

— 1 2 ao- 
fend the Gods in this unlawful act? To this, 

anſwer, I am one of the vicars of the Gods vpe 

arth, and therefore it wholly reſts in my powe f 
| | te 


— 
his 
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bold, ſaw- 

could 

ng in this 

rieſt began 

effect what he had deter- 


Yet 
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mſelf u 
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- wherefore, as 


d as you have 
houſe, it i 


new nothi 
perſon : therefo 


k 
t, the Arch-p 


ge hi 


he accordin 


mind 
he deviſed to reven 


neſs 


ad 


ve the reputation of his for- 
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of any man; and. as, by the way of confeffon, 1 
came * the light . 3 ought nor 
will reveal the name of him that thus uſur ps your 
bed; let i: ſuffice, there is not a more unclean 
and laſcivious woman liveth in your court or king- 
dom. My advize therefore is, to be wary of your 
perſon, and correct this her folly, but yet mildly 
and wiſely, always with the preſervation ef your 
honour : for will it not be a among 
the princes of the earth, that you, having taken 
a wife, fiſter to a great King, one who for her 
beauty is incomparable, her wiſdom is not to be 

ralleled by any Lady on earth, and ſhe to prove 

ſe to your bed; and what is ſtill worſe, one 
who daily defireth your death. Oh my heart 


grieves to think on it! 

The Emperor, having heard this long accuſa- 
tion, little miſtruſted the treachery of the Arch- 
prieſt, and gave credit to all his fair but falſe 
words, and therewith became extreme penſive and 
fad, that his truſt in his beauteous love had been 
thus abuſed. He reſtrained a while his paſſions, 
wakening revenge. At length, upon a day, entering 
into the chamber of Belliſant, without ſpeaking 
one word, in a moſt fierce, rude, and unmannerly 
order, Ee took the fair lady by the hair of the 
head, and dragged her about the chamber, throw- 
ing her on the in ſuch a horrid manner, 
that the blood eared her face in moſt inhu- 
man fort. She, receiving from her Lord ſuch 
barbarous treatment, cried out in a lamentable 
manner, Alas! my dear Lord, what moveth you 
to this unwelcome outrage ? I call the Gods to 
witneſs, I never did any thing in my life agai 
your honour. The Emperor replied, Thou whore, 
Jam too well informed of thy proceedings; and 
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curſed be the day that ever I ſaw thy deceitful 
face; and therewithal, daſhing her head againit 
the ground, be left her ſpeechleſs, inſomuch that 
all the damfels her attendants thought ſhe had 
been quite bereft of life. Upon this, there aroſe 
wp in the courr a moſt pitiful outcry, which the 
counſeliors and other atter.dants hearing, ran ſpee- 
dily to the chamber,” where they found this [::y 
in a trance; at which diſaſter all were amazed, 
and ſome ran to take ap the dead body of the 
— while others too them ry L. to 
e Emperor to appeaſe his rage, and id unto 
trim as followeth gy dread er ien what 
may be the cauſe of your ſudden paſſion in deli- 
vering unto danger of death your noble lady ?—a 
lady modeſt, chaſte, and beloved by all, and in 
whom was never ſeen the leaſt ſpark of diſhonour 
either towards yourſelf, or any in your empire : 
wherefore our requeſt unto you is, that you would 
moderate your wrong-conceived anger againſt her. 
The Emperor, nothing for all this relenting, an- 
ſwered, Speak no more; for I know, I ſee, I hear 
how cunningly ſhe bath deluded me, and am fully 
* to deliver her over to death; and him or 
thoſe who ſhall hereunto gainſay, 1 ſhall make 
partake in death with this wicked and ciſloyal 
itrumper. 

Theſe words were no ſooner uttered, than up 
roſe a courageous baron, who ſpoke unto the Em- 
peror after this manner : Right worthy Sir, I be- 
leech you to conſider that your noble wife is great 
with child; wherefore it is doubly cruel to fnice 
and wound her in the manner you have juſt now 
done. But, as a matter which demands your ſe- 
rious regard in another light, I could wiſh vo. t» 
be well adviſed beſore you proceed further againſt 

B 2 this 
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this lady, feciog that the is Slicer ws the 


King Pepin, of France, who, when he ſhall hear 


of tae wrongs done her, will not fail to muſter 
Lis men of war, and ſuddenly wreak his ven- 
geance on our town, wives, and children, for theſe 
mercileſs deeds towards his dear ſiſter. 

The worthy baron here ended his ſpeech ; and 
the lady, being by this time recovered ſomewhat 
from her ſwoon, feel upon her knees, and in tears 
addreſſed the Emperor in the following words: 
Alas ! my Lord, take pity on your innocent lady, 
who never ſo much 2s thought evil either againſt 
your perſon or dignity. Yet, my Lord, tho your 
com paſſion be quite extinct for me, pity your child 
with which 1 am now pregnant, — let me be 
„ in ſome _— till che time cf its birth: 

„if your an not, canuot be appeaſed, 
do with me wha plea th you ; but oh ! fave the 


But all this moved nothing the hard-hearted 
Emperor, who, bewitched as he was with the in- 
Gdious tale of the Arch-prieft, furiouſly broke out 
thus: Thou falſe trumpet, the child thou 
withal is to me no joy, but rather great diſh:nour, 
in that thou haſt made another partner in thy love; 
and thy diſſolute life hath made an eternal ſepara- 
tion between us. 

The courtiers, perceiving nothin could mitigate 
the Emperor's rage, removed — of his pre- 
ſence, and ſhewed her all the kindneſs 
the ladies fetching water and waſhing her bloody 
face, and adminiſtering cordials to revive her ſpi- 
rits. Being thus in another room, in comes her 
ſervant Blandiman, who, beholding her in this 
agonizing fituation, could not forbear exclaiming, 
(with tears trickling down bis face for very pity,) 


3 


Ah, mad 
and wiſh 
who hat 
take con 
J will « 
King Pi 
perion. 
for if ye 
in the e. 
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out of 1 
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Ah, madam, I ſee you are traitorouſly dealt with, 
and wiſh the curſe of the gods to light on him 
who hath cauſed your miſery : but, gentle lady, 
take comfort; for if you will be ruled by me, 
I will conduct you back to your good brother 
King Pepin, who gave me to attend your fweet 
perion. O my innocent lady, follo» my counſel; 
tor if you ſtay, the Emperor's wrath will atſurccly 
in the end bring you to a ſhameful death. Here. 
unto the ſorrowful lady made this reply: Ah, Elan- 
diman, I know thy faithful ſervic-s towards me, 
but muſt not follow thy advice. If I ſhould ſteal 
out of this country privately, it would argue me 
guilty of all the infamy the Emperor throweth 
upon me. Believe me, ſervant, I had rather die 
the moſt cruel death, than bear the blame of that 
whereof I am innocent. 

By this time th: Emperor, through the means 
of the Lords and Barons, began to alter his pur- 
poſe of putting his fair lady to death, out of fear 
of the puiſſance of her brother King Pepin; aud 
cauſing her to be again brought before him, he 
thus denounced her doom: Thou falte and accurt:. 
ed woman, by whom my honour is brought in 
queſtion, I yow. were it not for thy brother, the 
valiant Pepin, King of France, J would make 
thee fry in the fire, as an example to all perſidi- 
ous ladies, but for his ſake | ſpare thy life : never- 
theleſs, I baniſh thee out of my country and em- 
pire, expreſsly commanding that to-morrow thou 
depart out of this city, never more to return, on 
pain of ſuffering death in all, extremity. Alf! 
ſtrictly forbid all perſons from aiding or ac- 
companying you, fave vour ſervant Biandiman, 

you brought with you from France. And 


ſo get thee preſently out of my ght; for thou 


ſhal; never more fleep in my boſom, 
5 B 3 Sentence 
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Sentence being thus pronounced againſ the Em- 
preſs Belliſant, ſhe and her ſervant Blandiman 
ſpeedily haſted to horſe, As ſhe gue — 
the city towards one of the gates, ſhe was met by 
great multitudes of people of all degrees, la- 
menting the loſs of fo good an Empreſs ; and 
when ſhe came to the uttermoſ part, even ready to 


© out of the gates, there was fuch a lamentable 


ling of mcurnful voices, that the like before 
was never heard in the city of Conftantinople. 
When ſhe was out of the walls, and juſt entered 
into the wild fields, ſhe began to fall into a fit of 
bitter weeping, io ſee how [hamefully and diſho- 
nourably ſhe was uſed, ſhe being innocent. Alas ! 
gried the, in what unhappy hour was I born, to 
fall from fo high an eftate to fo low a condition of 
poverty as I am now in! Woe is me, the unhap- 
pie ſt amongſt women! Now all my joys are fled, 
my laughter is turned into weeping, my ſongs 
into fighs; inſtead of cloth of gold, wherewith 
1 was wont to be cloathed, now 1 am glad of all 
manner of mean attire ; my precious ſtones of in- 
eſtimable value are all taken from me, and pearts 
of tears ſtand all over my 7 Ah! 
brother, what ſhouldſt thou do 

wight to thy fiſter? It had been better I had ne- 
ver been born, than that I ſhould ſuch a 


ſain to thy princely family. As was thus 


complaining, the anguiſh of her heart threw her 
into a fwoon, and would have fallen of her 
horſe, but ber ſervant dexteroufly caught hold of 
her, and uſed the ſpeedieſt means for her recovery; 
and, ar laſt, being come to herſelf again, he ſaid 
unto her, Alas, madam, be not difcomforted, nei- 
ther let deſpair fo far ſeize upon you, but truſt to 


the Gods, who will keep and defend you; = 


my 
with ſuch a woeful . 


grerrrrf 


— 
* 
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they are ready to aid and aſſiſt the innocent. Hav- 
thus ſpoken, he efpied a fountain, towards 
which he ET WR Wy WEN 
come thereunto, he fat her down thereby, to 


CEA F 


How the Arch-Prieſt put on the Habit of a 2 
at Arms, and, being well-mounted, followed the | 
preſs Belliſant. How Bellifant, in ber Baniſoment, 
was delivered of two fair Sons in the Wood, whoſe 
Names were Valentine and Orfon ; and bow foe 
loſt them. 


HE Arch-prieft, now wrought the 
baniſhment of fair Bellifant, thought he 
ſhould ſurely accompliſh his defire ; wherefore in 
all haſte, he changed his white rocket into a coat 
of ſteel, and begirt unto him a ford; and being 
thus accoutred, he preſently mounted on a inilk- 
white ſteed, and rode after her with all expedition, 
enquiring of all he met which way the Lady Bel- 
tifant had taken. After a few hours riding at 
laſt he came to a foreſt, GE IS 

was riding along, caſting his eye afide, he ſpi 
the — her ſervant Blandiman, fitting by 
the fountain, lamenting her miſerable fortunes ; 
Blandiman ufing all the means he cou'd to com- 
fort her. Now, though this falfe Prieft knew her 
to be the Empreſs, yet, by reaſon of his difguiſe, 
ſhe did not imagine him to be the Arch-prieſt, ber 
enemy, till coming nearer to her, ſhe was ſtruck 
with a ſadden fear, and ſpoke to her fervant thus : 
Alas, quoth ſhe, I ſuſpect this to be the Arch- 
prĩeſt that's coming towards us, of whom I am 
exceedingly fearful, leſt he come to do me further 
villainy. 
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villainy.. Lady, faid Blandiman, baniſh fear, for 
if he come after us to do you further harm, I will 
encounter him body to body, as long as life lafteth. 
By this time that they had ended their ſpeech to 
each other, the Arch-prieſt was ready to alight 
off his horſe to ſalute the lady with a courteous 
behaviour ; aud when he had made himſelf known 
unto her, he began to ay unto her after tris 
manner: 

Right dear lady, and our late honoured Em- 
preſs, ſince we Am is ſo pitiful, as to ſuffer ba- 
niſhment by ſentence given againſt thee by the 
Emperor, know this, that, if thou wilt give me 
entertainment in thy love, Iwill bring it to paſs 
that the Emperor ſhall recal thee from baniſkmenc, 
and make thy greatneſs ſhine more bright thin 
ever. And in ſpeaking theſe words, he bended 
his body to the lady, thinking to have kiſſcd her; 
but Blandiman perceiving his intent, ſuddenly 
ſtarted between them, and gave the Arch-prieft 
ſuch a ſtroke, that he felled him to the earth, and 
broke out one of his teeth: the Prieſt recovering 
himſelf, took to his ſword, which Blandiman per- 
ceiving, took a glave that he had about him; 
whereupon grew a fore and dangerous. fight be- 
tween them, till at laſt a merchant coming by 
that way, cried out with a loud voice,. Lords, 
leave off, and ſhew-the cauſe of this. your va- 
mance, and I will endeavour to end this contro- 
verſy, Sir, quoth Blandiman, let us firſt try cur 
right by our weapons, and afterwards we will be 
ruled by words. But the poor lady began to tell 
the merchant as followeth: Alas! Sir, quoth ſhe, 
11 you ever pitied woman, pity my caſe ; for this 
man whom you ſee armed, is the falſe and trait orous 
Arch- prieſt that hath made the ſeparation between 


me 
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and receiving y | 
ring his aid from Blandiman, he took his leave. | 
per- dimas again fet the Lady upon ber horſe, 26d 
um ; himſelf on his ; ſo they came to an 
be- inn, where they took lodging, and ſtaid eight days, 
by during which time her ſervant Blandiman was reco- 
ds, | vered of his wounds. They then ſet forward towards 
Va» France; the ſtill — and comp 

1tro- in this manner: Mandi man, what will my 
Cur brother and the peers of France think of 1 
| be | when they ſhall underſtand that 1 am 
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me Gods. In fuch fort of difcourſes they paſſed. 
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As ſoon as the Arch-prieſt had heard 
merchant ſaid, he forſook. his combat, 
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into France, and paſſing by Orleans, they took 
their way towards Paris, where King Pepin refided. 
So entering into # foreſt near unto Orleans, Belli- 
fant, (as you have heard,) being with child, was 
fuddenly overtaken therein, and the time of her 
delivery being come, cauſed her to ſorſake her 
horſe, and complain to her fervant in this man- 
ner: Alas! quoth the, help! help I fay tolay me 
down ſoftly under vonder tree; and when 
F am laid, make hafte 42 me the aid of 
women, whereſoever thou canſt get any. for | can 
go no farther, my pains ſo much increaſe upon 
me. Blandiman, her fervant, did as ſhe com- 
manded ; but fearing he ſhould not find the place 
in, he ſet a ſpecial mark, that he might come 
readier to her: and fo taking his horſe, he 
rode forth ſwiftly to ſeek ſome women to help his 
diſtreſſed lady. He being gone, the lady was left 
comfortleſs, all alone, without ſuccour of any 
creature; and at laſt ſhe was delivered of two 
fair ſons in this deſolate foreſt. Theſe were no 
ſooner come into the world than, the mother ly- 
ing upon the earth under the tree, and her two- 
children by her, ſuddenly came a buge bear, and 


* 


ey took 
re ſided. 
s, Belli- 
id, was 
+ of her 
ke her 


VALENTINE AND ORSON. 23 

took up one of the infants in her mouth, and with 
pace  haſted into the thickeſt part of the 
oreſt : this ſtrange and unlooked-for accident 
frighted the diſtreſſed lady to the ſoul, fo that ſhe 
cried out moſt lamentably, 


g 
foreſt in which his baniſhed was juſt deliver- 
ed of her dwo children. Now, as the King 


— 


the other ſon of Belliſant; and thereupon he faid 
to his attendants, My Lords, by the appointment of 
the gods, ſee, I have here found a child! Royal 

| Sir, 
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Sir, anſwered Bey, you ay truth. Well, ſaid the 
ang, It 1 gut at m charge, and 
uſed as if it were my —— call- 
IS © „ he ſaid, Here, take thou 
this infant, carry it to Orleans, fee it baptiſed, 
{eg a good nurſe for it, 7 it want no- 
appertaining thereunto ; Ki 
ſuſpecting the child was his ＋ 
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withal he commanded all his train to return back 
again to Faris; and ſo, without aſking any more 
queſtions, King Pepin turned his horie's head, 
and with a heavy heert, for the ſhameful crime of 
his fiſter (as he ſuppoſed), wlom he had loved 
above all the world, went back towards Orleans. 
When Blandiman perceived the anger of the King 
to be thus excited, he durit relate no farther news 
of the lady Belliſant; but took his way towards 
the tree where he lately left her in grcat pain of 
child-birth. Being come thither, he could neither 
ſee nor bear any thing of her; at which being 
ſurpriſed, he tied his horſe to a thorn-tree, and 
began to make a clole ſearch, aud, at laſt, he 
eſpied her lying flat upon the earth, in a manner 
ſpeechleſs, for grief that ſhe had loft her child, 
which the bear had taken away. Blandiman, over- 
joyed to find his loſt miſtreſs, kindly embraced 
her, and taking her up in his arms from the cold 
earth, ſet her upon ber feet, ſaying, Alas! dear 
Lady, how happened you to ftray fo far from the 
place I left you in? | 
The Lady, looking upon him with a ghaſtly 
countenance, replied thus: Ah, Blandiman ! my 
diſtreſſes daily increaſ: upon me; for you was no 
ſooner gone to get me ſome help of women- kind, 
than | was delivered of two babes, when a ravenous 
bear from the foreſt aſſailed me, and took one of 
them away; I, although weak, making wht ſhift 
I was able, followed the beaſt, thinking to have 
recovered my loſs : but all in vain; I could not 
over ake the bear, nor, for want of ſtrength, get 
back again to the tree where | left my other in- 
fant. Your other infant! quoth Blandimand ; why, 
' I myſelf but lately came from the tiee, ard am 
well aſſured that no infant is there. How! re- 


C turned 


25 THE FAMOUS HISTORY OF 


turned the Lady, no child under the tre:! With Jverfities 
theſe words ſhe funk down in a ſwoon; at which JEmpero! 
Bland:iman fell into briniſh tear- for ſorrow. At laſt II Go? 
his Lady coming a little to herſelf, he led her to- way inte 
wards the tree, wberefom when ſhe faw the other land fave 
child was gone, who can expreſs the grief this Jangry b 
Lady endured ! Alas, quoth ſhe, can there be in leave off 
the world a more deſolate wretch ? en every ſide fidelity 
encompaſſed with grief, and unſupportable fur- your fer 
rows. Oh! Epe or, by evil courfel halt thou freplied 
plunged me int» this diſtreſs ; but I call all the Fadventu 
gods to witneſ:, that I was never faulty to thee Jexpoſle | 
in any point. Alas! alas! ſceing all theſe miſe- 
ries are like to lie upon my heart, cone, Death, ard 
finiſh my ſorrows. Blandimand, who was ear-wit- 
neſs to all theſe piteous plaints, comfor'ed, in the 
beit manner he could, her dying (ſpirits, by in'reat- 70 
ing that ſhe weuld give over moa ing, and be ake 1 
herſelf t) her feet. She gave conſent, and he, with { while b 
the woman he had brought with Ein, came irtoa | her ca- 
neighbouring village, where they lodged and nou- cave th 
riſned the Empreſs, till ſhe h:d partly recovered } whom { 
her ftrength, and in ſome mezfure lulled her miſe- 
ries.— Then Blandi>man began to tell his Lady the 
following relation : Moſt honoured Lady, it was 
my chance {in ſecking you in the woods) to meet 
wi:h your Lrother King Pepin, who demanded of 
me what tidings? But his brows were bent, and 
full of anger againf you ; wherefore my advice is, 
that you make not towards him: for upon further 
queſtions demanded, and anſwered, as foon as he 
heard that the Emperor had exiled you, he gave 
credit that yours was the fault; and therefore he 
lavs all the blame on you, O! quoth the Lady, 
full of tears, now what I moft feared i come to 
paſs ; and I well perceive that I am beſet with ad- 
verſities 
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verſities on every fide. Well, my comfort is, the 
Emperor hath exiled me unjuſtly. But, what ſhall 
I do? I will never return to Paris, but take my 
way into ſome remote land, for it is better to fly 
and fave my life, than to fall into the hands of an 
angry brother. Blandiman anſwering, ſaid, Lady, 
leave off your tears, and be aſſured of my conſtant 
fidelity ; here I offer myſelf, life and all, to be at 
your ſervice, go whither you pleaſe, Why then, 
replied the Lady, let us reſolve upon ſome ſtrange 
adventure; and therewithal they pafled forth to 
expoſe themſelves to future dangers. 


| oF & yz V8 4 & 


Of the Bear that tec axvay one of the Children. 


TOW the Bear (as you heard before) that had 
carried away one of the chilcren, all this 


her cave, which was dark and obſcure. In this 
cave the old bear had four young ones, amongſt 


whom ſhe laid the child to be devoured. But mark 


28 THE FAMOUS HISTORY OF 


what happened, the young bears did it no harm, 
but with their rough paws flroked it ſoftly ; and 
the old bear, perceiving they did not devour it, 
ſhewed a beariſh kind of favour towards it, info- 


much that ſhe kept it, and gave it ſuck among 


her young ones, the ſpace of a year. This child, 
from the kind of nouriſhment it received, became 
rough all over like a beaſt ; and as he grew in 
ſtrength, began to range up and down the woods, 
and when he met with ober beaſt, would ſmite 
them, and got ſuch maſtery over them, that they 
began to ſhun the place wherein he came. This 
beaft-l:ke life he paſſed fifreen years, growing up 
to ſuch ſtrength, that ſcarce any man or beaſt dare 


ſtir abroad, left he ſhould put them io death. He 
was called Orſon, becauſe a bear had been his 


noſe, and alſo becauſe, he was grown rough like a 


dear. The renown of this wild man ſpread ſo far 


abroad, over all the realm of France, that the peo- 
ple of the country round about hunted him, but 


Y 


Paſſed through them all, ſnapping them in pieces, 
All the time he abode in the foreſt, he neither 
t, nor had any kind of ſpeech. 


ant, called Ferragus. Every ſhip that paſſed by this 
——— to pay tribute to this giant, which he 
i went daily to receive. Accordingly com- 

| iog 


evailed not; for he feared no weapons, but 


ing intc 
ſervant 
Belliſan 
his wife 
Blandit 
dad © 
lence, 
wife, v 
lady. 
often 1 
her twe 
ceiving 
co id, 


ö 


no harm, 
tly ; and 
vour it, 
it, info- 
; among 
s Child, 
became 
grew in 
woods, 
d ſmite 
at they 
 Thas 
ing up 
aft dare 


VALENTINE AND ORSON. 29 


ing into the ſhip, wherein Lady Belliſant and her 
ſervant was, aud caſting his eyes about, he eſpied 
Bel'ifant, whom he kindly led into the caftle to 
his wife; for he was married to a beaut ful lady. 
Blandiman a'fo followed his Lady, tho gh in great 
drgad of the giant; but he did not offer any vio- 
lence, but courteouſly preſent d B-llifant to his 
wife, who was joyful at the fight of ſo beautiful a 
lady. During her abode in the caftle, Beliifaar 
often ſhed tears, when ſhe though: of the loſs of 
her two children; which the lady of the caſtle per- 
ceieing, comiorted her in the beſt manner the 
co id, and ever placed her near her own perſon, 

for ſhe took great delight in her company. 


C H A P. V. 


How, by the Counſel of the Arch-priefl, neu#Cnftoms” 
and T axations were rai/ed in the City Conſtan- 
tinople ; and how the Treaſon came to light. How 
the Emgeror, by the Advice of his Nobility, ſent 
Var King Pepin, to ſee the Combat fought between 
the Arch. prieſt and the Merchant. 


HE Emperor, having ſhamefully expelled 
| Bellifant his wife, often of the 
fat; and would have recalled her, but for the 
curſed counſel of the Arch-prieſt, to whoſe words 
he gave ſuch credit, that whatever he ſpoke, was 
as an oracle in his ears, infomuch that every 
thing he commanded was effected. At laſt, having 
en all power and authority in his hands, he 
to enhance the cuſtoms and taxes of the city 
of Conſtantinople; which truck to the very hearts 
ef the inhabitants. It happened, that, according 
to yearly cuſtom, there was held a great mart 
the city, whereunto reſorted many people, 
C 3 cially 
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cially merchants. The Emperor gave the charge 
thereof to this Arch-prieft, who accordingly pro- 
vided two hundred armed men to guard bis own 
perſon. Now it clanced. that among the reſt © 
thoſe that fold wares, was the merciant (of whom 
you heard before that came ring by the wey 
where Blandiman and the Arch-prieſt were fi, ht- 
ing. The Areh-pricſ ſeeing the merchant, pre- 
ſently knew him, but took no notice of him; for 
he was fearful, leſt ail his viileny ſhould ceme to 


light: yet being much troubled a! the pre ence of 


the merchant, he wiſhed his de:th, znd would cer- 
tainly have effected the fame, had he not fared 
ſome great tumult would ariſe thereby. But mark 


what followed: the merchant was furniſhed with 
very coſtly wares, as cloth of gold, filver, filc, Ac. 
whereby he reccived great wealth, a: d took more 


mcney than anv five merchanis beſide. The fair 
being ended, the A:ch-prieft ſent forth kis officers 
to receive his duties. One came uno this mer- 
chant, and ſaid, Sir, you muſt pay ten pence for 
every pound that you have taken, for ſo it is or- 
dered by the great officer to whom it belongs. 
The merchant hereat being angry, ſaid, Curſed be 
that diſloyal Arch- prieſt, for he is the only cauſe 
of theſe new-raiſed exactions! It had been better 
for us, if he had long ſince had his deſert, and w th 
ſhame and infamy had ended his days. At which 
reproachful words againſt the Arch-prieft, the of- 
cer took his ſtaff, and ſmote the merchant on the 


head, fo that preſently the blood guſhed out. The 


merchant, ſeing the blood run about his ears, 


drew his ſword, and ſtruck fo hard upon the offi- | 


cer, that he laid him at his feet for dead. Upon 
this, there aroſe a great outcry throughout the fair, 


inſomuch that the reſt of the officer, coming up 
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to help their fellow, ſeized the merchant, and 
brought him before the Arch-pricſt. The Arch- 
prie't, glad of this opportunity, would fuddenly 
have put him to death; but the merchant appealed 
to juit'ce, to have his cauſe tried by lw. The 
Arch-prieſt, ho ever, fent him away to the Empe- 
ror, for nothing could fatisfy him but his life: 
but in ſeeking the life of the merchant, he pur- 
chaſed his own death, as hereafter tollowerh. he 
merchant was brought into the Empe or's palace, 
where he in perſon fat as judge; the Arch-prieſt 
brought his advocate to plead his cauſe, which in 
ſubſtance was this: That the merchant had com- 
mitted murder; and alſo had fook-n cpprobrious 
words againſt the ſaid Arch-prieit. Fereupon the 
merchant fell on his knees before the Emperor, 
ſaying, Moſt excellent Prince, deiga to give me au- 
dience be fore theſe your nobles, and I thall unfold 
a matter that touches your perſon, even in the 
highelt degree of treafon. Say „, as the Em- 
ror. 'Then, mighty Emperor, 1 would advile you 
ro make faſt the gates round about your palace, 
that none depart from this place. This being done, 
the merchant proceeded with a loud voice, thus : 
Hear, all ye valiant Lords, Barons, and Knights; 
for the time is come that the treaſon of the curſed 
Arch-prieft will now te revealed. O mighty Em- 
peror, this curſed man, the Arch-prieſt whom you 
have ever nouriſhed, and brought to great honour, 
hath deceived your truſt; for it is he that hath 
wrought all the diſcord betwixt you and your vir- 
tuous Lady, whom you have baniſhed from your 
bed, court, and country. It was his part, moſt of 


any, to have advanced your renown, and preferred 
your honour; but, contrary, he hath made my 
dread Lord infamous by his wicked projects, and 
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brought upon you great ſcandal among all nations; 
for he ſecretly made love to the Empreſs : but ſhe 
denying him, ard there being no way to accom- 
pliſn his defire, it drove kim into a thouſand fears, 
leit this his diſioyal act ſhould come to light; and 
thus he deviſed to fallify unto your cars her fde- 
lity to your bed: of all which his accuſations, I 
ſay here before you, and all vour Lords and Barons, 
tha he lieth like a tra tor; and for the further 
proof of what 1 have ſaid, I will here unfold 
the truth of What my eyes were witneſſes to. After 
the baniſhment of the Empreſs, as I was ridin 
about my buſineſs, | chanced to travel through a 
wood, and eſpyed this treacherous prieft, tranſ- 
formed out of the habit of his prieſthood into the 
ſhape of a knight, armed at all points ready for 
combat with the enemy. Drawing nearer, I be- 
held him in fight with another man unarmed, 
which at laſt I found to be Blandiman, ſervant to 
the banithed | ady, who conducted her in her exile, 
I, ſeeing they encountered one another moſt fierce- 
95 began to call unto them to give over their 
ght; but they little regarded what I faid. Then 
I 2328 the Lady piteouſly weeping, who, at 
laſt, ſaid unto me thus: Gentle merchant, and kind 
friend, lend me thy aid againft this treacherous 
Arch- prieſt, that ſeeketh by force to rob me of 
mine honour. This is he, who hath cauſed my 
baniſhment from my Emperor's bed and country. 
With that I put ſpurs to my horſe, and ran to ſe- 
ate them; which the Arch-prieft pereciving, 
denly fled into the wood, being fully aſſured I 
had the knowledge who he was. Noble Emperor, 
it had been my part to have revealed this long be- 
fore, but : durſt not open my mouth unto you, for 
fear his greatneſs ſhould have outſwayed my truth, 
and have brought myſelf to an untimely _ 
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The Emperor having heard- this tale, fell into 
tears, and turning to the Arch prieſt, he ſaid, 
Ah! thou falſe ſervant, have | ever ſtudied to exalt 
thee to high dignities, and haſt thou requated all 
my love and truſt with diiloyalty and treafons ? 
Well, thou haſt made me of all men moſt unbap- 
Py : but it is not fo much thy fault as mine own z 
in an evil hour I gave credit to thy falfe tongue, 
and thereby deſerve to carry the brand of my own 
folly. The Arch-prieſt, hearing the King thus ex- 
aſperated, began to entreat his Highweis not to give 
credit to 2 tale of the merchant; ror, 
quoth he, he belieth me, and 1 am no way 
puilty oi that whereof he accuſeth me. Thou 
ieſt, quoth the merchant, thou canſt not e:cuſe 
thyſelf in what I have charged thee withal: and if 
thou ſtill deny it, I challenge thee by ſingle com- 
bat to maintain the truth; and hereunto 1 throw 
down my gage. The Emperor, fecing the mer- 
chant reſolute to ſtand to the trial of the comba 
ſaid, Arch-prieſt, it is time that thou either acquit 
thy ſelf by anſwering this challenge, or yield thy- 
ſelf guilty of what Fach been laid to thy charge. 
The Arch-priett replicd, Mighty Emperor, I muſt 
let vou Mderſtand. that to anſwer the merchant's 
challenge, or take up arms, is contrary to my place 
and calling; for I am a ſacred prelate of the church, 
and therefore may refuſc to fight. Nay, quoth the 
Emperor, in this caſe no excule is to be admitted; 
but you muſt either fight, or yield yourſelf a trai- 
tor to our crown and dignity. At theſe words the 
Arch prieſt was troubled in mind, but was fain to 
accept of the combat, becauſe the Emp ror preſſed 
him ſoclof.ly. So the Emperor commanded them. 
both to ſafe ing, till ſuch time as he had ſent 
letters to acquaint 2 Pepin of France » 

C 5; | 
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The day of combat being appointed, and the 
field prepared, tidings came to the Emperor, that 
King Pepin was come to Rome, to the aid of the 
Pope againſt the infidels. The Emperor hearing 


thereof, diſpatched Embaſſadors thither, with or- 


ders to bring King Pepin to Conſtantinople, mean- 
ing thereby to make him an eye-witneſs of this 
combat, which was to prove the Arch-p-ieſt a 
traitor, and to hold the Emperor excuſed, in that 
he had, by his falſe accuſations, baniſhed his Em- 
preſs. The Embaſſadors being arrived at Rome, 
found Pepia there, who gave them entertainment 
according to their ſeveral de,rees ; all which be- 
ing done, the Embaſſadors preſented to him let- 
ters from Alexander, Emperor of Conſtantinople. 
King Pepin took the letters graciouſly, and read 
them; and having thoroughly confidered the con- 
tents, ſaid, My Lords, the Emperor greets me 
well, and ſends me word that my fiſter Belliſant, 
his betrothed wife, hath been by him wrongfully 


baniſhed, by reaſon of a faiſe Arch-prieſt, unto | 


whom he gave too much truſt, which Prieſt is ac- 
cuſed by a merchant, and for trial of the truth 
of this his accuſation, will put himſelf in jeopardy 
of life, by fiogle combat in open field, body to 


body, with him. Now I vow by the honour of 


my crown, that, if the Emperor be found o have 


offered this indignity without juſt cauſe, i will be 
avenged of him in the ſe.ereſt manner that wer 


can carry on againſt him. Having ended his 


ſpeech unto his Lords, in preſence of the Embaſ- + 
ſadors, he commanded with ipeed, that every man 
ſhould prepare himſelf to accompany him to ſce 
the fight between the merchant and the Arch-pri: it 
at Couſtantinople ; where, after a few days travel, 
he ſafely arrived. As he approached, the Emperor 
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commanded all the bells to be rung, and mounting 
a horſe, richly capariſoned, marched out of the 
city, to welcome him. When they met, the Em- 
peror, overcome with ſorrow and tears at the re- 
mem brance of Bellifant, could not utter a word. 
On the other fide, Pepin, doubtiul whether his 
filter was innocent or guilty, gave no reſpect to the 
Emperor's teare, but began to ſa ute him in this man- 
ner: Empe or, quoth he, leave off your lamenta- 
tions; for he that has a harlot to his wife, I ac- 
count him mad to grieve for her miibehaviour: 
and fince my filter hath proved ſuch a one, let her 
take carc of herſelf; ſhe is not worthy of fo much 
as one tear from an eye of Majeſty, Nay, nay, 
faid the Emperor, I ſpeak not evil againſt your 
ſiſter; for 1 am fully perſuaded, ſhe is compoſed 
of all virtue and honeſty, and that, againit all 
equity, | have baniſhed her out of my country. 
Think you fo? quoth King Pepin, then you are 
worthy of double ſhame, and do ſhew unto the 
world your weakneſs, wien, by the report of one 
man, you would with ſuch rigour proceed againſt 
an innocent lady, and (like a harlot throw her 
into baniſhment, ſhame, and diikonour, being of 
the Blood-roval of Fance. The Emperor hear- 
ing the King to be fo bitter againſt him, was very 
forrowtul, and ſaid unto him, las l my Lord, do 
not thus upbraid me, but rather turn your tongue 
upon ſom: milder ſaying ; for I have ſent for you, 
that yourſelf may be witneſs of the event. Tis 
true, quoth King Pepin, but what you ſay now is 
ail too late; for you have baniſhed my fifter to the 
world's infamy, and for ought I know) to death 
itſelf Renown, once loſt, is never to be recover- 
ed. How litrle you have eſteemed the honour of 
my kingly office, judge you, when firſt without 

C6 deliberation, 


* 2 
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deliberation, and next without any knowled 
given me, you proceeded ſo karſhly againſt my 
filter? Whilſt theſe words paſſcd betwixt them, 
they were now entered Conſtantinople, where with 
great joy and glacneſs they were received by the 
inhabitants. The Emperor cauſed many gifts and 
preſents to be offered to King Pepin ; but he diſ- 
Cainfully rejected them, — of nothing but 
the diſhonour done unto his fifter. 


C WA ©» Tk 


Hew the Merchant and High-prieft encountered, at the 
Place appeinted, about the clearing the Lady Belli- 
lant, aud what a glorious Vitory did betide the 
Merchant, How K ng Pepin, after the Combat, 


returned into France; and afierwards jailed to 


Rome, te fight the Saracens that had Jurprized 
the City. | 


Tu day appointed for the combat between 


the Arch-prieſt and the Merchant being ar- 


rived, the Arch-prieſt, armed in a moſt ſumptuous 
armour imboſs'd with gold and pearl, dazzling 
the eyes of the beholders, came forth into the 
field, and took the place hy him at the end 
of the liit. The Emperor, beholding the glorious 
new that the Arch-prieſt made, called forth the 
M-rchant, cauſed him to kneel down, and in the 
preſence of the afſembly dubbed him Knight; 
then commanded that a moſt rich armour ſhould 
be put upon him, in the preſence of King Pepin ; 
and during the time he was arming, promiſed, if 
he overcame the Arch-prieft, to advance him to 
high authority. Theſe two adverſaries, havin 

each his blazon about his neck, mounted their 
horfes, when the Emperor gave ſtrict charge * 
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U his officers of arms, to have a ſpecial upon 
he Arch-prieſt, for fear, on a ſ»dden, he ſhould 
n away. The Merchant's ſword "_ girt to 
im, he entered the liſt firſt, followed by a vaſt | 
oncourſe of people. Then came the Arch-prieft, . 
companied with nobles and knights of great ho- | 
our and dignity. The combatants being thus 
ady to charge one another ; King Pepin callefl 
wt aloud unto the Merchant, f:ying, My friend! 
he gods give thee the victory exaint this traitor! 1 
dw before this afſemby (fo l may find the 
anocence of my fiſter Belliſant) that I will take 
hee into France, and make thee companion with 
he beſt of my kingdom. The Merchant with 
many thanks, faid, Dread King, I doubt not this 
night to make the Prief confeſs, that he hath 
reacherouſly ſought the deſtruction of your fiſter. 
hen came a herald, adminiftering to them an 
dath; and ſo clearing the liſts, left the champions 
to their fortunes. Now the marſhals of the field 
p- i drought each of the combatants a ſpear, which 
1ous they no ſooner had received, than they put ſpurs 
ling to their horſes, and ran with ſuch violence toge- 
the ther, that their ſpears were broken to their hands; 
end then, in another courſe, charged each other with 
ious their ſwords, with ſuch violence, that they re- 0 
the bounded from their armour to the ground, cuttin 1 
the off whole quarters of their corflets. The Arch- 
ht; prieic finding himſelf ſo ſtiffy matched, gave ovet 
uld the fight, till towards the evening; for ſuch was 
in ; the cultom of the country, that in any challenged | 
b if combat, either party might refuſe to follow the a 
to fight io eagerly as not to have a breathing time, 
ing fo that one of the combatants was vanquiſſied be- 
1eir fore ſun-ſet, or elſe conſented to abide the ſentence 
nto | of death: hereby the Arch. prieſt thought to weary 
out 
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1 


out his antagoniſt. However, at the next rencon- by which 


tre, the Merchant fo redoubled his ſtrokes, that 
he ſmote off one of his ears, and his ſteel haber- 


geon ; but with the violence of the blow, the 
Merchant's ſword fell from his hands ; which the 
Arch-prieit ſeeing, put ſpurs to his horſe, and 
Charged him with ſuch force, that he ran againſt 
the Me:chant's horſe, and thruſt out one of his 
eyes. Ihe horſe, feeling himſelf hurt, ran up 2rd 
down as mad, leaping and curvetting fo furiouſly, 
that he unhorſed his rider; and fo hard was the 
fortune of the Merchant, that in bis fall bis foor 


hung in the ſtirrup, uv hereby he was brought into 


great danger, the horſe hurrying him along the 


all this time that the Merchant was dragged up and 


down the ficld, the 4 rch-prie'i culd not force | 


his horſe to come up to the Merchant, but fled 
to and fro, whereby the Arch- prieſt could not 
make a prey up n him, as he intended to do. 


field. Now that whi h was moſt miraculous, was, 


But ſee, at the laſt, the Merchant's horſe fell down, 
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 rencon-Sby which means he freed his leg from the ſtirrup, 
ces, that and got upon his feet like a valiant and hardy 


haber 


was the 
is foot 
17 into 


nz the 


„ Was, 


champion ; and, having recovered a little breath, 
he ſubtlely gave a freſh aſſault upon the Arch- 
prieſt, againit whom he ſtruck with ſuch violence, 
that the ſword fell out of his hand; but he firſt ſo 
wounded him that the blood ran through his ar- 
mour upon the earth. 'l his ſo euraged the Prieſt, 
that he turned his horſe upon the Merchant, thinking 
to over-run him; but the Merchant obſerving his 
drift, drew a long knife, and plunging it into the 
belly of the horſe, the creature began to fling and 
leap to ſuch a degree that the Prieſt was in danger 
of being unhorſed, and iiriving to ſave himſelf, he 
dropped his ſhield ; which the Merchant baftily 
caught up and threw away, and made again 
towards his horſe, and ſm te him in the bel- 
ly with his ſword, which brought the horſe and 
rider to the ground. The Prieſt being thus un- 
bor ſed, was very nimble to recover ; but the Mer- 
chant gave him a blow that laid him flat again 
upon the ground, and leaping on him, pulled off 
his helmet in order to ſmite off his head. The 
Arch- prieſt, ſeeing himſelf in ſuch danger, ſaid 
thas, Alas! my friend, | pray thee give me leave 
to confeſs, for | yield myſelf vanquiihed. The Mer. 
chant hereat was very courteous, and granted him 
his deſire. But the Prieſt had no ſ0ner got on 
his feet, than claſping the Merchant in his arms, 
he threw him on the ground, and leaping upon him 
in moſt ſudden outrage, (aid, I have now the ad- 
vantage, and from my hands thou ſhalt not eſca 

with Ife, if what l ſhall command thee thou doſt 
not effect Ah! replied the Merchant, haſt thou thus 
betrayed me? Wel, let me know what it is thou 
commandeſt, and fo thou ſave my life, I will glad- 


ly do it. Then, ſaid the Arch- prieſt, Go with me 
| bef, 
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before the Emperor, and King Pepin; and there 
openly in the hearing of all men, teſtify, that thou 
falſly haſt accuſed me, which, if thou accompliſh, 
I promiſe to fave thy life, and buy thee peace and 
forgiveneſs of this thy foul fact committed againſt 
me : nay more, I ſwear to give thee a niece of 
mine in marriage, who ſhall be to thee rich, f. ir, 
and of a pleaſant behaviour. Therefore now adviſe 
with thyſelf, whether thoa wilt be made happy in 
an honourable life, or miſerable in an untimely 
death. The Merchant thinking it beſt to difſem- 
ble, thus anſwered: Sir Prieſt, your arguments 
are — 5 upon reaſons; therefore let us 
rwards to the Emperor, and there 1 will clear 
from all thoſe accufations which heretofore [ 
exhibited againſt you. It is well, faid the 
Arch-prieit; wherefo e iſe up, then, and let us 
| ther. The Merchant had no ſooner 
— his feet, than ſuddenly claſping the Arch 
ieſt in his arms, he in turn threw him down, 
ying, Arch- prieſt, ſeeing you have taught me 
play my part, think no more on falſe pretences, 


t immediately confeſ. your treaſon. 

The Arch-prieſt ſceing himſelf beaten at his 
own weapons, began again to intreat; but the 
Merchant not re — his words, preſently put 
dut his eyes, and gave him ſo many heavy blows, 
that he cffeQua'ly ever ted his doing him any 
further harm. Then the Merchant called he mar- 
Mals of the field, and ſaid Lo, here mu may fee 
that I have brought the Arch-pri-+ to ſuch a paſs, 
that I may kill nim out-right. it ; plea: tkere- 
fore my requeſt now, that you conouct Alex- 
ander Emperor of Con ſtantinaole, and King Pe- 
in of France, hitler to this place, that they may 
ear-wi.ne("cs of the Arch-prieſt's con ſeſſion. 
The marſhals did according to the requeſt of the 

| | Merchant; 
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Merchant ; and then preſently came the Emperor, 
with King Pepin, and all the Nobles, to the place 
where the Arch- prieſt lay fully vanquiſhed. Then 
the Emperor demanded of him the truth, which 
the Arch · prĩieſt confeſled, declaring the whole plot 
of his villanies, and how by his means the Em- 
— had been wrongfully baniſhed. When the 
nders-by heard the whole matter, a multitude 
of tears were ſhed ; but eſpecially by the Emperor 
and King Pepin. Alas! it was not without cauſe, 
fince by too much truſt given to a treacherous 
Prieſt, they had loſt the virtuous Lady Belliſant 
At laſt, when they had heard all the confeſſion 
of the Arch- prieſt's treaſons, the Emperor agreed 
with his council, that the traicor ſhould be put in- 
to a cauldron of hot burning oil, and fo finiſh his 
days; which being ſoon | Bin the aſſembly of 
people were Liſmiſfed, acd King Pepin withdrew 
himſelf towards his lodging. But the Emperor, 
forrowful for what had happened, came before 
King Pepin, crying, Alas! dear brother, | am ſor- 
rowtul tor my error, in that | have fo raſhly com- 
mitted ſuch a derefiible crime »gainſt my Lady, 
your ſiſter : | crave pardon for my fault, give my- 
{elf into your hand ; and render up my empire, 
with all the regality thereunto appertaining ; for 
I amaltog-cher unworthy to rule an empire, in that 
I am not maſter of my own affections. King Pepin, 
perceiving the Emperor ſo humbly minded, kindly 
forgave him all creſfaſſes. So that before they 
parted, there was a general peace concluded, an 


a ſpeedy courſe taken to ſend to all parts of the 


world, to ſeek the diſtreſſed Lady Belliſant. Then 
King Pepin having taken his leave of Conſtanti- 
nople, after a long journey arrived at Orleans, when 


the ſquire that had the charge of the orphan Valen- 


—_ 
—— — 
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tine, pref nted him before the King. ſaying, Dread 
Sovereign, lo, here I preſent before you the poor 
orphan that your Majeſty found in the foreſt of 
Orleans, and which you commarded me to tee 
brought up, no at my expence, but at your own, 
My Liege, thc reaſon why 1 render him unto ; ou 
at this time, is, becauſe he is growing to man's 
eſtate; and ſo may it pleaſe your Ma efty, it is 
time to diipofe of him, as you pleaſe. The King 
called this orphzn named Vaicntine) uato hin, 
took him by tte haid, and put divers queſtions 
to him, all which he anſwered with much modeſty, 
and great wiidom ; whercat the King was fo pleaſed 
that he commanded that all his cupboard of plate 
ſhould be given unto him. Moreover, faid his 
Majeſty, it eis my will that this orphan Valentine, 
be dearly n uriſhed, and kept with my daughter 
Eglantine, who is bo h fair, wiſe, and well en- 
dowed with all the gifts of n:ture. This com- 
mand was accordiugly accompliſhed, inſomuch 
that they were both under government of one and 
the ſame nurſe, and enjoyed the company of each 
other, in ſuch wiſe, that if one was but a little 
abſent from the other, there was a kind of a la- 
mentation till they came together again, but eſ- 
pecially on the part of the King*s daughter. 

Now, Valentine was ever practiſing himſelf in 
feats of arms, expoſing himſelf to all dangers 
whatſoever ; and the King beholding the inclina- 
tion of this youth, allotted unto him what bis 
heart deſired, and furniſhed him with armour, 
horſes, lands, &c. Being thus furaiſhed, there 
aroſe within the court many envious mutterings 
towards him, ſuch as, That at the beſt he was but 
a found, poor, baſe child, without any known pa- 
rents or friends; which much vexed Valentine at 
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fir, but at length he bore it like a man, carrying 
bhimtelf in ſuch humble and genteel frame, that 
he gained the love of all forts and degrees, as well 


r9bl-s vs tnferiors, 
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Valentine thus growing up 


in the eleem of the court, it {> chanced, that there 
came into Orleans divers embaſſadors from the 
Pope, demanding aid againſt the Saracens, ene- 
mies of the Holy Faith, who had laely taken 


the city of Rome by violence. 


King Pepin pre- 


pared to make refiſtaace 2gainſt this common ene- 
my; and amongſt the reſt of his worthy follow- 
ers, he appoinied this young Valentine a chief 
comm:.nter. Fair Eglantine hearing this, fecretiy 
ſent a meſſenger unto him to come and ſpeak 


with her. 


Alas! Valentine, I underftand you are goin 


And when he came, ſhe ſaid unto him, 


to 2A 


dangerous war: gentle love, leave me not ſo de- 
folate; I ſwear by the gods, that thou art the 
on'y man I would join myſelf unto in the bands 
of marriage. The voung man perceivi"g her idle 
imagi.ations, ſaid. Madam, leave theſe womaniſh 
dotages; you know I am not a perſon fitting your 
eſtate, being a ſtray that your father hath cauſed 
long time to be nouriſhed for charity-ſake; make 
your choice elſe-where, and join royal-blood unto 
yours; and ſo, with all my duty, I take my leave, 


and commend you to the gods. 


The King and his retinue, taking their way from 
Orleans towards Rome, came to a mighty foreſt, 
where his Majeſty calling his Lords and Barons to- 
gether, faid, My Lords, it is not unknown to 
you. that in theſe woods (as report goes) there 
liveth a wild man, much feared of paſſengers, 
which ſpectacle of man's ſhape I long to behold 


before I venture out farther towards Rome. 


The 


Lords conſented to ſeek him, and every way they 


begirt 
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begirt the wood, ſome in one part, ſome in ano- 
ther. The King ventured ſo far into it, that he 
came before a cave, dark and obſcure, wherein 
the wild man uſed to hide himſelf. O fon ruſhed 
out upon him, caught him in his nails (which were 
long and crooked), and caſt him on the ground. 
The King, thus ſuddenly ſurprized, in a p teous 
manner, cried out for help, whereupon a valiant 
knight at arme, perceiving the King to be almoſt 
ſtraugled, ſuddenly drew his ſword to run the wild 
man through; when Orſon ſecing the glittering 
it made, lcft the King and ran furiouſly upon the 
knight, took him in his arms, and overthrew him, 
horſe and all. The horſe, fore affrighted, got up 
again, and in a mad fit ran up and down the foreſt; 
but as for the rider tho a knight at arms) Orſ.n 
held him faſt with his twangs and talou, and at laſt 
pulled him in pieces. In the wean time the King 
eſcaped, and meeting his company, relate to them 
the great danger he had eſcaped, and he tearful 
death of the knight: at which being much 
amazed, yet manfully refolv-d, incy joined them- 
ſelves together, and marchcd towards the cave, in 
order either to take Orſon al:ve, or put him to 
death in the cave. Being dome thither, they found 
the knight dead, and torn in pieces ; but Orſon 
they could not find. So the King perceiving their 
labour loſt, f:t forwards towards Rome. 


CHAP. VIL 
How King Pepin 6:fjeged Rome; and hew Valen- 
tine juſted with the Admiral of the Saracens, and 
flew bim, whereby the City was relieved, and won 
again frum the Saracens. 
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it, and, after ſome days, called about him 
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his barons, knights, and mighty men of war, and 
ſpoke unto them in this manner: My Lords and 
followers, you well know that the heathen ſh Ad- 
miral of the Saracens, an enemy to the chriſtian 
faith and church of Rome, hath put many chriſ- 
tia"s to the ſword, and violently trodden under 
foot all ſuch as withſtood his power ; therefore 
it is our duties to try the fortune of a battle 
with theſe Pagans, and either drive them out 
of the city, or leave our dead carcaſſes as a prey, 
as many have dore before. Wherefore, I, 
King Pepin, reſting upon this reſolution, would 
find out a man to b ar unto the proud Admir. 1a 
letter of d fiance in my name. King Pepin hay- 
ing finiſhed his ipeech, there was none am'ngft 
them made any anſwer. Art length, Valentine, 
ſeeing all ſtand mute, ſtepped before the King, 
and began to ſpeak in this manner: Mighty So- 
vereign, ſo you be pleaſed to give me leave, I ſhall 
undertake the meſſage. and ihall not fear ro ſpeak, 
either to the Pagan Admiral, or to the whole hoſt 
of Pagans, where their multitude twice as many as 
they be. Hereat the King was much pleaſed, cal- 
led his ſecretary, aad ordered him to draw a let- 
ter of defiance, and deliver the ſame to Valen- 
tine, which he accordingly did; and no ſooner 


of the King, and all bis train, and being well 
mounted, he took his way towards the * of 
the Admiral. So coming into his pref nce, he 
ſaluted him after t is manner: The gods preſerve 
the noble and puiſſant King F pin. my Lord and 
Sovereign; and Mal omet, whom thou ſerveſt, ſave 
and defend thee, redoubted Acmirai! When Va- 
lentine had thus ſpoken, he Admiral rouſed from 
his chair, and with a ferce and frowning brow, 

replied 
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replied thus unto him: Mefienger, return, an 
get thee out of my ſight ; and bis King Pepin — 
ther to renounce his faith, and believe on Ma- 
homet, or look for no other than death to bimſelf 
and all his followers. For thy own part, thou 
haſt committed a haughty enterprize, thus to en- 
ter my palace, to deliver any ſuch meſſage unto 
me. Wherefore I aſſure thee, that if I did know 
that what thou haſt done was through pride of 
heart and infolence, thou ſhouldit never return 
to King Pepin, to carry an antwer to his letters. 
Valentine mildly faid, High and mighty Em- 
pom do not imagine that , pride | am come 
fore you ; for when you underſtand the manner 
of my coming, you will be aſtoniſhed thereat 
I was accuſed to King Pepin for a coward, in that 
fince I came to this war, I would ſecretly have 
ſtolen away from the camp, and returned again 
into France; for which the King vowed the — 
morning to ſmite off my head. Perceiving m 
ſelf in this danger, I gave it out throughout the 
camp, that I would undertake to come unto your 
court, to deſie you and challenge you to break 
three ſpears with me. in ſingle combat. The Ad- 
miral hearing this tale of Valentine, ſaid unto 
him, Son, I do ſwear by Mahomet, that thou 
ſhalt not be refuſed; and to the end that thoſe 
Frenchmen that lie in fiege before the citv, ma 
bave a fight thereof, I will erder the place of juſt 
ing to be withcut the walls. Valentine humbly 
thanked him, and requeſted that, as he feared he 
mould be flain in the juſts, he might have a co 4 
feſſor, to give him abſolution for his fins Then 
the Admiral commanded that a Prieft ſhould be 
brought him, Ihe Prieſt being come, Valentine 
getting him aſide, ſaid thus unto him: Sir, you ans 
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a Chriſtian Prieſt, and you ought to defend the 
Chriſtian Laich. You know that thi: day I am to 
juſt with the hea hei Admiral, the gr-ateſt ene- 
my of Chr t an cope. Now ] am well aſſured, 
that a great number of the Sara ens will iſſue 
forth out of th- city to be eye-witneſſes thereof; 
there ore you ſhall give warning to all Chriſtians, 
to kcep within the walls, and arm themſelves : 
ſo wien the Yagans are gone forth to behold the 
juts, e Chii{tians ſuddenly ſhall ſurpriſe the 
guard hat keep the gates, and ſend a meſſage 
to King Pepin o what is done, that be with 
his army may attack them that are without, while 
thoſe within are ſet upon by the armed Chriſtians, 
that in the end we may make a ſlaughter of them, 
and the Chiiſtians receive both their city in peace, 
and their former liberty. The Prieft then depart- 
ed; and the Admiral commanded Valentine to be 
led into his chamber to dine, giving charge he 
ſhould be honourab'y attended at the board. Din- 
ner being over, the Admiral called unto him a ne- 
phew of his, commanding him to fee Valentine as 
wel! armed at all points as himſelf, and mounted on 
the beit horſe in his ſtable; which being done, 
Valentine and the Admiral, armed alſo and 
mounted, took their way towards the chief gate 
of the city, on which fide King Pepin had lid his 
fiege. Waen they were both in the field. Valen- 
tine hung his ſhield about bis neck, in which he 
wore a hait waving in a field of filver, and on 
one fide a tree; all which did fignify that he was 
found in a foreſt. The champions being entered 
the liſts, great was the acclamation of the French at 
fight of Valentine ; at the ſound whereof, the Pa- 
gans ſuddenly iſſued out of the city, to behold 
theſe triumphant juſts, 

The 
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The confeſſor having played his part accordingh i 
to Valentive's inſtruction-, the CEriftians within 
the city, preſently after the P s were e out, 
24 — meer of . gates; — King 
Pepin being acquainted with their purpoſe, pre- 
pared all his men of war ready to relieve Valen- 
tine, if nece ſſity required. The hour was at hand 
that the juſts ſhould begin. The firſt courſe proved 
ſo fierce, that the combatants ſhivered both their 
ſpears in ſplinters. A ſecond courſe was made out, 
in which Valentine proved victorious; for with his 
he gave the Admiral ſuch a blow, that he 
reed it quite through his body, inſomuch that 
he fell from his horſe dead, whereupon the Pagans 
ran at Valentine, with intent to kill bm; but 
Valentive put ſpurs to his horſe, ard with his 
ſword drawn, violently ruſhed through the thickeſt 
of them, ſlaying many as he paſſed. King Pepin 
with his hoſt, coming up to the aid of Valentine, 
was fo beſet by the Pagans, that he was ſmitten 
off his horſe; which Valentine obſerving, flew to 

his reſcue, and horſed him again. The King per- 
ceiving himſelf delivered out of danger, called 
unto Valentine, and ſaid, My child, thou haſt ſaved 
my life, for which i will reward thee liberally. 
By this time the battle grew ſo hot, that the Pa- 
gans were forced to retire to the city ; but when 
they came to the gates, the Chriſtians that were 
in the city iſſued on them, and placed the enfigns 
and flandards of King Pepin on the walls; which 
the Pagans diſcovering, immediately betook them- 
ſelves to flight, and the Chriſtians followed them 
fo faſt, that they ſcon ended their days. In thi 
battle were ſlain a thouſand Pagans by means of 
Valentine; and thus by his proweſs the city was 
again reſtored to the Chriſtians. So that all the 
| inhabitants 


F 
cording 
within 
Ne out, 
d King 
e, pre- 
Valen- 
at hand 
proved 
their 
de out, 
vith his 
that he 
ch that 
Pagans 
m ; but 
ith his 
thickeſt 
; Pepin 
entine, 
ſmitten 
flew to 
ng per- 
called 
ſt ſaved 
berally. 
the Pa- 
it when 
at were 
enſigns 
- which 
them 
d them 
In thi 
eans of 
Ity was 
all the 
ibitants 


VALENTINE AND ORSON. 49 


inhabitants round about gave immortal praiſe to 
Pepin King of France, who was made Emperor, and 
crowned by the Pope, 


CHAP. VII. oy 
How Haufray and Henry refined at the Love the 
King ſhewed towaris Valentine, 
ING Pepm, having expelled the Pagans out of 
Rome, returned with his ſuite to Orleans, where 
he was joyfully welcomed by Bertha his Queen, her 
little ſon Charlemagne, and her fair daughter Eglan- 
tine, which laſt, upon ſeeing Valentine, with an amo- 
rous ait thus him: Valentine, Fame ſays you 
are the only champion that drove the P out 
Rome. Valentine replied, Madam, I have done little. 
deſerving praiſe ; but ic hath the King your 
Father to do me ſuch great honour, as that all the 
days of my life I ſhall not be able to make recom- 
pence. And as he ſpoke theſe words, Haufray and 
Henry (two men of envy) entered the chamber of 
Eglantine; and ſeeing Valentine there, began thus to 
ſay unto him : Valencine, what have you to do in the 
chamber of our ſiſter? It is no for ſuch ſtragglers 
as you are, No man knows of whom you are; there- 
fore attempt not the like again, teſt you dearly pay for 
your preſumption. Valentine, hearing theſe words, 
anſwered, Wrong me not, for 1 entered not the cham- 
ber of your ſiſter to her diſhonour. What, though I 
be Jo N, > + mo Lankan 
as to offer violence unt6 any „ much leſs to 
one deſcended from the blood of kings. And there- 
withal he departed, leaving the lady very penſive. 
The fame day Valentine waited upon the King at 


dinner, which being finiſhed, the King, in the hear- 
and Henry and all his Nobles, began 
2 here is Valentine that ſaved 
my 


ing of Hauf 
thus to fay : 
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my life when I was in therefore to the end you 
may take knowledge of his ſervice towards 
me, I freely give him the ear of Clerimont of 


Avergne. Valentine returned many thanks; but 
Haufray and Henry grew greatly malcontent, and at 
Inſt Henry began to talk with his brother after this 
manner : This found fellow Valentine, I perceive, 
be ome cv in great favour with the King, and there mult 

ſome courſe taken to croſs his deſigns; for, quoth 

he, you know well that the King haih no ſous but 
us two, and one little one named Charlemagne, who, 
when our father dies, will conteſt with us for the 
kingdom, and it is to be feared this Valen- 
tine will ſu him us: I think it goog, 
Brother, to _ to bring him in diſplea- 
ſure with the King, worlc his ruin, that we may 
at our pleaſure govern the realm without contradic- 
gon. Haufray replied, Be it as thou haſt faid, and 
i plot : we will both go to the King and tell 
- upſtart hath diſhonoured our fifer ; 
ting heareth, he will certainly put 
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poor : 

come before yo Karl oat x 
man in the woods ; for one day, as I and my wife 
paſſed through the foreſt, carrying bread and other 
victuals, the wild man came ue, it away, 


and eat it every bit; and more than that, he took 
my wife from me, and violently abuſed her. The 
iſpoſed to make himſelf merry with the 
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nd you | wife. Thou haft rightly ſaid, quoth the King: my 
owards | treaſurer ſhall ſee reftitution made — 
ont of loſs of thy victuals, but as for thy wife, tho 
; the hurthen thereof thyſelf. After 
cauſed a proclamation to be ſent unto all 
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lantine; he is fitteſt to be employed to fe 
wild man, and if he can vanquiſh him, tnen 
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than thou art: leave off thy malicious ſpeeches againſt 
him, for I am willing that he go to my daughter 
whenever he pleaſe, being well aſſured that no diſ- 


time; but Valentine, well obſervin 
forth into theſe words : Haufray, wi 
given on my part, you have ſpoken 
your will is that I ſhould undertake the conqueſt of 
the wild man, only that I might end my days, and 
be accompliſhed upon me — Well, here 
before the King, I take ſolemn oath that I will find 
out the wild man, fight, and either bring him alive or 

D2 deag, 


conquered | 
of Orleans, and afterwards departed fi om the fer 
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Orſon by the hand, 9d ewes him by Sapp that that he 
ſhould go on before him, till they were out of the 
Sint thr he words ho wall dis debind, n 
ing out of the wood, Vitentine took of one of his 
„and bound both his hands faſt to his body, that 
ſhould wer acremy again to do him ap hurt: aud 
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— - _ _— —  —— —_— 
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m this manner, mounted on horſeback, he Lie 
wild man after him like a beaft, who never pelittec 
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Valentine, and the Du-chefs of Bourbon his god-mo- 
ther; and they named him Orſon. The bapciſm 
being folermmniized, the King far down to dinner, and 
Valentine waited on his cup. Then Orfon was 
comman ied into the hall 0 fee gr ret 
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But Valentine ftayed ftill in the K x 
the other Nobles Bs ö 


came unto the kitchen where the 


mages or 


fire 
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from Lyons, with intelli 
Almains were com ing againſt his 
army of above 109,600 bgliring mit. A. 5 
this news was much troubled in mind, and 
calling before him his nobles, he craved 
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Giant, 
Belliſant, the diſtreſſed mother of Valentine 
Duke Savary perceiving no hope of aid from. King 
Pepin, made proclamation throughout his dominions, 
That all, of what condition foever, ſhould be 
armed againit the next day;'for he would then 
the Green Knight. Accordingly, both armies met, 
i with 


woman. Theſe two valiant leaders fought and 
fiercely ; but the Duke ventured fo far amongſt the 
enemy, that, when he would have retreated, he could 
not forthe multitudes of Pagans that ſurrounded him; 
and ſo being taken priſoner, he was carried back unto 
the Green Knight, who would not grant his ranſom 
for any gold or treaſure, Hereupon the Duke's men 
at arms returned in ſorrow to Acquitain; and his three 
ſons, Garen, Anſelme, and Garn, together with their 
fiſter the Lady Fezon, made great moan for the hard 
hap of their father. In the mean while, the Green 
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Knight began to revile the worthy Duke in this diſ- 
dainful manner: Duke, now thou perceiveſtthac thou 
art my vaila}, and that I have power over thy life; 
give me thy daughter Fezon to wife, and fo redeem 
thyſelf, or be aſſurt d I will have her againft thy will. 
To this menace the Duke thus anſwered : Proud and 
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Knight 
this manner 
and 


1 That thou 
find out a Knight, within the ſpace of fix months, 
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to take 
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and how Haufray and Henry lay in 
the Life of Valentine. 
RING the time of 
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night, whom if he cong 2 W 
rr 
o none of the Knights durſt undertake the enter - 
pr-ze; which Valentine perceiving, ſaid thus unge 
the King, Dear Sovereign, if it pleaſe you, I wall 
venture my ſtreugth ypon the Green Knight; mone- 
over | hayg a great defire to leave France, to 


| King, take thou no cate whence thou art; but 28 


thou art williag 10 go to Acquitain, If 
thee leave, on condition, that after thou. 
thy manhood with the Green Knight, hau return, 

thay eſcape with life. To this Valentine | 
But when Eglanzige heard that he was going to Ac» 
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France, take ot my treaſure what you pleaſe, for there 
is great flore. Lady, quoth he, filver and gold I 
need none; but that which moſt of all troubleth me 
is, that I bare upon one of my ſhoulders a croſs, 
which is of the colour of gold; of which fign I know 
not what to think, but reſolve never to reſt any 
where till ſuch time as I have found out the place of 
my nativity. And fo, lovely Lady, 1 earneſtly re- 
queſt you _ ee current of tears. Having ipoken 
theſe words, he departed, leaving Eglantine full of 


grief. 

Valentine being ſet out on his journey, Haufray 
and Henry privily conſpired how to bring him and 
Orſon, who weut along with him, to an untimely 
death. For this — calling to their aid a third, 
who was couſin to them, it was agreed that 2 
| mould lie in ambuſh to ſet upon Valentine and 
0 Orſon, on their way. The charge given to theſe rufli- 
ans was, that, if they could not overcome both of 
them, they ſhould ſeize and ſecare Valentine. The 

for this — was a foreſt, thro' 


tlemen, 1 KMK 2 
tion, by treaſon ; but yet I aſſure you, that before 1 
yield myſelf into your hands, I ſhall ſend ſome of 


— country from whence you 
never return to tidings of your valour; 
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head, that he clave him to the teeth; and then he be- 
took him towards the reſt with ſuch violence, that 
at every ſtroke one fell before him. Orſon perceiv- 
ing Valentine thus to lay about him, rent and tore 
2 ice own ſo bit them with his 
that they fell ing unto the ground one 
upon another, where he — over them like dirt. 
Valentine feeing himſelf thus ſupported by Orſon, 
purſued the battle moſt valiantly, which fo provoked 
Grygar, that he cried out, Valentine yield, or look for 
nothing but inſtant death. Valentine he-ring theſe 
inſalting words, madeFowards Grygar, and in a fu- 
rious manner aſſaulted him; but being oo forward, 
he plunged himſelf fo far into the throng, that he was 
not able any longer to wield his ſword, and fo was ta- 
ken, bound, and carried away. Orſon, who had been 
kept off by long ſpears, perceiving Valentine thus 
hurried from him, ran after, making a hideous noiſe; 
but he could not overtake them: ſo they hurried 
Valentine to a caſtle ftanding in the midft of a fo- 
reſt, kept by a notorious thief, who was couſin- ger 
man to Grygar. Here they confined him in a | ot 
dungeon. which made him burſt into theſe lamenta- 
tions: Alas, now am I fallen into the hands of my 
deadlieſt enemies! Farewe!, King Peping for I ſhall 
never ſee the more ! Farewel, Orſon, for | fear thou 
haſt already ſuffered death for my fake: more no 
man could do than thou haſt. even as much as if thou 
hadf been my natural brother! Farewel, my dear 
mother, alſo, whom I have in vain laboured to find 
out! Thus be gave vent to his grief, whilſt his ene- 
mies debated what ſhould be done to him: ſome 
were for putting him to death; but Grygar comman- 
ded that he ſhould be kept in priſon till he ſhould have 
acquainted Haufray and Henry with their ings. 
Now Orſon all that ill-fated night was fain to reſt 


es THE FAMOUS HISTORY OF 


within the wood, lying down at the root of a tree; 
but the morning being come, he took his way towards 
Paris, never reſting till he arrived there; yet for all 
the haſte he made, Gry gar got there betore him. Hau- 
fray and Henry were much chagrined at Orſan's eſ- 
cape ; bu: their comfort was, that he could not ſpeak, 
thinking thereby to avoid being ſuſpected. So they 
— — ſhould return next day to the caſtle, 
to put Valentine to death. But all their counſels were 
quite overthown; for Orſon came unto the King's 
youn juſt as the King, Nobles, Barons, and Knights 

taken their ſeats tor dinigr, and making 4 mourn- 
ing noe, and knockirg againſt his breaſt in a 
manner, he ran Hong by the table, looking very 
fiercely upon every man, and making many tearful 
figns. At laſt, elpying Grygar, he ran furiouſly at 
him, and with a ſturdy ſtroke ſmote off one of his 
ears; after which he began to lay upon bis face, in- 
ſomuch that he put out one of his eyes. and broke 
out one of his tec hb. Grygar, being thus wounded, 
began to cry out for help: but Orſoa ran again u 
dim, and felled him unto the earth, over-throwing 
tables, meat, and all that ſtood before him, which fill- 
ed all the beholders with aſtoniſhment, The King 
queſtioning Orſen concerning the cauſe of this out- 
rageous behaviour, Orfon informed him by figns 
how Grygar had flain Valentine in the foreſt; ad- 
ding that he would be revenged for his death, and 
withal cloſed his filt, and put it to his mouth in great 
rage, in token of defiance. King Pepin perceiving 
by his actions the cauſe of the matter, ſaid then unto 
all the company, My Lords, you fee, that this wild 
man had challanged Grygar to fight him, there- 
fore tell me what is beſt to be dons in this caſe, for 


I cannot hut marvel why this wild man ſhould fix up- 


on Grygar above all the reſt of the Knights here 


4 


; to the window, and judges were appointed 
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aſſembled. I much ſuſpe&t ſome hidden ſecret to 
lie therein, and would willingly have ic tried by 
combat between woe po 2 arons to — 
King's propoſal, and battle was determi 
upon. Then faid Grygar, Mighty wy Mae = 
requeſt your Majeſty to diſmiſs me from this com- 
bat; for it is not man againſt man, whereby a 
Knight may win honour, but a wild ſavage to en- 
counter with a man. Nay, quoth th King, no 
excuſe in this caſe can be admitted; for the com- 
bat is granted, and the reaſon moving us to 
it, was, that the treaſon of which Orſon by 
has accuſed thee, might come to light. But, if 
the truth be on your ay Fig, need not fear, for 
you ſhall enter into the well armed; and well 
mounted; Orſon ſhall be on foat, and ſhall bear no 
weapon. Now, when Orfon gathered from 
that he ſhould fight Grygar, he was as glad as 
gar was ſorry. 


CHAP, XI. 

How Orſon and Grygar fought together; and how 
| Orſon cauſed Grygar to confe/s the Treaſon, and 
how Valentine was delivered from the Dungeon. 
HE place of the combat being appointed, 
Orſon attended in readineſs for his enemy; 
and Grygar, being well armed and mounted by 
Haufray and Henry, took his leave of them in this 
manner: My Lords, in your cauſe am I delivered 

over to death; evil was the day wherein ] 

this enterprize. Hold thy peace, ſaid Henry, for 

Iwill defend thee from the ſentence of my father, ſo 

thou wilt be ſecret, Gr-gar then went towards 

the palace-gate, where the combat was to be: and 

the hour being come, the King and nobles 41 
6 no 
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wrong ſhould be offered on either part. So Gry- 
gar being entered the liſts, ſaw Orſon, and 1 
to draw near unto him, ſaying, Villain, thou 
offered me great wrong, in putting out one of my 
; but ere ] part, I will make thee acknowledge 
t wrung, and that thou haſt falſely accuſed me. 
Orſon, in return, ſhewed him his nails, and gnaſhed 
his teeth; whereat Grygar ſuddenly couched his 
ſpear, and ran at him; but Orſon givirg back, Gry- 
was diſappointed of his mark, and ran his ſpear 
in the ground. Orſon —_—— hereof, 
ſuddenly wreſled the ſpear into his own hands, and 
ve his enemy ſuch a ftroke therewith, that he 
| on him. Grypar feeling the fury of the blow, 
ſet ſpurs to his horſc, and rode like a mad man a- 
bout the field ; Orſon ran after him with a grinning 
countenance ; and at laſt, caſting away his ſpear, 
he capght Grygar's horſe faſt by the neck, making 
him fo mad and furious, thathe overthrew his rider. 
Orſon now encountered Grygar on foot, and ſmote 
him to the earth; and then Cifarming him of his 
weapons, ſmote off one of his arms; next, on the 
body he gave him ſuch a wound, that he cut him 
even to the reins of his back. Grygar having re- 
ceived all theſe wounds, cried out moſt vitifully, 
requeſting he might be carried before the King, 
in order to reveal the treaſons in which he had been 
engaged: and being brought be ſore him, in the pre- 
ſence of all the beholders, declared, that the con- 
trivers of the traitorous plot were Haufray and 
Henry, his ſons; at whoſe inftigation he had taken 
Valentine, confined him in priſon, and there de- 
figned to put him to death. The King perceiving 
the whole truth of this plot, commanded Grygar to 
be hanged upon the next tree he came to. Then 
calling tor kis horſe, he made all pofible haſte to 


the 


joy and 
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the priſon where Valentine lay, Orſon running by 
his fide, and leading the way, wich many ſigus of 
joy and .ladneſs. The King, marking well the 
behaviour, ſpake unto the Lords in this manner: 
My Lo ds, it i wonderful that this wild man 
ſhould bear ſuch an ardent affection towards Va- 
leatine; it ſtrikes me into a thouſand imagina- 
tions Now, you mutt know, the King had 

cauſe to love this wild man; for he was his natural 
nephew, tho” as yet not revealed. 

King Pepin being arrived at the caſtle wherein 
Valentine was impriſoned, the porters, knowing his 
Majeſty, barred the gates, acto ding to command 
given them by the villains within the caſtle. 
Hereupon the King ordered his attendants to enter 
by force, which they did, and immediately ſeized 
all the traitors, and bound them faſt in chains. 
Having ſo done, they went into the dungeon where 
Valentine lay bound, and brought him forth unto 
the King. alentine, n King, fell upon 
his Knees, and gave him many thanks for that ex- 
traordinary :induefs, in delivering him out of a 
heli of darkneſs, and fear of death, The Barons 
alſo that attended the King, ſhewed great joy in 
ſeeing him, telling him ail that had ang | and 
how Orſon had fought with the traitor Grygar, and 
overcome him ; whereat Valentine moſt ardent! 
embraced Orion. Afterwards the King command- 
ed that all the traitors ſhould be led into the wood, 
and there hanged; and then . thus unto Vas 
leatine: Seeing it is thy hap to be thus mi- 
raculouſly deiivered out of the hands of thy ene- 
mies, | would adviſe thee to abide with me. But 
he replied, Dread Sovereign, pardon me, for I will 
never return again, till I have found out my parents ; 
and ſo I humbly take my leave of your Majeſty, 

Eing Pepin and his train then returned to Paris, 
and 
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and Valentine and Orſon took their towards | who he 
Acquitain, to fight the Green Knight; w being | quoth t 
arrived, the people flocked from aſl parts to ſee the | could n 
rough and unmanly ſhape of Orſon ; but Valentine Soldan 
ſeeing their folly, provided him a j of ſteel, | meſſage 
with which Orfon was much offended, and would | you? (. 
have thrown it away, had it not been for his re- || readieſt 
gard for Valentine: at laſt, however, uſe made him | Pepin, 
proud thereof. Now, as they were riding on ff long ba 
their way, they met a man making great lamenta- fully; 
tion, of which Valentine enquiring the occafion, | u'eth h 
the man thus anſwered : The cauſe of my ſorrows || in fing 
is the loſs of a moſt kind and loving maſter, who the wr: 
hearing of the articles between Duke Savary Valent 


and the Green Enight, big with hopes of wianin me to 
the faireſt in the — called Fezon, fought, with t! 


and loſt his life in the contelt. Divers valiant & adviſe 
Knights have alſo there miſcarried; and when the were a 
Green Knight conquered them, he cauſed them to Howe 
be hanged on a tree, and the number that are al- my La 
ready dead are two and thirty. Why ſurely, quoth I Will 
Valentine, he is ſome devil in man's ſhape, that wards 
doth ſuch ſtrange exploics; nevertheleſs, I am going tion o 
to Acquitain, to try my fortune againſt him, but lentin 
mean firit to talk with the Lady Fezon, and take cauſe, 


her advice. that h 
Orſon, 22 underfanding of their les tin 
talk, made figns to Valentine that he would fight alight 


with the Green Knight, and that he would make“ tree t 
love to the Lady Fezon; whereat he laughed hear- the w 
tily. By this time they drew near to the city of 'ake 

Acquitain, when they were met by an ancient man ſame 
n the habit of a pilgrim. This man wa Blandiman, that | 


1 

2 to the dittrefſed Belliſant, whom he had ſo ke 
* the caſtle of Ferragus the Giant, be fore queſt 

mentioned. Valentine courtevully demanded of him dated 

who 


ought, 
valiant 
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who he was, and from whence he came? Sit, 
quoth the pilgrim, from Conſtantinople; but I 
could not enter into the city, ly ceaton a Pagan 
Soldan had beſieged it; neicher cou del deliver the 


meſſage on which I was ſent. Pilgrim, whither go 
you? id Valentine. Sir, anſwered he, I take my 
readieſt way to Paris; (or | have a meſſage to King 
Pepin, from a fiſter of h's, named B. liifant, that 
long hath been baviſke.! from Conſantineple v rong- 
fully; and now ſhe is in the houſe of a Giant that 
uſeth her honourably, and offercth to put himſelf 
in ſingle combat with the Emperor ct Greece, fer 
the wrong he hath done unto her. Pilgrim, quoth 
Valentine, pray th:e to return back again with 
me to Acquitain, for thither am I going, to fight 
with the Green Knight. Sir, quoth Blandiman, I 
adviſe you not to fol.ow the enterprize ; for if there 
were a hundred of you, he would conquer you all. 
However, to your requeſt I will never conſeat, for 
my Lady hath put me in truſt of her Affairs, and I 
will diſcharge the duty of a faithful ſervant to- 
wards ber; and (o I commend you to the protec- 
tion of the gods. 'The da "= being gone, Va- 
lentine looked long after him, and not without 
cauſe, they” he knew not why ; for this was the man 
that had burue a part of his mother's exiies. Va- 
le-tine ſoon after coming to a pleaſant ſountain, 
alighted from his horſe, and lay down under a 
tree to refreſh himſelf, Ci ſon being kis keeper all 
the while. When he awoke, and was preparing to 
take h:.rſe aga n, there ſuddenly arrived at the 
ſame fountain, a Koight of fo haughty a nature, 
that he was ftyled the Proud Knight; and withal of 
ſo kerce a carriage, that, hough he never aſked 
queſtions of any man, yet, if he whom he met ſa- 
lated him not, he p:efently killed him. It hap- 

E percd 
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pened that Valentine ſaid never a word; and Orſon 
azed fi-rcely on him: at which the Proud Knight 
— angered, approached near unto Orſon, and 
gave him ſuch a blow, that the blood iſſued out of 
his mouth. Orſon feeling the ſmart, ſuddenly took 
him and threw him to the earth, and eſpy ing a 
knife at the Knight's gird'e, ſmote therewith into 
his body ſo deep that he was all over blood. The 
Knight cried out aloud, whereupon Valentine came 
and r:-\cued te Knight cut of Orfon's hands, 
and ſaid, air Knight, you have offered great 
wrong do (mite a poor wild man in thi rude man- 
ner, who cannot ſpeak a word. Witi that, the 
Proud Knight thus roughly ſaid to Valentine, Thou 
miſcrean:, why didſt thou not falute me? and 
therewith drew forth a glave, thinking to have 
ſmitten him ; but Valentine drew forth his ſword, 
and ſtruck the Proud Knight with ſuch violence, 
that he fell down dead, Duke Savary hearing 
thereof, was greatly diſpleaſed, for 5 Proud 
Knight was his coufin; and commanded that Va- 
lentine and Orſon ſhould be brought before him, 
and ſpoke in this manner to Valentine: Friend, 
what Prince do you ſerve? Or be you a knight, 
or no? Sir, ſaid Valentine, I am a knight, and 
owe my ſervice to the famous King Pepin of France. 
Said the Duke, You have ſlain my couſin. True, 
ſaid Valentine, and fo I ſhould have done, had he 
been my own kinſman; for he was of ſo high a 
irit, that he diſdained to ſpeak to any man, and 
ote ſo furiouſly at my companion, that he had 
near killed him; which I perceiving, drew forth 
wy ſword and flew him. Fair Duke, know that [ 
am come hither to comoat with the Green Knight; 
and alſo to behold the beauteous Lady Fezon, whom 
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The Dube then faid unto him, Knight thou haſt 
anſwered me we!l; and ſeeing my couſin came by 
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bis death mere by pride than courage, I will 
paſs mv ſorrows over, and pardon thy deed, 
firce you urge, that vour coming hither was to 
combat the Green Knight, go ſalute my Daughter, 
as my cultom is to ſtrangers, before they venture 
their perſons in battle; and having preſented your- 
ſelves for her love, you thall receive from her a 
ring of gold. 

This conference being ended, the Duke conduct- 
ed Va'entine and Orfon into the hall of the palace, 
where fiftcen other knights were aſſembled to win 


the Lady's perſon. 


And 


Valentine beheld her ſitting 


among them; and advancing, he ſaluted her thus: 

Lady, the fame of whoſe beauty is ſpread through 

the world, the gods pre{-rve you from the Green 

Knight, who is not worthy to touch your excellent 

Pepin, the mighty King of France, hath 
ſe: t me hither to preſent unto you the moſt puĩſſant 
man on the earth, that feareth no man, not any 
weapon, though he cannot ſpeak; and whom, I 
am aſſur d, the Green Knight is not able to with- 
Sir, quoth the Lady, I am much obliged 
to the King of France, and alſo to you. But why 
is this worthy champion no better cloathed ? For 
metiinks he is well formed, and of a pleaſant 
countenance; and if he were waſhed and bathed, 
his fleſh wou d be both white and foft. Lady, faid 
Valentine, he never wore garment till very lately, 
when | cauſed this jacket to be made; moreover, 
when he fir came into Paris he was quite naked, 
and his fleſh fo hard, that he feared neither wind 


lips. 


ſtand. 


nor cold. 


While Valentine was ſpeaking 


theſe 


words, Fezon beheld Orſon very wiſhfully, for ſhe was 


E 2 
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in love with him. But Valentine again thus ſpake: 
Lady, for myſelf I muſt ſay ſomething alſo ; know, 
then, that only for love of you have | ventured hi- 
ther, to try my fortune with the Green Knight; and 
either, as conqueror, deliver him into your hands, 
or ſuffer death, as many have done before me. 
Alas, Knight, faid the Lady, put not yourſelf in 
danger for my ſake; for many valiant Knights have 
miſcarried in ſeeking my love, and | am the unhap- 
pieſt living, to ſce theſe unfortunate days. Lady, 
uoth he, what I have vou ed I mean to accompliſh. 
Why then, fair Knight, replied ſhe, God be thy 
ſpeed ! and therewithal drew forth two rings of 
gold, giving Valentine one, and Orſon the other. 
Then, with the other Knights, they were welcomed 


her eye on Orſon, as did Orion his on her, with 
exceeding graciou* aſpects. 

Now, in the midſt of their feaſtings, the Green 
Knight came thundering at the gates, to have 2 
fight of the beauteous Lady Fezon ; for it had been 
made a condition between the Duke and him, that 

every day he ſhould come to the palace, to behold 
the Lady Fezon; and being entered, he cried out 
with a loud voice, as his manner was, Valiant Duke 
of Acquitain, have you yet any more champions to 
fight with me for the love of the Lady Fezon? The 
Duke anſwered, Yea, I have yet within my palace 
fixteen valiant Knights that mean to try their for- 
tune with thee. Then faid the Green Knight, 
Let me ſee them; and therewithal he entered the 
Hall, ſteinly beholding all the Knights one after 
another. At length he began to ſpeak to them in 
this Manner: Make the moſt of your time, my 
Lords; eat, drink, and make merry; for to-mor- 
Tow it will fall out to your ſhare to be hanged on 
the 


with great feaſtings ; during which Fezon ſtill fixed 
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the top of my tree, as many have been before vou. 
At which haughty words Valentine grew exceeding - 
angry, and ſaid, Proud Knight, theſe vaunts might 
as weil have lain ſmothered in thy breaſt; for | tel! 
thee, to-day is come hither a Knight that will hold 
thee tack, more than any that ever yet encountered 
thee. Now Orſon underſtanding that Valentine 
ſpoke this of him, and alſo knowing the boaſter to 
be the Green Knight, by whom ſo mary valiant 
men had loſt their lives, ſaluted him with a fierce 
viſage, and, whetting hi, teeth, leapt from tos ta- 
ble, and aking the Green Knight by the middle, 
threw him upon his neck, as if he had been a litile 
chi'd, and afterwards ag inſt a wall with ſuch vio- 
lence, that all the beholders thought be had broken 
his neck, for be lay as dead; then fitting bimſelf 
at the table, as bef re, and laughing, he made tgns 
that he would bear upon his neck three ſuch as ihe. 
Green Knigat. At this ſudden action of Orion, ail 
the Knights ſaid, Now is he come that ſhall over- 
throw the Green Koight; but we. cannot but la- 
ment the woeful chance of the Lady Fezon in ſuch 
a huſband, for he cannat ſpeak. The Lady on the 
other hand, beholding n's valour, was inftant- 
ly overcome with love of him. After ſome time the 
Green Knight recovering, began thus to ſay, Lords, 
this wild man now. came upon me unawares, with- 
out ſaying a word; but. to-morrow morning I 

be better provided; and to the end I may make him 
an example to all Knights, Iwill ordain a gibbet 
on purpoſe for him, higher and ſtronger than for 
any that have yet been vanquiſhed ; and thereon I 
will hang his beaftly corpſe for beatts and birds to 
make their prey. | 
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WF os  * 
Pow Valentine encountered the Green Knight, but 
could not overcome him; and what followed thererf. 


RSON perceivicg the Green Knight threat” 
ening him, began faſt to chatter, and makin 

ſigns that he would nght him on the morrew, too 
off his hood, and threw it on the ground as his 
gage: which Valentire ſceing, ſpoke thus to the 
Green Knight: Sir, the wild Men challengeth you, 
and in token thereof hath thrown his gage; which, 
if your ſtomach ſerve, I adviſe you to take up. 
But the Green Knight fretted ſo exceedingly, that 
he replicd never a word. Duke Savary being pre- 
feat, faid unto him, Sir Knight, I perceive the 
battle will grow frong between the wild Man and 
you ; and ! think he will hold you tough play: 
wherefore in vanquiſhing him you need not ſtand 
in fear of ary. The Green Knight, enraged, 
ſwore by Mahomet, I hat ere the morrow's ſun was 
ſet, he would try the utmoſt of bis ſtrength, for 
he ſhould never return again from the field, but be 
hanged a great deal bigher than any of the reſt : 
and with theſe words he left the caſtle. The reſt of 
the day was ſpent in congratulation and rejoicirgs, 
for the hope there was of overcomiag the Green 
Knight. At night Valentine went to bed, making 
figns to Orſon to lie down by him; but he, not 
regarding his kindneſs, laid him down upon the 
und, according to his uſual way. Next morn- 
ing Valentine and Orſon went into the hall, where 
they found the fair Lady Fezon, accompanied with 
the other Knights, holding a diſpute among them- 
ſelves who ſhould firſt fight with the Green Knight. 
At laſt a worthy Knight of France, called Galeram, 
ſaid, Lords, ſo you be pleaſed, I am the man to 
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make the arſt trial. To this they agreed, and pre- 
ſently armed him; which done, he came with joy 
to take his leave of the Lady. She wiſhed the 
s to preſerve him; and the Knight having molt 
humbly thanked her. took horſe and haltened ta- 
wards the teat of the Green Knight. The Green 
Knight perceiving from far his ap; roach, fc. {ſpurs 
to his horſe, and encountered the famous Galeram 
ſo fiercely, that he ſmote him off his horſe to the 
earth; then ſuddenly alighting from his 05-1 horſe, 
took off the helm from bim; and notwithuanding 
Galeram acknowledr d himfelt vanquiſacd, firit 
ſpoiled him „f his eras, znd afterwards hanged 
him on a tree, as he had done the reſt belore. The 
next who went againit the Green Knight was 
named Tyris, but he was run through the body at 
the firſt rencontre, and hung vp. Orſon perceiv- 
ing that Galeram was put to death, made ſigus 
that he would fight with him preſently, without 
letting him have any reſpite: but Valeniine an- 
ſwered him again by ſigns, that he ſhould withdraw 
himſelf for a while; tor he would firſt go try his 
own ftrength with him. Hereupon he put himſelf 
in arms, and went to the beauteous Lady, to take 
his leave; at fight of him ſhe grew wonderous ſor- 
rowful, (ay ing, Alas! fair Knight, what madneſs 
is this in you, to adventure yourſelf for the love of 
ſuch an uniortunate Lady as 1? But if thou wilt 
run into danger, go on; | will invoke the gods to 
aid thee againſt thin: and mine enemy; and fo fare- 
wel Having thus taken his leave, Valentine 
mo«nted, and putting ſpurs to his horſe, took his 
way ſpeedily towards the Green Konigh:'s tent, 
who eſpving kim, was more fecrful of him than 
of all the :eſt; whecefore he called unto him, {ay- 
ing, Knight, give ear unto this I ſhall now fay : 
| E xs Seeſt 
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Seet thou yonder tree? there ſhalt thou find hang 
ing a green ſhield; fetch it hither to me, and I wili 
reward thee liberally. Sir, ſaid Valentine, vou 
have ſervants enough of your own ; ſend them. 
By my law, quoth the Green Knight, you ſhall ei- 
ther bring me the ſhield, or elſe know this, you 
ſhall never conquer me. When Valentine had con- 
fidered the Green Knight's words touching the 
fetching of the ſhield, be rode towards the tree: 
but he lod his labour, whereat returning unto the 
Green Knight, in an angry mood, he ſaid, Go fetch 
thy ſhield tayſelf, for | cannot have it; wherefore 
accurſed be that magicianthatfo faſtened it. Friend, 
quoth the Green Knight, Shall I tell thee where- 
fore I ſent thee ? That ſhield was given unto me by 
a Pairy, and therein remaineth ſuck virtue, that no 
man, be he ever ſo ſtrong, can take it from 
the place where it is faſtened, fave he alone by 
whom (if ever) I ſhall be overcome: the doubt [ 
ſtood in of thee, therefore, made me fend thee ; 
but fince thou 1idfſt not get the ſhield, I adviſe thee 
to return and fave thyſelf ; for ſeeing thee fo fair a 
Knight, I pity thee, and take no pleaſure in th 

death. Further, to the end thou ſhouldſt not think 
I utter theſe words to abuſe thy patience, know 
this, That there is not one living that can vanquiſh 
me. except, fir“, he be the ſo:1ot a King, and, next, 
hath never ſucked the breaſt of any woman: now, 
if thou be ſuch a one, thou mayſt overcome me; 
if not, thou wilt but ſhorten thy own days by at- 
tempting it. At cheſe words Valentine took little 
pleaſure, knowing by this relation he could not be 
the man; but ſeeing that ke was come to that en- 
terprize, he would not return till he had tried his 
ſtrength atainit him, and therefore with a loud 
voice ſpake thus, Valiant and redoubted Knight, | 
well 
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well underſtand I am not the man by whom you 
ſhall be conquered; yet whoſoever I am, IIl not 
depart hence till I have fought with you. By the 
gods, quoth the Green Kaight, then thou think- 
eſt to work ſome ſecret treaſon —_ me; but ere 
I part with thee, I'll make thee know the price of 


this thy raſhneſs. And therewithal he leaped upon 
his horſe, bidding one of his ſervants bring him a 
box of precious balm, the virtue of which was 
ſuch, that what wound ſoever he received, though 
never ſo mortal, it had power inſtantly to heal. 
Then each putting ſpurs to their horſes, ran their 
courſe ſo fu ioutly, that their ſpears broke in many 
pieces; whereupon bendirg themſelves to the next 
courſe, they moſt valiantly drew out their ſwords ; 
when Valentine nimbly gave the Green Knight fo 
full a ſtroke, that he cut him through his armour, 
inſomuch that the blood ifſued out in abundance. 
He in return firuck away a great piece of Valen- 
tine's thigh ; and having thus wounded him, ſaid, 


You may ſee | can wield a ſword as well as you, 
and — anon I ſhall be fain to hang your dead 


corpſe on a tree, as I have done the reſt. Pagan, 
— Valentine, vaunt not thyſelf over much, 

as yet I am not conquered ; and therewith he 
gave him ſuch a blow, that he ſmnte away a quarter 
of his ſhicld ; and the Green Knight, at the ſame 
encounter, broke his ſword upon the helm of Va- 
leatine, felling him from his horſe. Valentine, be- 
ing always valiant, ſuddenly recovered, and tbe 
Pagan ſeeing him riſe, drew a harp- pointed knife, 
and threw it at him; but Valentine ſceing it com- 


ing, itarted aſide, ſo that it miſſed him. The Green 


Knight then turned about his horſ?, thinking to 
have got his arms again; but Valentine, who was 
on. the ground, ſceing a « opportunity, cut off the 


5 Green 
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Green Knight's horſe's feet, fo tnat both man and 
horſe came tumbling to the earth. The Green 
Knight, however, getting upon his legs, the com- 
batants immediately joined in cloſe fight. wy 
frength of each other's arms: and now a very fierce 
conflict enſued, in which many fore wounds were 
given on both ſides; but the Pagan quickly healed 
his with the balm before ſpoken of. After a very 
— and furious battle, the day began to ſhut in, 
and both heroes grew weary: the Green Knight was 
morti ed that he could not make Valentine yield, 
and though almoſt ſpent, yet he proudly bore it 
out, faying unto him, Knight, give over, for I per- 
ceive thy wearineſs, therefore it would be little ho- 
nour for me to conque thee; go thou again to Ac- 
quitain, and reſt there this night, and report, that 
taere never encountered me ſo valiant a Knight as 
thou art; but meet me to-morrow, and, before thy 
coming, take leave of thy friends, for thou ſhalt 


never rerurn. Valentine accepted the offer, and ſo. 


mounting his harſe returned to the city ; whereat 
Duke Savary and his Lords were exceeding joyful. 
Orſon ran and caught him in his arme, and killed 
him. The Duke demanded what tidings from the 
Green Knight? Sir, ſaith Valentine, he reſteth in 
his pavillion, and | think he is of that ſtrength and 
courage, that there is not a man living able to van- 
quiſh Fin. Valentine, quoth the Daß 

eſcaped well, for never did any return, but all have 
periſhed. Gracious Duke, faid he, I can make but 


{mall boaſt ; but to-morrow there is appointed a 


new trial, and the victory will light upon whom 


the gods pleaſe to favour. Valentine was then 
unarmed, and conducted to the chamber of the Lady 


Jezon, who was right joyful to ſee him return with 
life. A ſumptuous ſupper was then po 
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which being ended, Valentine withdrew himſelf 
to his private ch mber, whiift the Greca Kuight 
reſted in his pavillion. 


CHAP, XIV. 


How Valentine ent Orson ne merrow to fight the 
Green Knight; a how Orſon conquered, e. 


ALENTINE, as he lay in bed, thinking on 
what happened the day before, began to rea- 
fon thus: Of a truth | am not that King's ſon that 
ſhould overcome the Green Kright; for 1 can nei- 
ther remove the ſhield he {.nt me for, neither was 
I nouriſhed without the breat of a woman, where» 
fore | am very doubtful of the combat What if 
Orſon ſhould be armed in my ſtead, and try the 
worſt of fortune's rack ? Why, it ſhall be ſo. 

The break of day appearing, Valentine aroſe, 
and told Orſon, by ſigns, to put on his armour, tike 
his horſe, and make towards the Green Knight's 
N to fight with him. Orſon underſtanding 

s intent, leaped and danced up and down joyfully : 
he denied, however, Valentine's horſe and arms, 
defiring only a club, ſuch a one as he was accu!- 
tomed to; and ſhaking his head, made figns that 


' he would have no other armour. But Valentine 


ave him to underſtand, that he muſt put on the 


ame armour, and ride on the ſame horſe, that the 


Green Knight might not know but that ic was 
Valentine who came againſt him. Orſon perceiv- 
ing the ſubtlety intended, ag:eed to it; and being 
armed like Valentine, he took his leave of the 
Duke, embraced Valentine, and made igns to 


them to ſtand in fear of nothing; for he would, ere 


noon, bring the Green Knight either alive or dead. 
Zut before he mounted his horſe, he went to take 
= 


leave 
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leave of the Lady Fezon; and eſpying her, would 
have run ard kiſſed her; for by figns he gave her 
to underſtand, that for the love of her he would 
fight with the Pagan Knight. The Lady with a 
imile. made a fign, that ſhe loved him well; wiſh- 
ed him to bear himſelf valiantly; and promiſed at 
his return, to grant him love. Thus having taken 
his leave, he betook him o his horſe; and nothin 

was ſo much talked of as the wild M:n's combat with 
the Green Knight. It was not long before Orſon got 
to the pavillion of the Green Knight, and ſmote the 
top thereof? with his ſpear, ſignifying defiance. The 
Green Knight, ta ing his ruſtick ſalutation in great 
ſcorn, ſwore by Mahomet, that he wou'd lower his 
pride before the evening; and therewithal mount - 
ing on his fteed, and couching his ſpear, he en, 
tered the field. Orſon ſeeing him in readineſs, 
ſeemed to give back, as half afraid; but preſently 
reſuming his courage, he encountered his antago- 
niſt with ſuch force, that horſes and men fell toge- 


ther to the earth. Being both on foot, they drew | 


their ſ«ords, and laid one at the other moſt fiercely. 
The Green Knight, fired with anger, ſmote Orſon 
ſuch a blow, that he cut the circle of gold 
on his helm, and ſmote a piece of his ſhield quite 
of, and wounded him deeply. Orſon ſeeirg the 
blood run down, was far more fierce, rolling his 
eyes, and ſhaking his head; at laſt he took the 
Knight ſuch a ſtrake on his head, that his ſword 
entered the fleſh, and bare apart thereof afore it, 
and ſliding off his head, took him on the arm fo 
violently th 

but the Green Knight having his balm, feared no 
wounds ; fo that Orfon thought it was in vain any 
— 1 to uſe his ſword, ſince the Green Knight 
could heal bimſelf ſo quickly: upon this Orſon 
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threw away his armour and weapons, and ſuddeniy 
running upon the Green Knight, caught him faſt 
by the arms, caſt him on the ground, took off his 
helm, and held him down ſo that he was forced to 
yield to his mercy ; but Orſon, remembering his 
cruelty to other Knights, would have taken aw 
his te if Valentine, by riding poſt to ſec the end 
of the combat, had not then come up and made figns 
to Orſ.n not to kill him, which O: fon obeyed. 
Then Valentine thus ſpoke unto the Green Knight: 
Proud Knight, now ſeeing that you. are in — 
hands of your enemy, look how you have treated 
vanquiſhed Knights, by hanging them on yonder 
tree, and then ſay, whether you yourſelf ſhould 
not now be hanged on the higheſt branch. Alas! 
uoth the Green Knight, you ſeem to be a man of 
duch pity, that, notwithitanding my own cruelty, I 
truſt, you will y@ſpare my life. No, quoth Valentine, 
that I ſhall nat, except upon condition, firſt, That 
renounce Paganiſm ; ſecondly, That you go 
into France, and tell King Pepin that by Valentine 
and Orſon vou were overcome in fingle combat. 
Theſe conditions the Green Knight bound himſelf . 
oath to perform. | 

— — made figns unto Orſon that he 
ſhould let the Green Knight ariſe, which he did; 
taking care to leave nothing about him to make any 
further reſiſtance. Being on his feet, the Green Knight 
ſpoke thus to Valentine : Sir, it was you that com- 
bated againſt me yeſterday, therefore you, and none 
but you, did I expect this day alſo; but I fe Iam. 
conquered by the man that in the Duke's palace 
threw me on the ground. True, quoth Valentine, 
the very ſame. Why then, 2 the Green 
Knight, I beſeech thee ſend this Knight, that hath , 
conquered me, unto yonder tree, and if he bring 
| away 
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away with him the ſhield thre faſtened, then I 
ſhall be aſſu ed he is the man that ſhould conquer 
me. Hereupon Valentine made a ſigu to Orſon to 
fetch away the ſhield, who coming near the tree, 
and ftretchin: forth his arm to take it do vn, it ſud- 
denly leaped i to his hand, and ſo he brought it 
with him to the Green Knight. When he ſaw that 
Orſon ad the ſhield, his heart ſmote againſt his 
fides, and paying him great honour, he ſpake thus: 
Alas! i owe unto you all my ſervice, for by con- 

vering me you bave won unto yourſelf everlaſting 
— It has ever been reported that he who 
might conquer me ſhould be no lefs than a fon of a 
King and Queen, and ſ:ch a one as never ſucked 
the rea of any woman: and that this is truth I 
ſhall prove by my fiſter Clerimond, who hath a 
head of braſs that telieth her the adventures and 
fortunes that to her and all her generation ſhall 
befal. Likewiſe, this head ſhall — ſpeaking 
until ſuch time as the moſt worthy Knight of the 
world, and the only man to have my fifter Ceri- 
mond to wife, enter the chamber where it now 
ſtandeth; and he being once entered, the ſaid head 
ſhall loſe its virtue: wherefore, fair Knight, con- 
tinued he, addr:fing himfelf to Valentine, I am 


ſtrongly inclined to believe you are the renowned 


perſon deſtined to wed my lifter. 


CHAT XY. 


Few Orſon was made ſure to the Lady Fezon; how an 
Ar gel appeared unto Valentine; ad how the Green 


Knight was chriſtened, and /ent to King Pepin. 
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carry it unto her: and this ring Valentine ac- 
cepted, ſaying he could never reſt till he ſhould 
fee the Lady ſo commended to him. After this, 
the Green Knight, by conſent, was crowned King 
of the Green Mountain; and a league of amity 
being concluded, he diſmiſſed the Yagan from 
the dominions of Duke Savary; after which V a- 
lentine and Orſon took and led him as a priſoner 
into the city of Acquitain, whereat was no little 
joy and triumph throughout the city; and havi 
entered the palace, Duke Savary comman 
has daughter's preſence; and then ſaid unto her, 
Daughter, behold here the Green Knight that hath 
for your love made ſpoil of my country, and I was 
no way able to force him back, ſave only by this 
valiant Knight that Valentine hath brought from 
the court of King Pepin, who hath freed us of all 
aur fears; off ws this is my deſire, that as he 
hath conquered your and my enemy, fo he may alfo 
conquer your love. The Lady anſwered for herſelf 
in this manner: My Lord and Father, ou know 
I am your aughter, therefore | ſubmit to your 
pleaſure. Befides, your promiſe is already 
that whoſoever could v nquiſn the Pagan Knight, 
ſhould for his labour receivg me for his wife. Now, 
my Lord, the day of my deliverance is come, ſo 
then (according to your promiſe) you muſt deliver 
me to him, aud I accept him as my lawful ſpouſe. 
Daughter, quoth the Duke, You have ſpoken right 
2raciouſly, and your anſwer pleaſeth me and all 
that are about us highly; wherefore it is not amiſs 
to know of the .conqueror, whether he will have 
you: if he agree unto this match, I ſhall give him 
in dowry half my country. Hereupon Valentine 
demanded of Orſon whether he would have the La- 
dy Fezon to wife? Who made figns, that he would 
„ -"—"—_— 


33 THE FAMOUS HISTORY OF 


never have any other, Then the Duke cauſed to 
be brought before him a prieſt, who forthwith con- 
tracted them. This ended, Orſon made ſigns unto 
the Lady, that he would not live with her till he 
had gotten the uſe of his tongue, and till his com- 
2 Valentine had conquered the love of the 

ady Clerimond. = 

The day was paſſed with great banquetings and 
folemnity, and night approaching, every man be- 
took h'm to his :eſt, Valentine and Orſon being 
lodged moſt richly. In the dead time of the night 
an angel appeared unto Valentine, ſaying, * Va- 
lentine ſec that in the morning thou ſpeedily depart 
the land, and take along with thee Orion, by whom 
the Green Knight hath been vanquiſhed, and with- 
out further delay, get thee inio- the caſtle of Fer- 
ragus, where you will find the Lady Clerimond, by 


ſcended. This vifion much engaged Valentine's 
thoughts the remain-cer of the night; and dav be- 
ing come, he and Orſon haſtened unto the Duke's 
og where his Barons and the G-een Knight 
ing alſo aſſembled, the Green Knight began to 
ak unto the Duke in this manner: Moſt ren un- 
ed Duke, I freely con vd myſelf vanquiſhed, and 
withal, renouncing all right unto your daughter, 
conclude an everlaſting peace with you, upon con- 
dition that you cauſe me to be baptized. Knight, 
ſaid the Duke, I grant your requeſt. Whereupon 
a prieſt being ſent for, Valentine thus ſaid : Lords 
and Gentlemen, May it pleaſe the valiant Duke to 
2 that the name of th's Knight be called Pepin, 
ing the name of the moſt mighty King of France, 
that nouriſhed and brought me up from my cradle. 
The Duke conſented unto Valentine's demand, fo 
he was called Pepin, After the baptiſm, the Duke 
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made a motion to Valentine for Orſon to wed his 
daughter, the beauteous Lady Fezon ; but Valen- 
tine not allowing thereof, made this excuſe, That 
both he and Orion had vowed to go to Jeruſalem, 


ere they did attempt any other action, after the 


conqueit of the Green Knight. The Duke bearing 
this excuſe, gave them leave upon this condition, 
that O-fon ſnould take an oath to return again into 
Acquitain, at his coming back from thence; 10 
which they both agreed. The ſame hour alfo, the 


Green Knight took leave of the Duke of A 


cqui- 


tain, and went his way into France, to keep his 
promiſe. Before his departure he gave Valentine 


another ring, ſaying, Whoſoever he be that 


bear- 


eth this about him, ſhall never ſtand in fear of 
drowning. or of falſe accuſation, Then Valen- 
tine putting the ring on his finger, Orſon and he de- 


parted towards the Lady Clerimond, to find out 


the caſtle of Ferragus ; and the Green Knight took 


the road for France. 
C HAP. XVI. 


Orſon dere bis Nepbheaus; c. 


How King Pepin came 1% know that Valentine and 


UCH about this time, Blandiman, Squire to 
the diſtreſſed Lady Belliſant, was arrived 

King Pepin's court, in the habit of a Pilgrim, and 

having ſaluted the King, he wondered, at this his 


unlooked-for ſhape, and at laſt aſked him from what 


ſepulchre he was come. Worthy King, ſaid 


Bl n- ; 


diman, I am 'no pilgrim, but only to come more . 
ſafely unto you have 1 taken this habit : wherefore 


know, that I am a meſſenger ſent from the 


high 


and mighty Lady your filt-r, who by treaſon and 


falſe accuſations hath been banifhed her coun 
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70 
the Emperor Alexander, ard at this time liveth in 


great ſorrow of heart. Blandiman having deliver- 
ed his meſſage, the King demanded where his 
ſiſter was. Blandiman replied, i know where ſhe 
ie, but have given my word never to diſcover it to 
any. But, worthy King, if von doubt he: lo ally, 
I ſhall bring you a man that will fight the quarrel to 
prcve her honeſty. Nay, ſaid the King, I have 
ſeen enough thereof by the downfal of the Arch- 
rieſt; alio I have made great enquiry to he-r of 

er, but cannct: but that which wok grieveth 

me, is, that ſhe wa great with child when ſhe 
was baniſhed ; for Where could the find relief in 
that condition? My Lord, quoth Elandiman, my 
Lady being taken 3 ili in the foreſt of 
Orleans, diſpatched me to get her the help of a 
woman: but ere I could return ſhe was delivered 
of two ſons, the one of which was carried away 
by a bear into the wocd, the never knew whiter, 
but the followed fo long that at laſt ſhe fell down 
in a ſwoon: I took her up, and comforted her as 
well as I could: at length being ſomewhat reco- 
vered, in woeful fighs ſhe unfolded the manner of 
the loſs of one of her caildren; and the other ſhe 
faid was under a tree where | had left her. I bear- 
ing her ſay ſo, haſted to the place; but alus! I 
could not find the other child. This account, wor- 
thy King, is given you by that Bland man whom 
you gave to attend your filter when ſhe married the 
Emperor of Greece. The King, filled with aſto- 
niſhment, cried cut, O Blandimaa ! Blandiman '! 
how long ago is it fince what you have told me 
bappened? My Lord, quoth he, it was even that 
day you met me in the foreſt of Orleans, Then 
| r= came into the King's mind the finding of 
alentine, and how by him Orſon was conquered 
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in the ſame wood; whence he concluded that theſe 
were the two babes brought forth by his ſiſter : 
wherefore, ſending for the Queen and all his 
courtiers, he ſaid unto them, I have long time 
nouriſh:d and educated in my cour: Valentine, 
and now it doth plainly appear he was brought 
forth in the foreſt by my fifter Bellifant, in the 
time of her exile; and Orſon who was vanquiſhed 
by Valentine, is his brother; and both are ſons to 
the Emperor of Greece. 

Blandiman, heariag the King ſpeak fo much of 
the children, aſked if he knew in what country 
they were. Oue of theſe, ſaid his Majeſty, I have 
brought. up in my court. in ſuch faſhion, that he 
is become a valiant Knight, and by his va/our hath 
conquered his brother, who lived wild in the wood 
like a beaſt, and did much damage to the country 
there about. Some ſmall time fince they both took 
their way towards Acquitain, to fight with a wor- 
thy champion, called the Green Knight, and fince 
their departure I have never heard what became of 
them. Sir, ſaid Blandiman, I remember well, that 
near Acquitain I met two ſuch, but I am troubled 
that I knew them not. 

Now, that ſame day the Green Knight arrived 
at Paris, and as ſoon as he came into the preſence 
of the King, he ſaluted him wich great reverence. 
The King ſee ing him in armour, marvelled thereat, 
and demanded the cauſe of his ſo appearing, who 
he was, and whence he came. The Green Knight 
replied, Honourable King, I am deſcended from 
the Sarazens, both by father and mother; and true 
it is, that | am that Knight, that for the love of 
the Lady Fezon, daughter to the Duke of Acqui- 
tain, have for one whole year holden the Duke as 
my vaſſal; and reſted the iſſue upon ſingle combat 


with 
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with any Knight be ſhguld ſend againſt me. Long 
I was fought withal, by divers valiant Knights of 
all countries, yet there was not any that couidÞ:7,.,, Ki 
overcome me. At laſt it fell out, that there came] Cont; 
to me two worthy Knights, the one named Valen-f 4d 9 
tine, and the other Orſon: Valentine fougkt with 


me one whole day, wherein he behaved himſelf fo INC 
bravely, that night coming on, we were forced to — ** 


give over, all wounded, tired, and weary: the next 


morning when the battle ſhould be again renewed, ftantino] 


his companion, Orſon, armed in Valentine's ar- * 
mour, entered the ſie d in a moſt fierce aud diſdain» of the c 
ful manner, offering me defiarce; I ſcorning any _— 
competi:or, advanced out againſt him: but in be te Em 
end he overcame me, and would have taken away 2 — 


my life, bad not Valentine come in upon us, and F*: 
reſcued me, apon theſe Conditions, firſt, That I | me 23 
ſhould for ſa e Mabomet ; ſecondly, That I ſhoulg I ſent tw. 
come unto you, and yield myſelf at your command. 
Ag in, when received baptiſm, he cauſed me to 
be called Pepin, and ſo is my name. The King 
haviig heard this ſtory from the Green Knight, 
wade this anſwer, in the preſence of all his Barons: 
Welcome to us! live in our court, and I will en. 
dow thee with many fair lands and poſſeſhons. The 
King then aſked where theſe Knights. were. that 
had conquered him? Marry, quoth the Green 
Knight, | left them both at Acquitain with the 
valiaat Duke Savary, who. holdeth them in great 
| reſpect as any that are remaining in his court. 
Whereupon King Pepin made a folemn vow, T hat 
he would go in perion into Greece, to tell the Em- 
eror of the gladſome tidings concerning his wife 

Belliſant and two ſous. | 
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Co A FF. FIVE. 
How King Pepin departed for Greece, and found 
Conftantivople befeged by the Soldan of Egypt; 
and of the Battle that was fought before the City. 
LIN Pepin being arrived at Rome, in his way 
to Greece, received the news that the Soldan 
of Egypt, with « mighty army, had befi Con- 
ſtantinople; whereupon craving aid of the Pope, 
forces were immediately raiſed in all the territories 
of the church; and fo King Pepin coming to Con- 
ſtantinople, he found the city cloſe beſieged, and 
the Emperor cloſe confined within it. But King 
Pepin reſolved to fight his way, and ſent letters to 
the Emperor to make a vigorous ſally at fach 
time as he ſhould give the onſet, The Soldan 
ſent two of his men to diſcover the number of his 
enemies. The Green Knight, who was advanced 
before the Chriſtian army with the like intent, 
ſeeing them coming by the fide of a hill, brake his 
lance againſt the |; and after a dreadful 
combat killed him, and put the other to flight. 
The King upon this charged the Soldan's main 
body; and the Emperor iſſuing out with his army, 
the Infidels were in a manger hemmed in. King 
Pepin prefling on, cried, Courage ! noble brother, 
and you ſhall have news of your Lady Belliſant: 
which made him encourage his men to the utmoſt. 
The Green Knight and other champions made a 
terrible ſlaughter, ſo that the Sarazens began to fly. 
But the King of Sclavonia coming in with 50,000 
freſh men, reftored the battle, which continued 
bloody and doubtful. At length King Pepin and 
the Emperor finding they were over-numbered, and 
that the enemy continually received freſh ſuccours, 
thought fit to retire into the city, where we muſt 
now 
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now leave them cloſely begirt with a fiege, anc 
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enduring extreme famine. gate ſtan 
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CHAT,  AVD ply wit! 
How Valentine and Orſon arrived at the flrong Ca/ Lady * 
tle wherein fair Clerimond was ; and hiv, by th: OS do 
brazen Head they had Knowledge of their Parents. C OY - 
Fter many days travel, Valentine and Orfon enter m. 
lighted upon an iſland, in which lood a caf-Flentine, 
tle, the covering whereof was of ſhining metal, [hat wot 
and glittered fo in the fun, that Valentine ſuppoſed that ren 
it to be that whereunto the Green Knight had di- u der a 
rected him to have a tight of the fair Lady Cleri- the Lad: 


mond. Upon enquiry, he learnt that the caſtie 
was in the keeping of tie fair Lady Clerimond, 
ſifter unto the giant Ferragus, and built by a 
weal 


works done therein, cauſed one chamber to be 


richly adorned, wherein was a pillar of exquiſite 


workmanſhip, upon which flood a head of brafs, 
made a long time before by the necromancy of a 


Fairy, the which head was of ſuch an excellent 
compoſition, that it gave anſwer to any thing that 
was demanded. Valentine, convinced that this 


muſt needs be the very caſtle he had fo long time 
fought, proceeded with Oi fon to try to get entrance, 
but being come to the gates thereof, they were re- 


thy Sarazen, who, amongſt cther excellent 
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fifled by ten ſturdy Knights, who kept guard there 


night and day, and ſaid, Lords, or whatever you {Who is 
be, withdraw yourſelves back, for into this caſtle ladly e: 
entereth none, of what birth ſoever, without the @hat Kn. 
leave and licence of a maiden to whom we do ap- ſlime as 


pertain. Why, quoth Valentine, go and aſk whether 
it be her pleaſute we enter or no: ? Herevpon one 
of them entered the chamber where fair Clerimond 
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was, and kneeling before her, ſaid, Lady, at your 
gate ſtand two gallants that would enter your caf. 
tle, Now, fair Lady, is it your plcaſure to com- 
ply with uch their de rc? Deſcend, quoth the 
Lady, whi'e I go forth into a window, to take a 
view of them. Then Clerimond, leaning out of 
2 window, upon a cuſhion covered with gold, faid 
unto Valentine, What are you, that dare offer to 
enter my caſtle without leave? Lady, quoth Va- 
lentine, with an undaunted courage, I am a Knight 
that would gladly ſpeak with that head of braſs 
that remaineth within this caftle, becauſe (as I 
u der and) it reſolveth all doubts. Knight, quoth 
the Lady, upon theſe terms you may not enter; 
but if you can bring me any certain figns from 
one of my br-thren, either from King Ferragus, 
vr the Green Knight, then you may treely enter 
this caſtle, but by no other means, uuleſs you like 
o try your valour by running fix courſes with 
vour ſpear againit the Seneſchal of this place. Lady, 
quoth Valentine, againſt your Seneſchal J dare 
adventure; for I had rather win my entrance oy 
ponderous blows, than by entreaties. This cho 
alentine, rather than ſhew the ring given him 
by the Green Knight, wh ch he had brought along 
vith him, to preſent to his fifter Cleri mond. The 
ady ſecing his hardineſs, ſuddenly fell ia love 
rith him, and preſently went into the chamber 
here the head of braſs flood, and ſaid unto it, 

ho is that Knig ut of courage, that would fo 
gladly enter this caſtle? Lady, qu»th the head, of 
bat Knight you ſhall know nothing, until ſuch 
me as you have brought him before me. 
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| CHAP. XIX. 

How Clerimond fell deeply in Lowe with Valentine: 
And how he juſied for the Entrance, and overcame 
the Sene/chal. 

Lerimond being tly in love with Valen- 
tine, ſent for the >cneſchal, and told him that 
the Knight would enter the caitle. The Seneſchal, 
enraged, anſwered, Lady, I ſhall quickly make 
him know that he cometh too late to gain your 
love. And with that he departed to put bimfſelf 
in arms, and being mounted he couched his ſpear 
In his wriſt, and iffued out of the gate in readi- 
yeſs. The Lady got into a window to behold the 
combat. When Valentine ſaw the Seneſchal come 
towards him, he couched his ſpear alſo, and put- 
ting ſpurs to his horſe, they met 'fo fiercely that 
their ſpears broke in pieces: preſen ly, having a 
new ſupply, they n-et again fo furiouſly, that they 


— —— —  — 


— 


fell to the ground horſe and man; but Valentine's 
horſe getting up with his malt r, he ſaid unto the de- 
neſchal, Rite up, and newly mount ycu:ſelf, for 

there 
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there is no honour in conquering an enemy at ad- 
vantage. Wheieupon the Seneſchal was freſhl 
mounted, and new ipears given them. Then 
they a freſh career, and Valentine ſo encountered 
the Seneſchal about the head, that he bore away his 
helmet, and threw both horſe and man down upon 
the earth. The Seneſchal finding himſelf in danger, 
ſaid unto Valentine: Knight, I know not. of what 
parentage you are, but never in my life found 1 a 
man of thy valour; wherefore I yield, and witha 


give thee leave to enter this caſtle at thy pleaſure, 


only upon this condition, that you 
the Lady Clerimord without my leave. 
Valentine, Thou haſt requeſted that which I cannot 
t; and know that it was for her love I came 
hither, and though I never ſaw her before, yet are 
my thoughts on fire: therefore hence I will never 
depart till I have ſpoken with her, and alſo with the 
brazen hend. But the pride of the Seneſchal was 
ſuch, that he ſtood it out with Valentine, who 
thereupon preſently ran againſt him another courſe, 


not unto 


and therewithal gave him ſo deadly a ſtroke, that 


he ran him quite through the body, ſo that he fell 
off his horſe dead; at which the Lady Clerimond 
wasexceedingly joyful, and commanded that the gates 
ſhould be opened, and Valentine admi'ted into the great 
hall; where being come, ſhe ſaid, Knight, you are 
appeareth by your 
valour and chivalry that you are deſcended from 
the loins of ſome royal ſtock. Lady, returned he, 
my name is Valentine, a pcor adventurer; but nei- 
ther myſ.If nor my companion ever knew from 
what ftock we are deſcended: beſides, he has never yet 
ſpoken. Wherefore, Lady, thus far have I travelled 
to get knowledge of my parents, and to gain the 
love of you, being fo * a Lady. 
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CHAP. XX. 


How Valentine Clerimond her Brether”s Ring, 
and how he queſtioned with the Brazen Head. 

HEN Valentine, ſmiling, delivered the ring he 

had brought from the Green Knight to the Lady, 

wiio gladly received the token, ſaying, Fair Knight, 

hat you ſhewed this ring when you firſt craved acceſs 


„ the brou 
whereof 


meaning Who anſwer J Theſe two you 
ſee here door, none may enter with- 
out my fighting with them, and divers 
have peri in their preſumption: the lion is of 
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„ much I ſhall alſo tell thee, that this thy brother 
here preſent ſhall never have the uſe of his 
tongue till a thread be cut under the ſame, and 
then thou ſhalt hear him ſpeak plainly. There- 
„fore proceed as thou haſt begun, and thou ſhalt 
<< proſper; for my time 1: at a period, fince thou art 
come to enter into this chamber. 

Valentine, marking all the head had uttered, fell 
upon the boſom of his brother Orſon, and Orſon on 
his, and !{:indly embraced each cther. The Lady 
ſeeing all this, begaa thus : Alas! courteous Knight, 
T of all others ought moſt to be joyful at this your 
happy arrival, for by you | am freed of ten years 
heart's grief, which | have undergone hitherto. 

Again, by this brazen head I uncer:tand, that you 
have ever been the man on whom my affections ſtould 
reſt, and whereunto I gently agree (if you pleaſe), a nd 
take you for my wedded Lord. | 

Lady, quoth Valentine, I accept ycu as my 
wife, who was given me by your brothe: the Green 
Knight, that was vanquiſhed by my brother Orſon 
before the city of Acquitain ; only this I ſhall re- 
queſt, That, as your brother the Green Knight hath 

Mahomet, fo you would do the like. Sir, 
quoth ſhe, I ſhall gladly. pleaſure you in any thin 
you do command me, and be obedient to your will 
in every point, as long as we ] ve. Morey” 

Thus were all the inhabitants of the caſlle filled 
with joy, that the brazen head had declared. unto 


1 1. H a 1 
Tow the Giant Ferra ad Knowledge of what pa/jed 
between his Siſter — Valentine, — 
Pacolet, a D and an Enchanter. 
OW within this caſtle where Clerimond was, 
dwelt a dwarf, named Pacolet, which ſhe had 
nouriſhed 
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nourithed from a child. This Pacolet being of more 
age than ftature, grew exceeding witty, and at laſt 
ſtudied the blacs art, and tnerein grew {o famous 
in necrom ncy, that by enchamment he had made 
a littie wooden horſe, in the head of which horſe he 
had ſo art.acially ccnveved a pin of wood, that every 
time he mounted on his buck to ride abroad, he 
would only turn the pin owards the place he withed 


to go unto, ard {udd euly he would be there without 


danger; for the ho. ie co::1d4 ran through the air 
ſwifter than 2 vid, This Pacolet obſerved the 
betaviour of Valenice, and when he had time, 
was minded to go to Portugal, to tell Ferragus 
what matters had paſſed at the caſtle. So he betook 
himſelf to his wooden horſe, and in a moment of 
time — che 1 for that — he arrived there, 


and related the dory © to — who grew exceed- - 
ingly angry thereat, not only wieh Valentine, but 
ali» with his fiſter for _ her love unto a 
Chriſtian Kaight, ſwearing by hes gods to take re- 
venge upon them both. But al thi> ne diſlembled 
to Pacolet, bidding him return and bear this meilage 
F 3 to 
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to Clerimond, That the Knight Valentine, who 
ſhould have her to-wife, was right welcome, and 
tt.at ere long he would come in perſon to viſit them, 
accompanied with a gallant troop of nobles, to ſo- 
l-inize their nuptials. So Pacolet took leave, and 
getting on his horſe was in an inftant at home again, 
and preſently went to the prefence of the moſt vir- 
tuous Lady Clerim-nd, and delivered unto her the 
meſl ge of her brother Ferragus. The | 
d mazed at the tale, ard ſaid, Ah! Pacolet, the gods 

revent ry brother from plotting any treaſon againſt 
— ſor I am w II — hs never abide a 
Knight of France, or any other that is a Chriſtian. 
Why didit thou not acquaint me with thy departure 
fer I had ſerious buſineſs for thee to do, which was 
to have erquired for a Chriftian woman that long 
time hath had her abiding with my brother Ferragus 
in his caſtie. 


CHAP. XIII. 

How Pacolet made another expeditions Tomrney into 
Portugal, to fee the Lady Belliſcnt, Valertine's 
Mather ; his returning back, and the News that 
be broug't. | 

Lerimord ſeeming ſo earne ſt for news cor.cern- 
ing Valentine's mother, Pacolet anſwered, 

Lady, | hail for your ſake make another journey 

into Portugal, and before to morrow mid-day I ſha!l 

bring you tidings whether ſhe be there or no. V- 

lentine hearing him fay ſa, replied, That thou canit 

not do, except the devil be in thee. The Lady 

Clerimond ſaid unto Valentine, Let him alore, for 

by art he hath provided that he will ride more than 

a thouſand miles a day. Valentine afterwards ca!- 

ling Orſon unto him, cut the thread from under his 

tongue, that hindered his ſpeech; which being ns; 
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he {| preſently, and related the of his Lfe 
in the foreſt, which entertained A moſt pert 
of the evening. On the morrow, according as Pa- 
colet had promiſed, he was found in the hall before 
Valentine, {:ying unto him, Sir, I am returned from 
Portugal,. and have ſeen your mother in good health, 
Friend, quoth Valentine, Thou ut right welcome; 
for it is ſhe only I defire to hear of, What news 
from F ſaid Clerimond. Your brother, 
Pacolet, will come hither, Ay, quoth the 

v. but I ſtand in fear of him, leſt that he work 
ſome treaſon againſt us; for this laſt night I dreamed 
a fearful dream, at which I was very much affrighted. 
Love, quoth Valentine, dreams are but wild deluhtons. 
Pacolei's information true ; for the ſame day 
arrived Ferragus at the caſtle of Clerimond, who 
preſently went ro welcome him, and he as kindly 
embraced her, and ſaid, Siſter, tell me, I pray you, 
which + the Knight you mean to make your hui- 
band? This, fair brother, is the man : whereupon 
Valentine ſaluted him with great reverence. ber- 
ragus ſaid unto him, Fair Knight, you be welcome 
into theſe quarters, for the love of my filter Cleri- 
mond. But under this fair he ſmothered 
treaſon. Then Valentine thus ſaid unto him, Sar, 
it is reported to me, that within your caſtle, for the 
ſpace of theſe twenty years, you have maintained a 
Chriſtian woman, who is mother unto me, and 
whom I would glad!y (ce; her name is Belliſant, 
nter to King Pepin of France, and wife unto the 
Emperor of Greece. By Mahomet, {aid Ferragus, 
You ay truth, and to thc end your eyes may be hold 
her, you hall go along wich me into Portugal. Ard, 
ulter, my ſoul's joy, 1 deſire our a vancement more 
than any thing upon carth, a d am glad you have 
found fo worthy and valiant 2 KR+:yht for your 
i:cuſe ; therefore, ww knit up all at once, my defire 
F 4 is, 
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is, that you wovid go with me in:o Portugal, where, 
with the applacſe of my nob es, we intend highly to 
ſolemnize your nuptlal- day. 


CHAP. XXIII. 

Dow Valentine and O ſon rere berraved ly the 
Treachery of Ferragu* ; hu be committed them 
to P/ iſen and how Pacoltt the Uevarf comforted 
the Ladies Bellifant and Clerimond. 

Erragus, having mus gotten their wills ro depart 

for Portugal, put forth to ſea; where he forgot 

all his former words of comfort, and begar. to plot 
the death of Valentire and Orſon. In the dead 
time of the night he cauſed the two brethren ſecretly 
to be taken from the ir beds, and committed them to 
tr hands, having muzzled their eyes that they 
could not fee. Now, when Clerimond ſaw what was 
done to her love, ſhe fell in to an extreme agony. 

Alas! dear Valentine, cried ſhe, our joys are fud- 

denly turned into ſorrow ; thou haſt bough. my love 

at too dear a rate, Alas! alas! wrent heart, weep 
forth my eyes, when ſuch magnanimous Knights 
muſt be thus tortured for my fate. 

Ferragus, ſeeing her thus diſtracted, gave ſtrict 
command that ſhe ſhou!4 be well attended, and not 
. fo much as ſpeak a word with either of the priſoners, 
who were faſt bound in chains. Valentine perceiv- | 
ing himſelf thus betrayed, Alas] quoih he, how 

— hath fortune dealt with me? 1 have ſpent all 

my youth in travel and danger only to find out my 

parents, and now, when hope had well nigh ſet an 
end to my ſorrows, I am urhzppily falle into the 
hands of enemies that only ſeek my death. Alas! 
brother Orſon, how ſuddenly are all our joys blaſted, 
ard our mirth turned into mourning! At length, 


being arrived at the lodge, tidings were carried 
to 
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the Lady Belliſant, that two Chriſtian Knights 
2 as priſoners; at which news ſhe 
aickly left her chamber to ſee them. Chriſtians, 
ſhe, of what country be you, and where was 
born? Lady, quoth Valentine, we be of France, 
were born not far from Paris. But F | 
-rebuked the Lady, biddi 2 
ing; and committed the priſoners to a dun- 
geon, to be there kept only with bread and water. 
Ferragus then went into his palace, called for 
his ſorrowful fiſter Clerimond, and faid unto her, 
Siſter, you have too long doated upon the brazen 
head, as well ap in that you take him to 
huſband that hath been the overthrow of our bro- 
ther the Green Knight, and is beſides a Chriſtian, 
whom our laws do abhor.. Forbear, and be ruled 
by my direction, and I will raiſe your fortune, by 
matching you to that puiſſant King Trompart. 
Forget, I ſay, theſe two French men, for thou ſhalt 
ſee I will make them ſhorter by the head. Brother, 
quoth Clerimond, it behoveth me to obey you; for 
I plainly ſee I muſt let go that which I cannot have. 
Ferragus then departed; and Clerimond being 
conducted to the great hall, the „ Wife of 
Ferragus, thus faluted her: Siſter, welcome, for L 
have long deſired to have a fight of you. Lady, 
quoth Clerimond, I give you a million of thanks, 
but I am right heavy for the two Chriſtian Knights 
that are brought hither by my brother's fair 
miſes, but now treacherouſly thrown into a dun- 
geon, and threatened with death. Alas! fiſter, one 
of theſe Knights ſhould be my huſband; for by 
force of arms hath he conquered his foe, and won 
my love. Kind ſiſter, pity my diſtreſſed eſtate, and 
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let me fee that Chriſtian Lady whom you fo long 
. —_ 
| p an 
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I ſhall gladly conſent to your defire herein and fo 
being brought and left together, the Lady Bellifant 
ſaic thus unto her, Lady, what is your will with 


the kegivning of which will both ſurprize and re- 
jo'ce yau, but the end will give you ſorrow. I am 
not ignorant of your ellaie and dignity ; you are 
fiſter 10 9 King of France, and wife unto the 
Emperor 2 who wrongfully baniſhed you 
his country: ſoon. after your exile you were deli- 
ve ted of twa fair ſons in a foreft, one of which was 
taken from ycu by a bear, and the other you loſt 
you knaw not. how. Nevertheleſs, my Lady, your 
chiliren are both alive; and I can tell you where 
to find them, At theſe words Belliſant fell into a 
{woon for joy; but Pry recovering, ſhe ſaid unto 
Clerimond, Fair damſel, how came all theſe things 
ro your undeviiand: 4 the macs for beſeech * Then 
Clerimond related 


_— 


1, 


"As theſs theee Ladies were thus ing about 
this matter, into the chamber came the 
dwarf, by means of his wonderful wooden hozſe. 
Alas! Pacolet, ſaid Clerimond, what injury have I 
done thee that thou didſt not give me warning all 
theſe miſeries? Lady, quoth Pacolet, be not fo 
highly difpleated with me, for I proteſt I am ignorant 
of what hath betided. you; yet vou in this 
vor, I ſwear my ar: ſhall utterly fo me, _ 


me? $ have a take tell, anſwered Clerimond, 
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will find a remedy for you: I here vow all my ſer- 
vice unto you and Valentine, While life doth laſt, 
Friend, quoth the Lady Belliſant, if thou canſt but 
free my two children out of priſon, I ſhall recom- 
pence thy labours. Lady, quoth Pacolet, ere long 
you ſhall well perceive my crafty work. 


CH A P. . 

How by Art Pacolet /et free Valentine and Orſor 
from the Prin of Ferragus, and of their Arriva! 
at the Caſtle of Clerimond; how Valentine a 
Orſon ſailed with the two Ladies into Acquitain; 
how King Ferragus aſſembled all his Men of War, 
to take Revenge upon Valentine, and his fifter Cle- 
mond; how he made War on Acquitain; how the 

Duke was taken Priſoner in Battle by Ferragus, but 

22 ſet free by Orſon and t; and 
ow Or ſon tried the Conſftancy of the Lady Fezon 

— he married her. dp 

day Ferragus made a for a 

his nobles, and after much 4— and mirth 
they all at night betook themſelves, very weary, 
to reſt ; and being all faſt locked in ſleep, Pacolet, 
watchful to give the Ladies content, went to a great 
tower, whoſe gates, by his enchantmen', flew open; 
then going unto the door of the prilon where Va- 
lentine and Orſon lay bound, he had no fooner 
touched it than the locks broke, ard the door few 
open a; before. Hereat the two princes were 
grea:ly perplexed, for they looked for nothing but 
preſent death. At laſt, Valentine began to weep, 
but Orſon ſaid unto him, Take courage, brother, 
for he that firſt entereth here to lay hands upon me, 

ſhall dearly pay for his adventure: and with that 
he laid hold of a great iron bar that lay near him. 

But Pacolet ſpoke unto _ ſaying, Lords, fear 

'6 me 
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me not, for I am come to ſet you free from forth 
this dungeon, and before the morrow's ſun | thall 

ing you both unto your mother. Happy news 
the priſoners! Then charging them to make no 
noiſe, Pacolet led them to the chamber where the La- 
dies Bellifant and Clerimond fat in mournful tears. 
Pacolet, fo wrought with his charms, that all there- 
abouts fell into a heavy and deep ſleep. Being en- 
tered the chamber, the to ſons went to their mo- 
ther, when (be, overpowered with joy, fell into a 
ſwoon. Then Valentine embraced her, and took 
her up in his arms; and Orſon alſo claſped her 
about the middle, ſaying unto her, Sweet Mother, 
ſpeak unto me! and then he kiſſed her tender lips; 
but for fome time ſhe ſpoke never a word. At 
coming to herſelf again, ſhe ſaid, weeping, Alas! 
my children, for your fakes have I ſuffered more 
pain iſh than ever poor woman was able to 
undergo; but fince the gods have ſo ordained, that 
I once ſee and embrace. you before my death, all 
my griefs are vaniſhed: but tell me how you have 
been preſerved ever fince your birth, for it would 
pleaſe me much to hear thereof. Then Valentine 
recited the 2 ſtory of all their miſeries, by which 
the 


T5. 


than before. But Pacolet interrupted her, ſaying, 
Lady, leave theſe lamentations, and let us think 
how we may depart irom Portugal, and fo rid us 
out of the ſubjection of King Ferragus. This was 
thought very prudent advice by all: fo preparing 
themſelves with utmoſt haſte, they ſoon left the city, 
Pacolet opening the gates before them, and leading 
them down to one of the ports of the fea, where 
he had appointed for them a ſhip ready rigged, 
which, with a fair gale, ſpeedily carried them ba 
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m forth the caſtle of Clerimond; whither being come, they 
| | ſhall I refreſhed themſelves with pleaſures. 5 
news Valentine, however, bone to fear Ferragus 
ake no would follow this happy little company, and put 
the La- | them into freſh dangers. Therefore he got him 
tears. | down unto one of the ports, and cauſed one of the 
| there- | mariners to victual their ſhip afreſh, and provide 
ng en- | good ſtore of ammunition: after which he returned 
ir mo- unto the caſtle without any ſuſpicion, and ſaid unto 
into a his mother Bellifant and the Lady Clerimond, that 
d took he would depart towards Conſtantinople, to ſee his 
d her father the Emperor. In this agreed both the La- 
lother, dies, with Orſon and Pacolet; and the next day 
r lips ; they weat on their voyage. | 
At Now, when Ferragus was informed, that not 
Alas ! only Valentine and Orſon, but alſo the Lady Bel- 
| more lifant and his ſiſter Clerimond had fled from his 
ble to caſtle, he in rage began to tear his hair, like a mad. 
„ that man, amongſt his barons ; and betaking himſelf to- 
th, all his club, and calliog his men about him, he iſſued 
| have forth to follow them, letting nonp paſs he met 
would without demanding tidings of them; yet he could | 
entine learn nothing; for Pacolet by his art was too ſub- 
which tle for Ferragus. At laſt, being tired with purſuit, 
were he ſwore that he would beſiege the caſtle of Cleri- 
tears mond, for he did think y to find them there; 
ying, but all in vain, for they were departed before his 
think coming. Ferragus, enraged at being thus diſap- 
pointed, ſent for all his men of war on every fide, 
and preſen ly aſſembled themſelves on board a ſhip, 
to try if they could find Valentine on the ſeas. But 
having ſpent many days to no purpoſe, they were 
conſtrained to reſt from their fruitleſs toil. 

Whilt Ferragis and his forces were thus i 
the ſeus, Valentine and Orſon entered the city 


Acquitain, whcre, as private perſons, they lodged 
= | * 
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in a houſe of a burgeſs of the town. Valentine 
would gladly have gone into the palace of Duke 
Savary, but Orſon unto would not agree; for 
be having a further reach of policy, ſaid, Brother, 
I find by ſma!l experience that women are un- 
conſtant, therefore us try how the Lady Fezon 
ſtandeth affected towards me. Brother, quoth Va- 
lentine, willingly agree with you. Then Orſon 
taking upon him the habit of a Enight-Errant, 
entered the great hall of the ducal palace, Pacolet 
the dwarf attending him as h's page. When he 
came to the Duke, he ſaluted him with all reverence, 
fayiog, Great Duke, I am a Kanight-Errant, and 
ane who would gladly adventure to do you ſervice. 
Knight, quoth the Duke, I accept your manly 
offer, and will give you ſuch riches that all the 
flock you came from could never raiſe ; and in lieu 
of his gocd will, he allowed him in preſent pay 
one hunfred and fifty pounds. A ſumptuous dinner 
being provided, Orlon ſo carried himſelf at meat, 
that every man delighted iu his company. But the 
fais Lady Fezon, that was ſworn his wife, grew 
wonderous fad ; but ſhe knew not why, for ſhe 
knew not that it was Orſon, for, beſides his diſguiſe, 
Orſon could not ſpeak when the ſaw him before. 
Dinner being done, Orſon tcok his leave for that 
time, and returning to his mother the Lady Cleri- 
mond and Valentine at their lodgings, he related 
what had paſſed between him and the Duke, at 
which they much rejoĩced. 

Now, ſoon afterwards, Ferragus ſent meſſengers 
to the Duke of Acquitain to proclaim open wars 
againſt him; and accor-ing to his purpoſe, ſuddenly 
arrived before Acquitain, even in the very ſame 
place whereat his brother the Green Knight had 
pitched his pavilion when Orſon became TI 

quiſher, 


Valentine 
of Duke 
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quiſher. The wor:hy Duke of Acquitain, being of 
a maguanimous courage, aſſembled all his men of 
war; and having prepared all thing in readineſs, he 
ſuddenly fallied out of the town, hoping to raiſe the 
liege. Valentine and Orſon joined has forces, ac- 
companied by little Pacolet; but theſe three were 
not known unto any at that time. A bloody bat- 
tle enſued, and many a brave leader on both fides 
was lain. The chief on that of the Duke, were 
Baudumain, Bondry, William Galeram, Anthony 
the good Marſhal, and Gloriam the hardy. The 
loſs of theſe valiant heroes obliged the Chriſtians 
to fall back, whereby the Duke himſelf was begirt 
with enemies; yet he bare himſelf moſt courageoully, 
crying, Acquitaia! Acquitain ? my noble hearts, fight 
on for Acquitain ! but, in the end, Ferragus, having 
gotten a fight of him, came near, (being a mi 
man, and no leſs than thirteenfeet high) and at laſt 
him priſoner and led him to his pavillion. Ferra 
then came up again to the battle, which ſtruck ſuch 
a dread into the hearts of the Chriſtians, that they 
would have forſaken the field, eſpecially as they had 
laſt their lord and maſter; but Valentine and Orſon 
ſeeing them. thus to waver, cried with a loud voice, 
Valiant warriars of Acquitain ! run not away in 
time of extremity ; ſhew yourſelves men, and ance 
again let us try the fortune of the day. Whereupon 
the people began afreſh to gather up their ſcattered 
forces, and turned them ance more on the Sarazens, 
with double courage. | 
By chis time tidings were brought into the city, 
that the Duke was taken priſoner, at which ill news 
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thy long and tedious ſtaying abroad doth much 
diſturb me, for if you were here preſent, there 
would be ſome hope to gain my father's freedom. 
Valentine all this while was amongſt the thick- 
eſt, hewing forth his way with his ſword. Orſon 
too was not idle, for he had taken an oath that he 
would free the Duke from captivity, or leave his 
body amongſt the reſt. Pacolet, the magician and 
dwarf, promiſed Orſon aid at need; and thus Orſon 
putting ſpurs to his horſe, ran violently through 
the battle: he and Pacolet then hurled away their 
own ſhields, and hanging about their necks the 
ſhields of the Sarazens, with the image of Mabo- 
met in them, by this ſubrlety paſſed quite through 
the camp of the Pagans; for Pacolet could ſpeak 
their language right well. Being come unto the 
villion of Ferragus, where the Duke lay in bonds, 
Pacoler, perceiving the number of his guard to be 
too mighty for them, ſuddenly caft them all by his 
charms into a deadly fleep. By this means getting 
unto the Duke, Orſon ſaid, Mount this horſe, great 
Duke, for we are come to ſet you free from the 
wer of Ferragus. I am the Knight who in your 
bal lately offered ycu my ſervice, and you allowed 
me liberally. Knight, q oth the Duke, you are 
welcome to my diſtrefſed hands; for this your dan- 
us enterprize I ſhall give you my fair daughter 
enon in marriage, Indeed, 1 formerly gave her to 
a Knight, but he was wild and ſavage, and never 
had the uſe of his tongne ; befides, by reaſon of 
his long abſence, I fear he hath won ſome other 
Lady, and left my daughter huſbandleſs. More- 
over, with her I will freely give thee half my duke- 
dom. Tnanks, quoth the Knight, ſuch a gift is not 
to be refuſed ; but let that paſs, and ler us return 
unto our diſcomforted forces, In the mean time Va- 
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tine miſſed his brother Orſon, and paſſed from place 
to place to find him out: at length, ſuppoſing him 
flain, he in great rage ruſhed afreſh into the battle, 
and, as a man diſtracted, laid fo forcibly about him, 
that not a Pagan was able to ſtand before him. Fer- 
ragus eſpyiag him ſo valiant, came up to cloſe him, 
and having unfortunately ſlain his horſe under him, 
fiezed bim as his prifoner, and caufed him to-be 
bound hand and foot, taking an oath by Mahomet 
that he ſhould not eſcape from death. But this 
oath was broken, for as he was leading his priſoner 
bound along.the field, Orſon, Pacolet, and the Duke 
of Acquitain, ſet upon him, Orſon crying out, Let 
not the Giant eſcape us! and therewith:il putting 
ſpurs to his horſe, he ran fo fercely againſt the Pu- 
gan Ferragus, that both he and Valentine, his pri - 
Law, fe!l to the earth. The Giant Ferragus quick- 
8 his feet, left Valentine: and when the 
riſtians ſav the Duke reftored to liberty, their 
courage again increaſed, and with joy of heart they 
cried out aloud, Long live the Duke of Acquitain ! 

In fine, Ferragus was glad to fly and raiſe his 

The battle being :hus ended, Valentine and P 
returned to their lodging ; but Orſon went along 
with the Duke to his palace, whither being come, 
before al his tobles, the Duke demanded of Orſon 
his name, Sir, quoth he, I am called Gregory. 
Then faid the Duke, Lords, give you to under- 
ſtand, that above all men living I am the molt be- 
holden to this Knight, both for my life and liberty. 
And it is my ure that my daughter Fezon ac- 
cept this Knight for her huſband ; for by him I re- 
main a living father unto her. The nobles there 
aſſembled agreed willingly hereunto; when Orſon, 
having a defire to try the conſtancy of Fezon, re- 
pled thus unto the Duke, Sir, for the honour you 
vouchſafed 
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vouchſaſed me, I reſt ever thankful for the ſame; 
bat it were moſt requiſite that I ſhou!d ſee how your 
hter ſtands towards me. With theſe 
he entered the chamber of fair Fezon, and 
by her, he took her by the hand, and 
her, Lady, your beauty hath ſo enthralled 
„ that without your favour and love I am 
an unfortunate man: your father is willing that L 
ſhall marry you, it you are ſo diſpoſed ; then may 
juſtly vaunt, and will prove a conſtant Knight 
I have breath. Knight, qu th the Lady, you 
ht 
— Knight, 
make my huſband, will I never forget. Lady, 
1 „I wonder how you can ſet your af- 
my pp dag: is of goa 
cannot ſpeak a word. True, quoth the N 
love learneth to regard him with > fahle 
ion, therefore I will never change my mind 


j 


his leave of 
Great Duke, your daughter hath given me an utter 
«denial, declari will have no other huſband 


f 


that conquered the Green Taighr. Quoth 
e, She muſt not have her own will; tur be 
a little patient this day, and I will talk with 
my ſelf. Orſon, having returned thanks, left 
cgurt, and went to relate the whole matter of 
is proceedings with the Lady Feazn to Valentine, 
who ſaid, Brother, now you find her faithful, let 
us go together to the palace, for I am aſſured the 
Duke will g.ve good entertainment. Brother, ſ-1d 
Orſon, do as you pleaſe, Valentine then cloathed 
himſelf in rich apparel, and Orſon put on nothing 
but the jacket in which ae firſt entered into Acqui- 
tain, 


— 
2 
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1 
Fire! 


having 
Fezon, 
countenance, and 
Lad Y others ; 
ichfel ed 2 
| man that 
took which 
5 faid, went 
! Ukter » 
ſband | a 8 
Wuoth San, pardon my raſkineſs, in that I would have given 
ut be perfuaded 
with Sir, quoth 
, left Duke demanded 
er of their time, ſince 
tine, their departure? Orſon told him their whole pro- 
. let d eſcaped, and 
| the the Emperor of 
ſ-1d King Pepin 


to 
thed of France, wham they had lately found in Portu- 
hing gal. Tue Duke bearing that they were of royal 
| bload, was glad thereat, and faid, You are worthy 
ain, of all honour by walva of your birth, but I am 


VA 
his mothe 
arms, and 
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ſorry that your father the Emperor, and your uncle 
King Pepin, are fo hardly befieged by the Sarzzens, At laſt fr 
that, anleſs fperdy aid be ſent unto them, they will come to 
be torced to yield themfelves. At this neus Va- baniſhed 
len'ine grew e:ce.dins fad ; but Pacolet at laſt put commend 
him out of the dumps, by aſſuring bim that ere the ther Kin 
mo ry right he wonld fend him to Conſtantincple. — 
Bus, qucth Valentine, it muſt be then by the devil's breathing 
mem. Sir, ſaid Pacolet, mount yeu upon my the contr 
wooden borſe, and try the event. Accordingly on tain my 

the morrow Valentine prepared for his flight, but lentine, { 
beſore his departure the Duke married hi daughter IN Me 
unto Orton, in the preſence of the Lady Bellifane, A fach. 
and tne Lady Clerimond, on which occaſion there pardon f 


W t triumphs. mifing, | 
ere great triumphs | | at 
CHAP. V. 0 | took a n 


Of the affeting Talc of the Empreſs to Villentine ber I ben 
Som, before bis I curney to Conſtantinople ; and made re 
oha Speeches paſſed between him, his Father, and rung 
his Uncle; and 554 Valentine and the Green Knight he woul 
were taken Pr. ert im the Battle of Corfuntinople, | the 
and afterwards delivered by P:colet, fc, night a 

Alent'ne, in taking his Icave for Co-i.antinople, Conſtan 
ſaid thus unto de Duke, nd Orten his bro- and the 
ther, Lords, with you I lave my lovely Clerimond. 

Valentine, quoth the Duke, take you no thought 

for her, for I ſhalt bave a fatherly eye over ker, as 

well as I have over my daughter Fezon. 

Valentine then came to Clerimond, who, loth 

to part with him, wept bitterly. Orſon ſaid thus, 

Brother, commend me to my father the Emperor, 

'and to my uncle King Pepin, and tell them ere long 

I will viftit them. Brother, quoth Valentine, I 

fall remember you. Eur Valentine had a duty yet 


more affecting to do; namely, to tike his leave of 
his 
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his mother, who claſped him round with her 
arms, and was. not to ſpeak for fome time. 
At laſt ſhe thus burſt forth, My fon, now will it 


come to light that I have been baſely and falſly 
baniſhed my huſband's bed and country. Oh! 
commend me to the Emperor, and alſo to my bro- 
ther King Pepin, and ſay unto them that Iam 


| Fivnocent., Morcover, if there be ſuck a man 


breathing, that will. but once open his mouth to 
the contrary, fight thou for me, ard juſtly main- 
tain my unſpotted chaſtity, Mother, quoth Va- 
lentine, all this and wore | ſhall perform, and ere 
many months have run their courſe, I ſhal! cauſe 
my father to receive you again, and ask your 
pardon for his raſh proceedings. At length. pro- 
mifing, ſo ſoon as they were arrived, to ſend Paco- 
ſet to bring tidings. of all that ſhould happen, he 
took a molt affecting farewel, _ % 

Then went be to the lodging of Pacolet, who 
made ready his wooden horſe, and, ſetting Va- 
lentine behind him turned the pin the ſame way 
he would take, and ſuidenly they were mounted 
in the air ſo ſwiftly, that they arrived the next 
night at the great hall of the imperial palace at 
Conſtantinople, where the Emperor, King pin, 
and the Green Knight fat at ſupper. Valentine 
was ſoon eſpied by King Pepin, who in great fur- 
prize thus exclaimed, Great Emperor, bebold 
here a valiant Knight, and your own lawful fon! 
The Emperor was much amazed, and riſing from 
the table, made towards him and kiſſed him: then 
King Pepin took him in his arms, and embraced 
bim; as did alſo the Green Knight. But the 
Emperor bis father, was greatly aſhamed at his 
fag, in baniſhing his unſpotred and guiltleſs 
vie. 5 
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Sarazens; after which Valentine with his ſpear 
ſo encountered the Soldan himſelf, that he could 
ſcarcely fit his horſe. Moraldus, one of the chief 
commanders of the Sarazens, was ſlain, and the 
Admiral taken priſoner, by the Green Knight. 
But theſe two Knights were ſo triumphant in thei 

victory, that they preſſed he enemy too far, and 
when they would return they could not, and ſo 


couſequently were taken priſoners by the Sara- 
zens, and brought before the Solan, who having 
gotten them in bands, vowed by his Mahomet that 
they ſhould never eſcape with life, but be hung 
upon a gibbet before the city walls. 

Chriftians, however, that had ſeized the booty 
of victuals, being reinforced from the city, com- 
pelled the Pagans to retire into their tents, and 
tafely conveyed the proviſions into the city. 
Emperor was never 1 nn 


7 


1209 THE FAMOUS HISTORY OF 


loſs of his ſon Valentine and the Green Knight ; 
as was alſo the worthy King Pepin : but Pacolet 
comforted them, ſaying, Great Sirs, leave off 

ur lamentations, for it ſhall fare better with 

alentine and the Green Knight than you ima- 
gine. Friend, faid the Emperor, if thy words 
prove true, I ſhall advance thy eſtate. Sir, re- 
plied he, ſhortly you ſhall make trial of my love 
and reſpe& towards you. So he betook him to his 
wooden horſe, and departing towards the Soldan's 
hoſt, got thither juſt at the inſtant the Soldan was 
about to judge Valentine and the Green Knight 
to death; which having done, and appointed the 
next morning for their execution, the Soldan en- 
tered his pavillion to ſupper, where being fat, 
Pacolet came and faluted him in the name of 
Mahomet. Pacolet, quoth the Soldan, t::ou art 
welcome; how fareth Ferragus my dear friend ? 
Sir, ſaid Pacolet, right well; and by me ſends 
joyful tidings, if you will pleaſe to hear them. 
Right gladly, ſaid the Soldan; I prithee begin, 
Then Pacolet drew him afide out of the hearing 
of his attendants, and faid, Sir, I am ſent from 
Portugal by the fair wife of Ferragus, whoſe 
heart is on fire with the long-concealed love ſhe 
hath borne towards you. Ferragus is in Acqui- 
tain; the opportunity ſhould not be omitted; 
therefore come with me, for by means of my 
horſe I will ſuddenly convey you to the fair Lady's 
fight. Pacolet, anſwered the Soldan, thou hat 
more gladdened my heart than all the world's 
treaſure could have done. She is the only woman 
living that ever I aimed at, but never knew I 
how to effect my wiſhes. The Soldan c:uſcd, Pa- 
colet to be highly feaſted in his pavillion, where 
he faw Valentine and the Green Knight, who 
| were 
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were at the preſence of Pacolet, but 
durſt not any ſhow :bereot;, and Pacolet, on 
the other fide, diſſembled his joy at finding them. 
Supper being ended, the Soldan commanded the 
priſoners to be ſtrongly guarded, and withdrew to 
his chamber to reſt. | 

In the dead time of the night came Pacolet 
unto Valentine and the Green Knight, and to 
their inexpreſſible joy freed them from their bonds, 
and by art ſo charmed all their warders, who dept 
ſecurely, that he conducted them paſt all danger. 


Soldan replied, Thou haſt done well to awaken 
me; and then calling his chamberlain, gave him 
this charge: Sirrah, if my uncle Bryan ask for 


me, tell bim I am gone a little way with Pacolet. 
Then Pacolet took the Soldan behind bim upon 
his wooden horſe, and turning the pin, the horſe 
role up into the air fo ſwiftly, that in a little time 
they were come to Conſtantinople, even in the 
Emperor's palace. The Soldan perceiving Pacoler's 
horſe to make a top, ſaid, Friend, are we at our 
journeys end? Yea, anſwered Pacolet, for we are 
now in Portugal, in the palace of King F us. 
Therefore enter you into the great hall, whilſt I 
will hafte into the chamber of the lady, and pre- 
ſently cauſe you to be brought to her. So the 
Soldan fat in the hall, eagerly expecting the re- 


turn of Pacolet, while he repaired to the chamber 
againſt the door of 
ve ſo forcible a ſtroke, that the cham- 
d who it was that thus preſumed to 

G diſturb 


wherein the Emperor lay; 
which be 
berlain 
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moreover, I have brought along with me the 
dan himſelf, who thinks he is in 
will, I truſt, be ſoon undeceived to his The 
chamberlain immediately — ane” we agar theſe ti- 
dings to the Emperor and King Pepin, arming 
— — 1 the where the Soldan 


tte! 


deceived by that traitor Pacolet : and after lament- 
ing his death, they choſe his uncle Bryan Soldan. 

heſe things being done, Pacolet took his leave 
of the Emperor, in order to return into Acquitain, 
to comfort the Lady Clerimond, as was promiſed ; 
but before his departure Valentine came unto him 
aud ſaid, Pacolet, at your arrival in Acquitain,falute 
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from me my mother Belliſant, and my loving Lady 
Clerimond, my brather Orſon, and the Duke 
of Acquitain, with the reſt of his nobles; and 
above all the reſt, deliver this to my mother, by 
which the ſhall underſtand all our ccedings 
here. Sir, ſaid Pacelet, all this I will perform ; 
ſo taking bis horſe, he les ped upon him, and he 
flew up ino the air as {ſwift as ſmoak. 

By the next morning Pacolet had come to his 
journey's end, and finding the Duke of Acquitain, 
the Empreſs Bel.ifant, Orſon, and Clerimond, all 
in ſafety, he ſa'uted them all, and delivered them 
letters, and ſaid unto Belliſant, Lady, your fon 
Valentine greeteth you well, ſhewing you, that 
the Emperor is right forrowful about your baniſh- 
mert, and hath requited the treaſon of the traitor 
with the loſs of hu life; wherefore he promileth, 
ſo ſoon as he can free his country from the 
incurſions of the Sarazens, to come to you himſelf 
in perſon. The lady hearing theſe joyful tidings 
ſuddenly fell into a ſwoon; but being ſomewhat 
come to herſelf, ſhe faid, Orſon, my child, I am 
overcome with jor, in that I underſtand I am prov- 
d vor at of the abominable crimes I was 4 
Cu > The: ſpeed the Emperor th 
ther, or ihe xg = . 


CH A P, XXVL 
Hew King Trompart came before Acquitain, to /ac- 
cuur Ferragus ; Hon the Kirg of India caujed King 
Trompart's Head to be ffruck off; how Ferragus 
was ſlain; how Orſon and Duke Savary, &c. 
went with their Army to Conitantinople ; ard tow 
the Emperor received his Son, and his Wife Belliſant. 
12 Giant Ferragus, whom we left defeated, 
and flying from Acquitain, was nevertheleſs 
determined to take revenge on Valentine and —__ 
G 2 a 
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and his ſiſter Clerimond; and calling a meſſenget. 
dclivered to him a letyfr to King Trompart, of 
whom he defired aid againſt his enemies; for 
which he would give unto him for wife his faſter 
Clerimond. At the cloſe of his letter he defirced 
Trompart to bring along with him the enchanier 
Adrimain. Now it fo happened that, at the ſame 
time that Pacolet arrived in 2 mentioned 
in the -preceding -chapter, King Trompart came 
thither alle = aid Fe #1 according to 
the defire of Ferragus, had brought with him 
Adrimain the enchanter, in order to confound 
Pacolet im his own art. Ad:imain, having received 
infruftions as to the matters to be effected, went to 
work in the following manner: being provided 
with a large quantity of viduals, he took his way 
to the city of Acquitain, craving entrance at the 
gates to ſell his victuals, which was eaſily granted. 
After he had fold all, he went to the , where 
he met with Pacolet, to whom he was well known. 
Adrimain, quoth Pacolet, you are welcome ; what 
is your errand? You know, anſwered Adrimain, 
that long [ſerved King 'Trompart; but one in his 
court having ſmitten me, becauſe I would not 
teach him the principles of my art, I drew forth 
my knife and killed him: fo fearing death, 1 fled 
from the court, and am come to prove unto you a 
faithful ſervant, if you be pleaſed to accept me. 
Adrimain, faid Pacolet, let it be fo; e thee 
gocd cheer, and be merry. As they were in thei 
cups, Adrimain ſeeing the fair Clerimond paſs thro' 
the hall, demanded what lady it was. Iris th 
fiſter of Ferragus, anſwered Pacolet. Then came 
Orſon unto them, ſaying, Gentlemen, I ceulc 
gladly wiſh that one of your art would ſhew 
tomewhat to delight the aſſembly. At thele 

word: 
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words, Adrimain drew up a cup above a pillar, in- 
ſuch wiſe, that through the palace (ſeemingly to 
all the company) ran @ river, furniſhed with all 
forts of fiſh. . Pacolet beholding this feat, began 
a ſong, and in that a charm; whereby a hart 
ſeemed to run through that river, followed by 
hunters with their hounds. This made many of 
the beholders attempt to take the hart ; but P.co- 
let made the hart ſuddenly to vaniſh, — This ſport- 
over, the company broke up,. and Pacolet led 
Adrimain to his own chamber: But this proved 
fatal; for towards midnight Adrimaĩin enchanted 
all within the court, and with them Pacolet; and 
er e the wonderful wooden horſe, he went into 
chamber of Clerimond, and ſetting her on the 
horſe behind him, turned the pin, and ſuddenly 
arrived in the tent of King Trompart. Now, ſaid 
the King, as ſoon as he ſaw him, I well ive” 
thy love. Is this the fier of us ? Yea, an- 
ſwered Adrimain; and have robbed Pacolet my 
fellow magician of this horſe, which he ſhall never 
be maſter of again. * but, ſaid the King, art 
thou ainted with the manner of his horie. O 
long fince,. worthy King, and, by virtue of the 
in, how to govern him; which having explained, 
rompart thought to make experience of the 
horſe.. bumſelf, by taking Clerimond behind him 
into his own country, there to marry her. With 
4 e this purpoſe, after embracing the Lady in his 
in their] arms, (for all this while ſhe was not awaked out 
aſs thro'} of her enchanted fleep, ) he ſet her on the horſe of 
It is the wood, which, upon the pin being turned, mounted 
en came fwiftly into the air, and before the next morning 
1 ceuldj was 200 miles on his way; when the fair Lady 
d ſhew Clerimond awoke from her enchanted fleep, and 
At thelef ſeeing herſelf deluded, fell ſuddenly into a ſwoon. 
worde 1 | This 
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This ficuck to the heart of King Trompart, for Ee 


was afraid ſhe was dead: fo turning the pin, he 
ſtopped the horſe in a fair green ſie dy a foun- 
tain, and laying the lady on the grafs, took a 


little water, and caſt it on her face, At laſt Cle 
rimond coming again to her ſenſes, with a flood of 
tears uttered theſe words: Unhappy I above all 
creatures, for I have loſt my joy by c:rſed treaſon. 
Trompar: hearing this, faid, Lady, leave off this 
lamentation: is it not berter for thee to be my 
wife, who am ſole lord of this j riſdiktion, than 
to have a beggarly ſtart-up, that hath neither land 
nor living ? And with theſe words he would have 
kiſſed her, but the Lady hit him with her fi 
upon the mou b. ee e e 
This unlocked - for difdainfolneſs put King 
Trompart into ſuch anger, that he forcibly ſet her 
upon the horſe again; and turning the = the 
wrong way, preſently, inftead of carrying her into 
his own country, he lighted in India, in the midft 
of a market-place. Trompart at firſt thought be 
had been in his own country, but- he ſoon found 
his miſtake; for being carried as a foreigner before 
the King of India, who knew him well, was thus 
accoſted by him, Welcome, King Trompart, for 
you are he that put my brother to death; where- 
fore now I will be revenged on thee; and fo cauſed 
his head to be ſmitten off. After this, Clerimond 


was led into the King's palace, where he addrefied | 


Her as follows, Lady, I know not whence you are ; 
but the bright ſplendor of your face hath enthralle4 
my heart ; wherefore if you pleaſe to be my wife, 
I will make you queen of all this continent. Sir, 
quoth ſł e, you ſpeak graciouſly ; but I have vowed 
not to take any man to husband, for the ſpace of 
one whole year. Wherefore pleaſe to let ad 
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be accompliſhed, and then I will willingly conſent 
theyero, Well, faid the King, thy an is rea- 
ſonable; let it be as thou haſt ſaid. So he command- 
ed that ſhe Gould be treated with as much ſtate 
4 if ſhe was his ; amidit which ſplendor 
Clerimond did —— to take eſpecial — 
the wooden horſe. 
Now, the morning after Adrimain had deceived 
Pacolet, t lamentations were made for the fair 
Cleri thro t the city of Acquitain ; 
and when Pacotet found Adrimain and the wooden 
horſe miſſing, he fell into a moſt grievous paſſion, 
in'omach, that, had not Orfon at that iuſtaat come 
in. he would - have killed himſelf. After fome 
time, being come to bis refiection, Lords, faid 
Pacoler, 1 wilt not give over till I am 
mat traitor Adrimain, by whom we are all thus 
wronged. Herewithal he led himſelf like 
a gailant maid, and took 3 
— — where being arrived, many Pagans 
praye for her love; but evermore Pacolet excuſed 
imfelf, ſaying, Pardon me, I pray you, for | am 
— — the enchanter Adrimain, and 
they let her paſs on, At laſt Pacoler 
the tent where Adrimain was; who 
to make love to her. Pacolet at d 
ſqucamiſh, but — giving bil 
hopes of a compliance with his defires, Adrimain 
_ eommitted the maiden to one of his ſervants, to 


King Trompart. 
vant anfwcred, I think he is 1 * 
his own country, carrying along im 
Lady Clerimond, upon a horſe of wood that my 
G4 maker 
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mai.cr gave him: whereat Pacolet was vexed to the 
heart, —S$oon zierwards Adrimain took his 
ed miſtreſs to his own: tent, 


Vi... attire, he clad himfelt 11 all tie richeſt 
ct that Adrimain had; after which be cut off 
his head, and bare it away with him towards 
the tent of Ferragus, and there by his art he 
aſs cat every one nto a heavy ſleep. This done 
he entered the tent of Ferra where he 

den!;, made him leap out of is bed, and 


hiwicitz then tying the giant to his girdle, 

le: made him run 55 hy ——— till he 
came to the gates of the ducal palace in the city 
of Acquitain, where he found the Duke, accom- 
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After the death of Ferragus, accompa- 
nied « & the Lady Fezon, the 477 6 Belliſant, 


hey — 
with 
s. Fear not "or ſaid Pacolet, for't will 
— to enter. 
ow King Pepin the Em _ | 
of the fi wars in greet didn _ x to 
obtain w ich, Valentine, accompanied © by the - 
Green. Kni t. and a band of foldiers, tallied 
out of C „and ſeized upon 200 cha- 
riots of victuals o tne Pagans, Jing al all - thoſe” 
that guarded 12 Returnin Con- 
ſtantinople they were r the Soldan, 
| 8 . Afficion; 
A 2 1 enſued: but Va- 
lentine e King o e and the 
of Carion;: and the Green Knight, alſo, 
truck off the ſhield of the of Morien, and 
ſlew his brother. Yet all this Iittle avziled ; for 
in the end they were both taken priſoners, and led 
before the Sqldan, who aſſem fficen Pagan 
Knights' ta adjudg e them to death. At this junc- 
tare, Pacolet, in the midſt of the throng, came 
before the Sa ei and kneeling down, 
faid to 85 2 Right dear Sir; 1 am a meſſen- 
r +. — the great King of 
ws yo your ; rang * brought alon 
with Shim: hty kin ays you, 
yoo have any — 2 » fad them to 
im, as he . his 3 
try, to draw o this the 
deferred j TA. „ W A 
ed that Pac 


ede fealte and lodggg 
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In the dead time of the night Pacolet went unto 
Valentine and the Green Knight, unbound them, 
and giving to each 2 horſe, bid them follow bim, 
wh'ch they did with hearts overflowing with joy 
at their unexpected delivery. Being out of the 
enemies rezcb, Pacolet acquainted them with the 
approach of the Duke of Acquitain ard the Knight 

- v4 and the noble Empreſs and the Lady Fezon. 

8. but faid Valentine, why cometh not the fair 
- Clerimond? Then anſwered Pacolet, ſhe would 
have come. but being ſea fick was forced fo return 
again into Acquitain. So Valentine queſtjoned no 
farther with him. Then Pacolet — Valentine 
— the Green Knight to go into the city of Con- 

antino;le, and on the morrow ifſue out thereof 
with a mighty army upon the enemy; in the 
mean time he would on the other fide ſo manage 
that the hoſt of the warlike Duke fovld come up, 
to give 2 freſh afiault; though the Soldan ſhould 


and 

way to the Duke of Acquitain, telling him that 
he had freed Valentine and the Knight ; 
and further ſhewed what plan bad been agreed 
upon for the deſiruction of the Saraten forces. 
Accordingly, the next mornin at break of day 
the Em and. Ting Pepin iſſued out of the city 
to aſſault the enemy, who were a: firſt much ſur- 
riſed at ſo ſudden an attack; but recovering them - 
ves, the battle became extremely hot and doubt- 
ful, till the Duke of Acquitaio, with his forces, 
came up and aſſailed the Sarazens ſo fiercely, chat 
they beat down all before them, and thus the 

Chriffians gained a complete victory. 
When the battle was ended, Valentine and Or- 
D being come before the Emperor, Father, quoth 
| Valentine 
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Val-ntine, there. you may behold wy brother 
Orſon, whom as yet you never knew. Then the 
Emperor embraced him with tears, and fo did the 
worthy King Pepin, Valenti e, the Green Knight, 
Blandiman, and Guidard the merchant, who van- 
quiſhed the falſe Arch-pri Aſter this, they all, 
with great triumph, ſet out to viſit the tent of 
the noble Empreſs Belliſant and the Lady Fezon. 
When the Em ſaw his wife Bellifant, 
leaped off his horſe, and in tears and fighs be 
aced her, not being At laſt 


the hard deali ink the — 2 req uĩri 
pardon. 4428 ſhe, ſince it hath k 
leaſed the Fates to bring me unto your fight, 1 
y forgive all wrong ; but 1 long to fee the, 
man that proved my innocency with his ſwords 
Love, quoth the Emperor, this is he by whom 
your honour was preſerved, | Sir, quoth the Lacks 

you ought to be rewarded for your ſervice to 
mperor of Gteece, and the King of France: 
wherefore I make you my chamberlain, and will 
give you yearly a thouſand marks in gold. Lady, 
thank your bounty, (returned the merchant,) and 
will attend you during life. Then faid Valentine, 
Mother, I pray tell me ſome tidings of Clerimond, 
Fair fon, Clerimond wa, ftolen Acquitain, 
and given to King Trompart, who came to the 
Pagans aid. Valentine, hearing this, looked 
ſtrangely upon Pacolet, thinking « he had de- 
ceived him, and would have ſmitten him. Quoth 
Pacolet, | entreat you ta be patient, for an en- 
chanter hath flolen my horſe away; but I have 
been. reven on him, by cutting off his head 
Valentine, underſtanding theſe misfortunes, an 
that every one was innocent, fell into bitter 
lamentations fer his lo's. 
| G6 CHAP. 
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How King Pepin and Orſon returned into France, where Orſon 
was accuſed of a Deſign of murdering the King, but proved 
' bis Innocence by fighting his Accuſers. How Valentine, is 
ſeet'ug Clerimond, fought and killed a Dragon, and after- 
wards rejelted the lawlcj; Love of Queen Rozamond. And 
bow the Emperor of Greco and Green Knight were 
tale a 4. 
rk | wars being ended, King n, Orſon, and the 
14 took leave of all s at Conſtantino- 
with Kiſſes and tears, and returned to France, where 
any thing was wanted of the King, Orſon was the man 
o be applied to; fo great a favourite did be become ;—and 
warm, promiſed, in cafe of the death of his young ſon 
Charjes (of whom mention has been formerly made) to ſet 
Orſon upon the throne of France. This fretted Havf 
and Henry (mentioned in the beginning of this hiſtory} 
tw the very foul, in ſomuch that they determined »a-ds 
| murdered, and that in ſuch a manner a8 to make 
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fearing the King would awake, he faultered, and for a ti 
12 ſec ; bue 
being we within the 


„and retired to his hiding-p In the mean timo 
Orton was fo troubled with frightful dreams that he could 
not reſt, but waking exclaimed, The defend me and 
age Valentine from trezſons! At break of day Or- 


ter- 


mir en CORO SRO erfiillt 3d 


VALENTINE AND'-ORSON. z 


arm was to give the x ſtroke: yet, continued 
I have fe the knife in the 's bed, ang it wilt be 
CORE be? retend that we have difcovered con- 
| the King 8 —— 


— 


ed 
he, 
Fr 


| h 
; and; This plot ws "ghty 


— — when. Uaneraime wa © wa 
to kill him in his ſleep, and requeſted that Orfon might 
ſecure& as the principal traitor of four, who had for 
purpoſe hid 2a knife in bis bed: and the truth 
was attefted” by his brother Florent: The King was 


— carried ſach 
„ believing the accofation, began to 
- , and ordered him to be : 
5 — drou t to jud ent in the hall. Thither 
Bakke amp Orſon fpoks as follows: Royal Sir, and 
Lords, fine ſince my words cannot defend me, I require 
raoes of — which is, that when a man ſhall 
be accuſed of murder or treafon, he may crave a combde 
againſt his enemy. Garnier pretended there was no occafion 
to fight, by reaſon the fat was fo plainly - Burthe- 
twelve Peers of France adjudged” that n's demand was 
reaſonable; and ordered Garnier and Florent to 
try the ine with him in combat on 2 certain day. 
went fore againſt the wills of Garnier and Florent; but 
Haufray and i 
vide 3009 men to 
of a horn, in caſe they were like to-be overcome. The day 
appointed for the fight being arrived, the three combatants 
entered the field; and = the temps giving the ſignal to 
en ga N Orſon, not 
with g they were two to one, by his aftoniſhin 


1 


: 


either killed or difabled, they fer 
when Orſon, watching a fit op 
would have ſtruck at Garnier, — ſudd 
arm, bit Florent in ſuch wiſe that he 3 — 
and Henry, 2 one of their ns 
— * in grea x; — Garnier diſeloſing 
and the 4 Sp it, 42 their lives; 
fore, mark, Rats anon, 2 what treacherous means 


agreed upon to ſereen themieives, Or- 
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— 
thereof with the reſt : i 
w, beware of Ha and Henry ; for I much 

{ey bad a hand in the treachery. 

We muſt now return to Valentine, who, after the war 
was ever, could not reſt without Clerimond, and reſolved to 
inqueſt of her. Accordingly, having taken an affeftionate 
of the Emperor and Empreſs, he left Conſtanti- 

accompanied by Pacolet and two other attendants, 
put to ſea. Being come to Antioch, they were, through 
information hoſt with whom they lodged, ſum- 


of t 


tian, faid his Majeity to Valentine, you muit either re- 
nounce your faith, er fight a dragon, bigger than a horſe, 
like a fowl, feathered like a griffin, with a head like 
great ſting within her mouth, a fierce look, the 
82 _— 
quoth Valentine, I will try my fortune againſt the 
— — that, if I 4. hay will — Ma- 
ho iſm and became a Chriſtian, To this the King rea- 
dily agreed on oath; for never did any return alive that 
he the dragon. Then Valentine cauſed a ſhield to be 
and thereon faſſened a great number of ſpikes of fic-1 
foat, long, and as ſharp as needles. Thus furniſhed, he 

on , mounted his horſe, and iſſued forth to feek 


before the King, for not having paid tribute. Chri- 


a ct mts warh ' 


againſt the 
leave Ma- 
he King rea- 
n alive that 
ſhield to be 
pikes of fie-l 
urniſhed, he 
ſorth to feek 
windows to 
were fain to 
of a man or 
ature out of 


© dragon c- 


the dragon, 


out of her 
is ſaddle 
bow, 
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bow, deſcended from his horſe, and went rowards — 
Bon, 
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ſmite Valentine; but he 


who h 
caught the blow 


— — — 


cried out moſt horribly, and drew back. 
; whereat the dragon roſe upon her fee? 
pt retreatin 
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with his ſbicid, at which the dragon returned again to the 
rock; Then Pacoles put on Valentine's helm, and ſaid, 
Sir, Lam ſore wounded, and muſt of neceflity return to the 
city. - When the .dcagon. perceived Pacolet a great way off, 
the again flew directly at his head, to have laid hold 
thereon; but Valentine threw his ax fb right, that he cur off 
one ot her wings, and brought her to the ; when 
Valentine quickly ſmote of the other wing. grievous 
— the * * the dragon, ey the battle 

exceedingly oben owuch, that at length Valentine 


came that be could noe lift up his arm any lon 
to wield — —— wor to reſt awhi 
the beaſt — . 
Valentine 


attacked the dragon; 
wherewithal ſhe fell to 


Me grobes, and ran ie | 


tine 2 12 


looked u 


tor him and opened to him her mind. Valentine thoughe it 
beſt not to affront her, by an entire and Mat re of her 
ſoit; on ſhe 


told her he, houid be bappy in the 
were — 44 


Se- at liberty to be 

t ſhe ought to confine 
is to her wedded huſband the ing. The-licentiovs Queen 
determined to remove the obſtacle to her deſires, 


hin 


rj 
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ich ht to drink 
oo be naval aſe, und Kavng me hs 


n r 
either drink this wine yourſelf, of tell me . 4 

into it. The Queen, = . confefied what Thad dane, 
—_—_ uaded to it hy 2 who 
deſerved death. King declared 2 oath. that ſhould 
1 — ed the Queen, that ſhe ſent one of 
her attendants to acquaint Valentine with. the King 2 
Valentine, rather than expoſe the Queer, in all } 
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contrived to put poiſon into-a cup of 
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barked with his companions on board a veſſel, and left the 
ity. On the morrow, the King having informed his no- 
bles of the fuppoſed treachery of Valentine, demanded. what 
death he deferved. One of the oldeſt Barons obſerving that 
Valentine ought 
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night, 
hn, in hi placed his two daught 
and Galazy, whoſe peerleſs beauty bad captivsted thy hearts 
of fourteen — — > but Branditfer would, not fuf- 
fer Galazy the married ſtate. Here, too, the Em- 
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How Clerimond frrened 1 —— — the Son 
| 1 ; Lucar, te 
King Trompart, — to rev his: Father's. Peat 4 
and how he. eſpouſed Rozamond, the [ur Daughter of Bran- 
differ; b Rozamond contrived: to be taken Priſoner by the 
King of India's Troops.;- and how King Pepin took the City 
of Angory, &c. Ge. 2 | 
E year being expired which. the King of. India had. 
gran.cd to the Lady Clerimand, ſhe was now, in- order 
to avoid her marriage with him, conſtrained to pretend mad-- 


neſs ; . 
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neſs; and this ſhe did fo naturally, that none of her atten- 
dants dared to come near her, but conveyed her food through 
the window of her apartment. 

In the mean time, Valentine, hearing that King Trompart 
had been flain by the King of India, and that his fon Lucar 
had afſembled a numerous amy to revenge his death, aided 
by Brandiffer, whoſe daughter Rozamond, widow of the late 
King of Antioch before mentioned, he had obtained in mar- 
riage (for he was very rich). Valentine, hearing this, deter- 
mined to enter into the ſervice of Lucar, as the moſt likely 
means of obtaining ſome tidings of his beloved Clerimond. 
With this view he proceeded towards Eſclardy, where King Lu- 
eur then was, and on his way flewa Sarazen who was 
violence to a young damſel. This Sarazen was Marſhal to 
King Lucar, and his dead body being found, Valentine and 
Pacolter, being ſuppoſed the murderers, were brought before 
that King. and after being ſeverely beaten, were thrown into 

But Rozamond, recollefting Valentine, ke ſo 
ly in praiſe of his valour, that Lucar releaſed him and 
Pacolet from their confinement, and aſked Valentine whether 
de would undertake to carry a meſiage of defiance from him 
to the King of India, to which Valentine readily conſented. 
Lucar pretended much eſteem for him; but his real deſign in 
fendivy bim on this baſineſs was to deſtroy bim; as be 
— * that the King of India, who was very haughty, 
| doubtleſs him to death, as he had before many 
others, who bed ſent to him on a like meſſage. 
ſent for Valentine (for whom ſhe ſtill 
had a liking) privately to her chamber, and, i 


Tom the King of India, who bad courted her, and which ſhe 
bid Valentine deliver to him in her name, with this meſſage 
that, akho' her father had given her in marriage to anot 

much againſt her will, ſhe ſtill remined the fincereſt aſſection 
for him, and that, as ſhe was to accompany Lucar in his 
intended expedition, ſhe wiſhed him (the King of India) to 
contrive ſome method to carry her away; and ſhe affured 
Valentine, that by ſo doing, he might depend on being well 
received by the. King of India. Valentine returned many 
thanks; and having taken leave of the King, he embarked 
on board a veſlel which conveyed him acroſs an arm of 
the fea to a port only two miles diſtant from the capital 
of the King of India's dominions. On his quitting the 
ſhip, one of the mariners was overheard by Valentine to 
fay, that if he ever returned, the 5 
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through for that of fifty perſons who had been fent on the ſame 

errand, not one of them had come back. When Va- 

lentine entered the palace ball, the King fternl 
not | of Ki 
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murder of Kin 
ds ſhould be utterly laid waſte, and hi 
to the ſword. — replied the King of Indi 
zugh at your maſter's and menaces, and ſhould cer- 
tainly put you to death for ybur inſolenee in bringing 
and 
fake 


arrogant a defiance, were it not for the love 
which I bear to the fair Rozamond, for whoſe 
be permitted to return without injury, if you can 
N by which I kriow that you come from 
lady. Valentine then Rozamond's meſſage, 
1 to the King the ring. This ring the Nin 
ndia well remembered, and, high ly rejoiced, ordered v 
tine to be ſumptuouſſy entertained, whilft he 
anſwer to King Lucw's defiance. When Valemine had wi 
drawn, he made all poſſible enquiry for bis dear Clerimond, 
but could not get any intelligence of her; not onee imagini 
that ſte was at that very time in the court of the King 
India. Early the next Valentine departed, and 
ing arrived at the port where veſſel lay waiting for him, 
the mariners were aſtoniſhed at ſeeing him again, and could 
ſcarcely believe he had delivered his meſſage. On their ar- 
rival at Efctardy, Valentine found King Lucar, accompanied 
by Brandiffer and fourteen other princes, his allies. Lucat 
marvelled at the ſafe return of Valemine, and the anfwer he 
brought being read, Brandiffer ſwore that he would never 
return home till he had ſubdued — Lucar. 
On the next day King Lucar embarzed with an | 
208,000 Sarazens, taking with him the Lady Rozamone, 
and, quickly reaching his enemy's dominions, pitched his 
tents on a pleaſant ſpot near the city in which the King of 
India kept his court. That Prince, with ſome heralds, hav- 
ing aſccndcd a high tower, he demanded of them to 
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the roft, he was right joyful, and 
y to get ber into his poſſeſhon ; and 
iflved: out with his army. againft the 
randiffer was putting bis men in order 


qu 
what had. paſſed, who, difſembling 
had a ife mi 
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„Which be made ſoon afterwards, he 
proved more fortunate; for the lady b+ving rode ſome dif. 
tance from-the camp,. under pretence of taking. he air, he, as 
it had, been ſecxecly' agreed on between them, — iſſued 
forth; and; taking her horſe by the bead, conveyed her ſafe 
into the city. She ſome time after bore him 2-fon, who was 
named Rave('re, aud who, in a courſe of gears, got poſſeſſion 
of Jerufalem. Intelligence was now brought to Brandiffer 
that King Pepin of France and his twe ve peer had entered 
his dominions with a numerous army, and that they had laid 
fege to the city of Angory, where his lady then lay in child-hed. 
Valentine, and a Pagan General named Mu: galant, were there- 
force diſpatched by Lucar to the relief of Angory, and when 
they came in fight of tha Chriſtian army which lay before the 
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cn, Valentine, remarking theic number to be very great, a 
viſed that a meſſage ſhould be: ſecretiy feat to the 
make a ſally on their cnemies the next moral. 
troops of Lucar ſhou'd attack them on the other fide, 
who fivad by, undertook to deliver this meſſage. fay 
was well acquainted with their language, and his offer 
cording'y accepted ; but his defign herein was very different 
from what he preteaded. When he came to the camp of the 
Chriftians he was ftopped by one of the cenctries, who took 
him to be a ſpy ; but Pacolet defired to ſpeak with Orfon, and 
being brought into his preſence, acquainted him that Valentine 
and Murgalant, at the head of 100,coo men, were come by 
order of the Kings Lucar and Brandiffer tu drive the Chriſtians 
out of thoſe terricories ; but, Fiid Paculet, if you will be ruled 
by me, their whole hot mall be betrayed into your hands by 
to-morrow-night. Orſon agreed, and having learnc from him 
all that had happened to his tracher Valentine from the time 
of their ſeparation, Pacolet departed on his errand to the 
befieged. Having entered the city, he delivered to Burnas, 
the admiral, the meſſage he bad been ſent with by Murgalant. 
At his seturn be acquainted Valentine that he had ſeen his 
brother Orſon ; but dared not mention to him a word of the 
deſigu which had been concerted between them, as he knew 
Valentine would never conſent to the intended treachery. 
The time being now come for the execution of this plot, he 
prevailed on Valentine to ictire to his tent, inſtead of keeping 
watch, as he at firſt intended to have done; and in the dead of 
the night, paſſing through the Pagan hoſt, he caſt them into = 
deep fleep. This being done, King Pepin entered their camp, 
at the head of go, oo men, ſetting fire to their tents, and 
putting to death all thoſe who refiited, amongſt whom was 
Murgalant. On the following day Burnas, the Admiral of the 
Swrazens, not knowing what happened, ſallied forth from 
the city upon the Chriftians, but was killed in the conflict, and 
the Pagans were obliged to :etire again within the walls, with 
confiderable loſs ; and the Chriſtians, entering with them, made 
themfetves mafters of the city. 


C H A P. XXIX. 

How Valentine heard Tidings of bis Father. How the King of 
India was taken Pr: joner, but releaſed, aud Brandiffer 2 
into h Power by Pachlet. Of the Viſion of King Pepin, Cc. 
How the Cali ph of Bendas reconciled Lucar and Brandiffer to 
the Indian King. How Haufray was caught in his own Snare. 

FTER the loſs of Angory, Valentine returned to King 


Luczr, carrying with him the dead body of — 
w 
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which Lucar cauſed to be honourably buried. When this event 


17, and aſſembling all his forces, ſuddenly came forth from 
the city co give the Sarazens bottle; but after great flavghrer 
on both fides, his troops were defeated and himſelf made pri- 
ſoner. It was agreed between Lucar and Brandiffer, that the 
Indian King ſhould be hanged the very next morning, after 
which Brandiffer propuſed to return immediate ly to his own 
to revenge himfelf on the French, and to put to 
death the Emperor of Greece and the Green Knight, whom 
he had confined in a ſtrong caſtle, Valentine, learning from 
this declaration of Brandiſſer where his father was, made a 
ivate fignal to Pacolet that he ſhould ſoon ftand in need of 
is aſſiſtance ; and afterwards they agreed that Pacclet ſhould 
not only work the releaſe of the Indian King, but alfo put 
Brandiffer into his power. Accordingly Pacolet caſt the 
guard which had the charge of the Indian King into a deep. 
fleep, and told him that he was the prophet Mabomet, ſent 
from heaven to his aſſiſtance; then throwing Brandifter's guard 
alſo into a profound fleep, he ſo enchanted him, chat he aroſe, 
and, without knowing what he did, got up on horſe back be- 
hind the King of India, at whoſe palace they both ſoon ar- 
we. without moleſtatlon. Soon afterwards Valentine and 
ited the army of the Sarazens to releafe the Em- 

— the Green Kaight, and ſeek the Lady Clerimond. 

A bout 2 King Pepin had a dream, in which he be- 
held a maſs-prieft, who ſhewed him a magnificent ſepulchre 
and à variety of relicks ; and this vifion he had three ſeveral 
times. Whereupon he told his nobles he confidered it as an 
intimacion from heaven that he ſhould go cn a journey 2 
falem, to viſit the holy in the neighbourhood of that 
city. Orſon, Myllon „ and the twelve Peers of 
France, all readily offered to accompany him, and thus at- 
tended, the King ſat out on his propoſed pilgrimage 3 after 
having inveſted his ſons Haufray and Henry with the city of 
Angory and the other places he had conquered in the domini- 
ons of Lucar: his kingdom of France he defi-ned for his 
youngeſt and legitimate ſon Charles. Hercat Haufray and 
Henry were highly incenſed ; fur nothing thor: of the crown of 
France would facisfy their ambition; therefore they plotted 
rogether to deliver their faiber and his companions into the 
hands of Brandiffer, on which treacherous bufineſs Hauf:ay 
went to India. Henry, however, embarked with his father 
and the peers for Jeruſalem. In the mean time a peace was 
couc luded between Lucar and the Indian King, by the media- 
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tion of the Caliph of Bendas, who that Brandifer 
ſhould be reftored, and that fair Ryzamond ſhould take her 
choice which ſhe would live with; for as to Lucar's having 
put Trompart to death, Trompart had killed Lucar's uncle; 
ſo that was no more than one for another, All parties 
Brandiffer was ſet at liberty; and Rozamond, being ſet be- 
tween the two other Kings, took to the Indian King, which 
greatly mortified Lucar. 

It was now that Haufray arrived in India, proffering to deliver 
Pepin and the twelve peers of France into Brandiffer's hands, 
on condition that he ſhould give him his daughter Galazy in 
marriage. Brandiffer was much ſhocked at the treacherous and 
unnatural conduct of this vile wretch, but, diſſembling his re- 
ſenement, pretended to accept of the „ and gave him a 


I propoſal 
letter for his daughter, in which he acquaimed her with the 


whole matter, charging her immediately on the receipt of it 
inflit ſuch puniſhment on the bearer as i i 
crimes deſerved. Haufray departed, and 
caftle in which Galazy refided, preſented 
on the peruſal of which ſhe ordered hi 
dark and diſmal 
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Caſtle of the alazy, Angory. Ki 

Pepin and his Companions fell into the Hands deer. 
who confined them in the ſame Caſtle. How 
changed Myllon Daugler for King A 
ried off by Pacolet, which coſt him bis Life. How the Army 


of the Sarazens was totally „ «nd how King Pepin 
Snened to Ks Dania, wick bad hoon + by the 


of Britain. 
Alentive and Pacolet, who (as already obſerved) had left 
the Sarazens in India, after à paſſi ge of many days, artiv- 
ed before the caftle of the Lady Galazy, in which the Emperor 
of Greece and the Green Knight were confined ; but being i 
formed by a demon whom Pacolet had raiſed, chat it could 


King Lucar, in conſequence of Haufray's infidious be: ray ing 
of King Pepia's journey ; and informing the Ki 
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the loſs of Angory, zequeſted him to deliver King Pepin, bis 
enemy, and all his ſuite, into his bends: and the King of 
Jury, heving an utter diflike to all Christians, forthwich com- 


his page; but that unworthy ſon, ſeeing danger, made ex 
cuſes, and propoſed ſome others: upon which Mylloa Deug- 
ler nobly offered his ſervice; and ſo when they were carried 


into the King of Jury's preſence, Myllon Daugler perſonated 
King Pepin, whilt he carried Myllon Daugler's hat and Hatz, 
in quality of page. They were ſoon given to underftand that 
they were loaked upon xs fo many ſpies; and, in ſpite of all 
they could fay, were delivered up to Brandiffer, who odere a 
them to be confined in the caftle of his daughter Galagy : but 
the King of India deſiriag to have the page (Pepin), who was 
of ſmall ſtature, for his dwarf, he carried him to I.dia. Now, 
it was the conſtant cuſte m of the King of India to ſend from 
his own table, at every meal, a dich of meat to the Lady 
Clerimond; and Pepin, being appointed to carry it to ber, 
began, on ſeeing ber ſad condition, pitifully to expreſs his ſor- 
row, and pray for her relief. Friend, ſaid Clerimond, pity 
thyſelt, I am not what I ſeem: but tell me, art thou really 2 
chriſt ian? Lady, anſwered Fepin, I am, and came from France. 
Then, ſaid Clerimond, ſmiling, maykap you know King Pepin 
ard his nephew Valentine? Aye, qouth he, and his brother 
Orſon, and their father the Emperor of Greece, At theſe 
words Clerimond med tears, yet ſpake, ſaying, Friend, may I 
put truſt in thee? Verily, replied Pepin, as.if I were thy own 
father. Hereupon, the Lady fully unboſomed herſelf, telling 
him, particularly, how ſhe was the hetrothed wife of Valentine, 
but had been betrayed and ſtalen away by Adrimain and King 
Trompart, and that her madneſs was 31! :counte rfeited, in oder 
to avoid being compeiled to-marry the King of India, in whoſe 
power the then was. King Peing was tranſported at this. diſcu- 
very, and, impatient to diſcloſe himſ If in turn cried out, Be- 
hold, fair Lady, the uncle of your Love! I am the very Fe- 
pin, King of France, concerning whom you have juſt made 
enquiry, Clerimond ſwooned at the news—but being recy- 
vered, her furprize was turned into joy and Kirg Pepin in- 
formed her by what means he had been brought into that ſer- 
vitude, but that he accounted it a happy event, as it had 
made him acquainted with her firvation, which he would not 
fail o take the firſt poſſible opportunity of imparting to Va- 
lentine, who was fill undertaking dangetous adventutes in 
queſt of her. 
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Now the Twelve Peers of France, and Henry the King's ſon, 
were confined by Brandiffer (as above ſaid) in the ſame dungeon 
with the Emperor of Greece, the Green Knight, and Haufray, 
who, to hide his treachery from them ,pretended he had been ſeiz- 
edas a ſpy. They all gave themſelves up for loſt, except 
who comforted them with the hopes of aſſiſtance from Valen- 
tine and Pacolet, being wholly unacquainted with the anſwer 
Pacolet had received from the demon. Having thus difpoſed 
of the priſoners, Brandiffer and Lucar went to lay fiege to 
Angory. The King of India ſent fome troops, but did not 
go in perſon, becauſe the Lady Rozamond was lately dead. 
Soon after their arrival, Pacolet went to their camp, pretend- 
ing that he was defirous of ſerving Lucar, and was engaged 
by him; but on the ſame night, having firſt caſt him into 2 
profound ſleep, he conveyed him as a priſoner to Angory, 
Lucar, being placed before a fire, awoke, and perceiving the 
trick which had been played him, in a rage ſnatched up a 
knife and plunged it into the body of Facolet, who inſtantly 
fell down dead, Valentine was much grieved at this, and 
approaching the dead body of Pacolet, took out of his boſom 
2 pair of writing-tablets, on which were inſcribed the manner 
of his art, which Pacolet had taught him ſume time before, 
At firſt Valentine determined to put Lucar to death, but upon 
more mature reflection, reſolved to keep him iu confinement, 
in order for his being exchanged for any Chriſtian commander 
who might chance to fall into the enemy's hands. Soon after- 
wards a meſſenger came from Brandiffer, offering either Pe- 
pin, the Emperor, Orſon, or either of the Twelve Peers of 
France, in exchange for Lucar. Valentine was all amazed 
to find ſo many of his deareſt friends priſoners ; but was pre- 
ſenily informed of what had happened at Jeruſalem, and 
ſent word he would have King Pepin reſtored. Now, the 
perſon ſuppoſed by the Sarazens to be King Pepin was no 
otter than Mytlon Davgler, who accordingly was brought to 
Angory to be exchanged for Lucar. As foon as Valentine 
tau him, he was again ftruck with ſurprize, not having re- 

ceived the leaſt intima ion of the noble but dangerous part 
M; lun Daugler had ated at Jerufalem, in perſonating King 
Pepin; but as f on as he heard from that faichful friend an 
account thereof, and of King Pepin himſelf being carried to 
1 dia, he congratulated Myllon Daugler on being rews:ded 
for his zeal wich liberty, whilſt Henry, who biſely refuſed to 
run aoy hazard to ſave his father, was ftill impriſoned in a 
dungeon. Then Valentine determining to take the firſt op- 
portunity of working the releaſe of his uncle iy reality, af- 

H ſeaibled 
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ſembled his troops, and fallying from the city at the head of 
$0,000 men, a#ttacked the befegers with ſuch impetuoſity, 
that, after a conteſt of ſeveral hours, the Indians were totally 
routed, and of their vaſt army not more than 100 eſcaped 
with life. And their Commander in Chief, the Marſhal of 
India, being taken prifoner, Myllon Daugler faid to Valen- 
tine, Sir, we are happy in this priſoner; for he may be ex- 
changed for your uncle King Pepin, Thou baſt well adviſed, 
anſwered Valentine; and, calling the Marſhal before him, 
alked him if his maſter had ill in his ſervice the Chriſtian he 
brought from Jeruſalem ; for, faid he, as I bad always a great 
Iiking to him as my page, 1 would den give you back again 
to recover him, The Marſhal anſwered, that the perſon he 
mentioned was fill at his maſter's comt, and moſt joyfully 
unde rtuok to ure his liberty on the condition propoſed. 
So he immediately wrote to the King of India, who very 
gladly agreed to accept the Marthal, in return for his little 
domeſtic, -not knowing that he was King Pepin. The ex- 
change was accordingly made; and Valentine was the more 
rejoiced at ſeeing once again his dear uncle, in that he learned 
from him where his beloved Clerimond was, and how the 
had feigned herſelf mad to avoid marrying the Indian King, 
and ftill remained faithful to himſelf : whereupon he declared 
he would either procure her freedom or loſe his own life, 
But King Pepin (with M; Hon Daugler) haſtened into France, 
to repel the attacks of Arthur, King of Britain ; who, be heard, 
had ſeized on a large part of his dominions, and had d:iven 
his youngeſt ſon Charles into baniſhment ; hut it was thought 
bet for Valentine to remain at Angory, in order to contrive 
fome means of working the releaſe of his father, Orſon, and 
the Twelve Peers of Frar.ce, from their confinement. / 


CHAP. XXXI. 

How Valentine carried away the Lady Clerimond. from the 
Court of the King of India, aud k:w he releaſed his Father 
aud the other Priſoners from the Caſile. How Haufriy and 
Henry poiſoned King Peyin aud his Queen, and deprived 
young Charles of bis Inheritance, Heu the Emperor of 
Greece, coming to Angory , was unbeppily ſlain by Valentine. 

' Alentine being reſolved to attempt the celiverance of 

Clerimond, repaired to the capital of Ind a, under the 

diſguiſe of a phyſiciav. His firſt care was to ſend a perfon 

about the city to make it known that he would undertake to 
cure all kinds of diſeaſes, both in men and women, madneſs 
itfe f not excepted, This coming to the ears of be King, 
he ſent for him to court, and having informed him of the 

: ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed diſorder of Clerimond, deſired him to attempt her 
cure, to which he readily conſented. Being introduced to the 
Lady, ſhe began to throw things at him, and appeared very 
outrageuus ; but when Valentine had diſmiſſed all attendants, 
and diſcovered himſelf to her, ſhe immediately threw off all 
ſhow of madneſs, and no words cn expreſs the exceſs of joy 
of this faichful couple at meeting again. After ſome time 
ſpent in mutual endearments, they ſet their wits to work to 
conttive ſyme means of eſcape, when Valentine eſp1 ing Paco» 
let's little horfe in a corner, ſaid, Thus mall ie bez; 1 will 
promiſe the King to cure my live of her madness by tz-mor- 
row, hut muſt pretend a neceffity of watching the progreſs of 
her diſorder during the night, in the midſt of which we will 
both mount our old friend's wooden horſe, and take our flight, 
for by certain tablets I crook from Pacolet's boſom, when dead, 
I am perfectly confirmed in his art. Well deviſed, an- 
ſwered Clertmond; be it as you have ſaid, The King was 
highly rejoiced at being told by Valentine his patient would fo 
ſoon be recovered, and readily agreed to his abiding with her 
during the night for that purpoſe. Thus erery thing fucceed- 
ing to their wiſhes, the lovers wvited with impatience till mid- 
night, when the court being retired to reſt, Valentine mounted 
the little horſe, and taking the lady behind him, he turned 
the pin ſo as to dice& his eourſe towards Angory, where he 
and his love ſoon arrived, to the great joy of all their friends, 
an were married the next morning. The King of India 
burned with anger at being deceived, and made diligent pur - 
ſuit after the fu; itives, but all ia vain.,, | 

In the mean time, Queen Be: tha, fearing to fall into the 
hands of Arthur, King of Britain, fled for protection to 
the Earl of Anjou, who was then at the city of Angier, very 
cloſely befieged by Arthur: however, he withftood all the ene- 
my's attempts to compel him to ſurrender ; and 2 
being now arrived, and having got together a large army, ſome of 
thoſe who had declared themſelves for Arthur formed à con- 
ſpiracy againſt him, and ſeizing him in his bed, delivered bim 
into the hands of Pepin, who immediately ordered his head to 
be ſtruck off. By this action the conſpirators boped to recover 
the favour of their ſovereign ; but they found themſelves miſ- 
taken, for Pepin deprived them all of their eftates. 

Valemine alſo was ſucceſsful in making himſelf maſter of 
the caſtle in which his father and the reſt were impriſoned 3 
which he did by the following ſtratagem, He freighted twelve 
ſhips with filks, diamonds, and all manner of riches ; himſelf” 
being diſguiſed as a merchant, Arriving with theſe at the 

H 3 caſtle, 


149 THE FAMOUS HISTORY OF 


_ he ordered the porter to acquaint the Lady Galazy 
he» opt ad * he was come to pay her the uſual tribute 
—— = 2 was required from all veſſels paſſing that 
_— e lady accordingly ſent her Seneſchal to receive the 
—_— * 1 by a ſtrong guard of ſoldiers, all of 
_ _ killed by the mariners, on their coming 
— - VYa-entine then ordered his men to put the Sarazens 
2 33 their armour, and each man to take 2 bundle of 
4 and other merchandize on his ſhoulderz and in this 
. — 5 walked with them towards the caftle. The porter, 
— 3 (fuppoſing them to be the Sarazens who a 
yrs 3 ad left it,) chained up the lions, and let down the 
— ge; thus entering one by one, Valentine's people ſon 
_ e themſelves maſters of this ſtrong fortreſs. n Valen - 
_ 2 Of ering the doors of the dungeon where his friends were 
Cn — out aloud, All you that be alive, come forth! 
OS — ng his voice, called out, Welcome, dear brother! 
2 . fell into a ſwoon for joy; but he ſoon coming 
4 — a - e priſoners left their loathſome cell, when it was 
3 their ragged cloaths and fickly faces, However, 
1 ob 1 = vered with better fare; and after ſpending 
he . te eſtlvity, Haufray and Henry returned to France, 
_— Tach I boring 8 Orſon, and 
—_ — — of 414 — 
n Hautray and Henry arrived at Paris, they were joy - 
— —＋ by the King and Queen ; but thoſe — 
mou — * 2 ter crowned their villainy by cauſing their fa- 
— is Queen to be ſecret'y poiſoned, and by ſeizing 
( 8 government, which belonged of right to young Charles 
22 oy treated as a kitchen boy, till he was at len th 
— privately out of their hands. All thoſe who ſided with 
8 * were im prifoned by the vſurpers, and among the re& 
a 3 — Daugler; but his wife, who was the ſiſter of Charles 
4 tte rs to Valentine, with an account of all that had hap- 
— * Valentine immediately repaired to Paris, by means of 
— REG horſs, and by his art fet all the priſoners at 
hy Y — nl not then take other meaſures againſt the 
— fac aufray and Henry, being obliged to return forthwith 
— . (which he did on the wooden horſe, taking Myl- 
- as pe behind him); for Brandiffer and his allies had now 
2 led another army, ard again la id ſie ge to that city. And 
a = m—_ to the ears of the Emperor and Orſon, they and 
nay night ſer fail from their caſtle to give aſſi ſtarce 
iſtians. On their voyage they fell in with à large 
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fleet, having on board 19,000 choice troops, which were going 
to join the army of Brandifſer. A fierce battle enfued be- 
tween the two fleets, ard the Pagans we:e at length deferred, 
with the loſs of fifteen of their largeſt ſhips and a pr portionabie 
number of meng amongſt the number of the flain was. the 
Pagan Admiral, who was killed by Orſon with a blow of his 
battle - a. After this victory, the Emperor propoſed to his 
companions that they ſhauld put on the Sarazens armour, by 
way of diſguiſe; but this meaſure proved fatal to himſelf in 
the end, as you will fee. When the army of Brandiff r bad 
lain before the city a whole month, without attempting any 
thing, the beſieged, under the command of Myllon Daugler, 
marched out to give them battle. At fieſt the Chriſtians had 
the advantage; Yar, the Pagans having received a reinforce- 
ment of 3000 men, the fight was rene sed with equal fury 
on both tides. The Chriſtians now began to give ground, 
and were on the point of retiring into the city, when they 
were unexpectedly relieved by two valiant Kuights, the one 
named Reynard of Provence, the other Myllon of Dijon, at 
the head of 700 men; the latter preſcatly flew Lucar 
and another King, named Rubres, whilſt Reynard made 
equal flaughter amongſt the Pagans on his fide. At this 
juncture arrived the Emperor of Greece, Orſon, and the 
Green Knight, with their army; and being landed, Valen- 
tine, before proper explanation could take place, miſtaking 
the Emperor from his armour to be a Sarazen, ran at him 
wi:h his ſpear, and thruſt him through, fo that he fell dead 
to the earth. Valentine thereupon cried out, Monty vive 
Greece. But Orſon wept, and ſaid, Brother, .there is ſmall 
conqueſt in this; for you have flain yaur father. When Va- 
lentine heard this, he fell from his horſe, and abandoned 
himſelf to the moſt violent grief. He was at length, hows 
ever, prevailed on to remount his horſe, and again ruſhing 
into the battle, he attacked King Chriſto, who was makin 
eat havoc among the Chriſtians, and flew hin; after which 
- encountered Brandiffer, whom he alfo killed, after a deſ- 
perate combat, in which oy both ftrongly diſplayed their 
valour, The Pagans now on all ſides, and were parſued 
to their ſhips by the Chriſtians with incredible laughter; 
but night coming on, the latter returned to the city. Next 
morning, in burying the dead, there was great lamentation 
mide for the Emperor of Greece; and his body was royally 
interred ia the city of Angory: but Valentine could not be 
comforted, No enemy now remaining, Myllon Daugler 
went back to his own country, after taking leave of Valen- 
It 3 tine, 
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tine, who with his brother Orſon retired into Greece, hav- 
ing firſt crowned the Green Knight King of Angory. 


CHAP. XXXII. 

How Valentine and Orſon agreed to rule jointly in Greece. 
How Valentine went on a Pilgrimage, but returned d. 
| A in the tattered Garb of a Beggar- How Hugon, the 

ing of Hungary, treacberouſly endeavorred, by the Help of 
Galeran, to obtain the Lady Clerimond in Marriage; and 
how he betrayed Orſon and the Green Knight iato the Hands 
of the King of Jury. How the Treachery of Hugon was 
_—_— Valentine; Galeran put to death; Orſon and 

e Green Knight — - ; and Hugon ſlain by the latter. 
HE Empreſs Bellifant, after ſorrowfully lamenting the 
death of her lord and huſband, recommended it to her 
ſons to agree between themſelves which of them ſhould fuc- 
eced their father as Emperor of Greece, when Orſon inſiſted 
that his brother ſhould take that dignity upon himſelf ; but 
to this Valentine objected, and it was at length agreed that 
they ſhould govern the empire together, But Valentine's 
trouble of conſcience encreaſed, and ſoon after he determined 
to go on a pilgrimage to Rome, to do penance and obtain 
abſolution for the unintentional killing of his father. Be- 
fore his departure, he took the Lady Clerimond's wedding- 
ring, and breaking it in two, gave her one half, ard kept the 
other himſelf; telling her to give no credit to any perſon 
who might pretend to come from him, unleſs he produced 
to her his half of the ring. He alſo gave her two letters, 
one for his mother, and the other for Orſon ; but ordered 
her not to deliver them till fifteen days after his departure: 
and then they bid each other farewel with many embraces and 
tears. At the end of fifteen days Clerimond delivered the 
letters to the Empreſs Belliſant and Orſon, on reading of 
which there was lamentation throughout Conſtantino- 
ple, as well as the court, for all were perſuaded from the 

contents that Valentine would never return. 

No, on Valentine's arrival at Rome he met with a Her- 
mit, to whom he confeſſed himſelf, and was enjoined by 
him a ſeven year's penance, during which term he was 
to go very meanly cloathed, to eat no other food than the 
ſcraps which fell from his own table, to lie every night 
on the ground under the ſtairs of his palace, and to keep 
continual ſilence; all which, the Hermit affored-him, being 

. duly performed, he would obtain pardon from hcaven for 

the crime he had committed. Valentine promiſed to obey, 
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and after diſmiſſing his ſervant, retired into the woods, where 
he remained till he was ſo much altered in his perſon, that 
thoſe who had known him beſt were incapable of recollecting 
him. About this time, Fezon, wife of Orſon, hearing that 
he had fallen in love with the Lady Galazy, before mentioned, 
died with grief. Orſon made a year's folemnity of her fu- 
neral, after which ke married the ſaid Lady Galazy, and 
had by her a fon named Orfayr, who in s of time 
became Emperor, 

Valentine now returned to Conſtantinople, clad in the ha- 
bit of a beggar, and went to his brother's palace. Some of 
the attendants would have driven him away, but Orſon re- 
buked them, ſaying he would readily relieve all poor travel- 
lers and pilgrims, in hopes of gaining ſome intelligence of 
his brother, and ordered them to carry him ſome meat and 
wine, of which he refuſed to taſte; but ſeeing a baſket con- 
— the ſcraps, he readily cat of them, and at night re- 
poſed himſelf on ſome ſtraw under the ſtairs, as he had been 
enjoined by the Hermit. 

in thoſe days, Hugon, King of Hungary, arriving at Con- 
ſtantinople, was honourably received. He was very urgent 
with the Lady Clerimond to become his wife, telling her that 
as the had not heard from Valentine for ſo long a time, he 
muſt certainly be dead. The Lady, however, would not liſten 
to his ſuit,but determined to be faithful to her beloved Valen- 
tine, ſaying he was ſurely alive, keeping his half of her wedding 
ring. Hugon, therefore, finding that he could not overcome 
her conſtancy by fair means, had recourſe to fraud as follows: 
Pretending to be going on a pilgrimage to feruſalem, he much 
| Orſon to accompany him thither, to which he con- 

nted, on condition that they ſhould call in their way at 
Angory, and take with them the Green Knight, They did 
ſo, and were magnificently feaſted for ſome days at Angory, 
whence they departed with the Green Knight for Jeruſalem 
but on their arrival in that city Hugon baſely betrayed them 
into the hands of Rabeſtre, the King of Jury, who confined 
them in a dungeon, taking from them their gold ſeals, which 
he delivered to Hugon, according to an agreement previouſly 
made between them. Hugon then wrote two letters, one in 
the name of Orſon, the other in that of the Green Knight, 
and, having ſeated them with their ſeals, diſpatched them by 
a nephew of his, named Galeran, to Conſtantinople, "The 
firſt was expreſſed in theſe terms: 

© Or$0N, by the power of the gods, Emperor of Greece, 
unto the thrice-regowned Sovereign Lady my mother, unto 

| you 
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= my love Galazy, and my ſiſter Clerimond, greeting, 
n 


ow this, that many things are fallen out contrary to our 
expectation, which are here fet down, requiring nothing but 
patience. Ladies, know that I found my brother Valentine 
on his death-bed at Jeruſalem, and a little before his laſt gaſp 
he charged me to ſalute Clerimond in his name, and com- 
mand her, that if ever ſhe marry again ſhe take ſome prince 
to her huſband ; the cauſe why he ſent not the half ring was, 
for that it was flolen from him in his ſickneſs.“ 

The letter in the name of the Green Knight ran thus : 

% R1GHT well-beloved fifter, we have faid enough about 
my brother Valentine; but now we wiſh you, for the great 
beauty wherewith you are adorned, firſt to accompliſh the 


defire of the dead; ſecondly, to increaſe your honour, we 


adviſe you to match with Hugon, King of Hungary, as you 
will avoid our diſpleaſure. And for further authority, we have 
ſealed theſe letters with our own ſeals. Again, know, that 
we cannot yet return, for great wars are fallen between the 
Infidels and Chriſtians, So we leave you to the tuition of 
the Gods.” 

When Galeran came. to Conſtantinople he delivered the 
two letters to the Empreſs and Clerimond, who both moſt 
bitterly lamented the ſuppoſed death of Valentine, and Cleri- 


mond made great complaint of the cruelty of her brothers 


in urging her to a ſecond marriage; declaring it to be her 
determination to remain fingle fur the reſt of her life; but 
in the end the ſuffered herſelf to be prevailed on by the Lady 
Bellifant (who ſuſpected no treachery, but really believed 
Valentine to be dead) to conſent to give her hand to Hugon ; 
but, before the celebration of their nuptials, Valentine, (who 
obſerved all that paſſed, pitied the diſtreſs of his dear Cleri- 
mond, yet durſt not difcover himfelf,) having prayed car neſt- 
ly to the gods, was directed, in a viſion, to betake himſclf 
out of the city, near one of the gates of which he would 
meet a pilgrim, with whom he ſhould exchange babits, and 
in that diſguiſe repair again to his own palace, and there 
diſcover the treachery of Hugon, He obeyed, found the 
pilgrim, and exchanged garments; and, coming to the im- 
perial palace, fo habited, he thus addreſſed the Lady Cleri- 
mond, in the preſence of Hugon and the whole court, 
„Lady, I am ſent to thee with falutations from thy huſband 
Valentine, who will be with thee in the ſpace of three 
% days.“ When Hugon, who ftood by, heard theſe words, 
he ſecretly quitted the palace, and mounting his horſe re- 
turned to his own dominions. . 
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had been made for him in vain, the Lady Belliſant ordered 
Galeran to be ſeized, and he being brought into her preſence 
confeſſed the treachery of himſelf and his uncle Hugon, and 
was therenpon put to death. 

The __ Jury made an offer to Orſon and the Green 


Knight to ſet them at liberty, on condition that they ſhould 
ſurrender to him the city of Angory. This they refuſed, 
unteſs he would alſo conſent to releaſe Hugon, whom they 
imagined to have been made priſoner by him at the ſame 
time with themſelves; but when they heard that it was Hu- 
on who had betrayed them into his hands, they vowed to 
revenged on him, and yielded without reluctance to the 
propoſal made to them by the King of Jury, | 
When they arrived at Conſtantinople, they aſſembled an 
army, and again laid fiege to Angory, which city was then 
in the poſſeſſion of Hugon, who offered to ſurrender it to 
them, with four horſe-load of gold, and to engage in ſingle 
combat, if any perſon there, Orſon excepted, would dare 
to brand him with the name of traitor. This challenge was 
accepted by the Green Knight; and the combatants being 
met, firſt encountered each other with their ſpears, and after- 
wards with their ſwords. At length the Green Knight gave 
his antagoniſt ſo ſevere a ſtroke that he cut off part of his 
head, and he fell to the earth in a ſwoon; but coming to 
himſelf again, he requeſted that a prieſt might be ſent for, to 
whom he confeſſed the treaſon of which he had been guilty 
and ſoon afterwards expired. The beſieged hereupon opened 
their gates to Orfon, and gave him poſſeſſion of the city 


after which he returned back to Conſtaatinople., 


CHAP, XXXIII. 
How, at the Expiration of ſeven Years, Valentine died at the Pa- 
lace of Conſtantinople ; and how,after the Death of hs 2d Wife 
Galazy, Orſon reſigned the Government, and turned Hermit. 
EVEN years being elapſed, Valentine was ſeized with a 
mortal diſtemper; and a very ſhort time before his death 
an angel appeared to him, warning him that he mult very 


ſoon quit the world. At this news he, by his geſtures, for 


he was not able to ſpeak, expreſſed great Joy and making 
ſigns for pen and ink to be brought him, he wrote down 

that it was himſelf, who, habited like a pilgrim, manifeſted 
Hugon's treaſon. Then, incloſing the half-ring which he 
had received from Clerimond, he put his name to the letter, 
te1rlcd it, and, holding it in his hand, ſtretched himfelf out 
and died, When Orſon heard of the ſuppoſed pilgrim's 
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death, he was much grieved thereat, and, approaching the 
dead body, attempted to take the letter out of his hand, but 
all in vain. Then came Clerimond, and as foon as the laid 
hold on the paper the hand opened of itſelf. This letter be- 
ing read, every one made great lamentation for the death of 
Valentine, in particular Clerimond, who threw herſelf on the 
body, and for a long time refuſed all comfort; nor could ſhe 
ever be prevailed on to enter into a ſecond marriage. 

Orſon governed the empire ) years, and had another fon by 
his wife Galazy, whom he named Morant; and this ſon af- 
terwards became King of Angory. The death of Galazy, 
which happened ſome time after, afflicted Orſon- to, that de- 

„that he withdrew from his palace, and retired into a 
reſt, where he ſubliſted ſolely on bread and roots. One 
night he had a viſion, which was glorious beyond all deſerip- 
tion; and, returning the next day to his palace, he ſaid to 
the Green Knight, Sir, I ſee the uncertainty of the world, 
for which I am willing to reſign my children unto you: and 
I defire you will ſee them well educated, that they way be fit 
to govern ſuch a people; for I will ſyend the reſt of my days 
in folitary contemplation. Then taking folemn leave, he 
went back to the foreſt, where he ſpent the remainder of his 
days in abſtinence and prayer. The Green Knight, after his 
death, faithfully governed his children, ſo that they carefully 


ſpent their time on carth, and followed their f to his 


grave, 


IN D EX. 

OW King Pepin baniſhed bis Rertha; and how 

he gave his ſiſter Belliſant in marriage to Alexander, 
Ewperor of Conſtantinople. page 7.—How the Arch- prieſt 
of Conſlantinople betrayed the Emperor his lord and maſter, 
in making love to the Empreſs; and what evil followed, p. 10. 
— How the Arch-rrieft put on the habit of a knight at arms, 
and, being well mounted, followed the Empreſs Belliſant; how 
in her baniſhment ſhe was delivered of two ſons in the wood, 
whoſe names were Valentine and Orſon; and how ſhe loſt 
them, p. 19.— Of the Bear that took away one of the children, 
p. 27.—How, by the counſcl of the Arch-prieſt, new cuſ- 
toms and taxations were raiſed in the city of Conſtantinople; 
and how the treaſon came to light. How the Emperor, by 
the advice of his nobility, ſent for King Pepin to fee the 
combat fought between the Arch-prieſt and the Merchant, 
p. 29.— How the Merchant and Arch-prieſt encountered, at 
the place appointed, about the cle:ring the Lady Belliſant, 
and what a glorious victory did betide the Merchant. How 
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King Pepin, after the combat, returned into France; and af- 
terwards failed to Rome, to ſight the Sarazens that had ſur- 
prized the city, p. 36.— How King Pepin beſieged Rome; 
and how Valentine juſted with the Admiral of the Sarazens, 
and flew him, whereby the city was rclieved, and won again 
from the Sarazens, p. 44.—How Hanfray and Henry repined 
at the love the King ſhewed towards Valentine, p. 49. —How 
Valentine conquered the wild Man in the foreſt of Orleans, 
and afterwards departed with him to the city of Orleans, 
where King Pepin reſided, p. 53.—How Haufray and Henty 
took counſel together to murder Valentine in the chamber gf 
Eghaatine; and how Duke Savary ſent unto King Pepin for 

id againſt the Green Kaight, who would have his daughter 
in marriage againſt his will, p. 60.— os Valentine and Or- 
ton ſet out for Acquitain ; and how Haufray and Heary 
lay in ambuſh to take away the life of Valentine, p. 65.—— 
How Orſon and Grygar fought together; how Orfon 
cauſed Grygar to conſeſs the treaſon; and how Valentine was 
delivered from the dungeon, p. 69. —— How Valentine en- 
countered the Green Knight, but could not overcome him; 
and what followed thereof, 78.— How Valentine ſent Orſon 
on the morrow to fight the Green Knight; and how Orfon 
conguered, &c. p.83.—How Orſon was made ſure to the Lady 
Fezon; how an angel appeared unto Valentine; and how the 


Green Knight was chriſtened, and ſent to King Pepin, p. 86. 


Ho King Pepin came to know that Valentine and Orſon 
were his nephews, &c. p. 89.—How King Pepin departed for 
Greece, and found Conſtantinople beſieged by the Soldan of 
Egypt; and of the battle that was fought before the city, 
p. 93-—How Valeatine and Orſon arrived at the ſtrong caſtle 
wherein fair Clerimond was; and how by the brazen head 
they had knowledge of their parents, p. ga —How Cleri- 
mond fell deeply in love with Valentine; and how he juſted 
for the entrance, and overcame the Seueſchal, p. g6.—Liow 
Valentine ſhewed Clerimond her brother's ring > and how he 
queſtioned with the brazen head, p. 98.——tHow the giant 
Ferragus had knowlcdge of what paſled between his ſiſter and 
Valentine, by means of one Pacolet, a dwarf and an en- 
chanter, p. 100,->How Pacolct made a molt expeditious 
journey into Portugal, to fee the Lady Belliſant, Valentine's 
mother; his returning back, and the news that he brought, 
p- 102.—How Valentine and Orion were betrayed by the 
treachery of Ferragus. How he committed them to priſon; 
and how Pacolet the dwarf comforted the Ladies Bellifant 
and Clerimond, p. 104.—How by art Pagolet ſet free Valen- 
tine and Orſoa from the prifou of Berragus, and of their 
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arrival at the caſtle of Clerimond. How Valentine and Orſon 
failed with the two Ladies into Acquitain. How King Fer- 
ragus aſſembled all his men of war, to take revenge upon 
Valentine and his fiſter Clerimond. How he made war on 
Acquitain. How the Duke was tanken priſoner in battle by 
Ferragus, but afterwards ſet free y on and Pacolet; and 
how Orſon tried the conſtancy of Lady Fezon before he 
married her, p. 107.—Of the affecting tale of the Empreſs to 
Valentine; and what ſpeeches paſſed between him and his father 
and uncle; and how Valentine and the Green Knight were 
taken priſoners, but delivered, p. 116.—How King Tfompart 
came before Acquitain, to ſuccour Ferragus; how the King 
of India cauſed Trempart's head to be ftruck off; how Pa- 
colet, in woman's cloaths, revenged himfelf on Adrimain for 
ſtealing his horſe. and carrying away Clerimond ; how Fer- 
ragus was flain ; and how the Emperor received Orſon and the 
Empreſs Bellifant, 123.— How Orſon was accuſed of a defign 
of murdering King Pepin in France, but proved his inno- 
cence by fighting his accuſers; how Valentine killed a dragon ; 
and how the Emperor of Greece and the Green Knight were 
taken puny. p- 132, — How Clerimond feigned herſelf 
mad; Low King Lucar determined to revenge Trompart's 
death; how Rozamond, his wiſe, contrived to be carried off 
dy the King of India; and how King Pepin took the city of 
Angory, p. 137.—How Valentine heard tidings of his father, 
&c. of King Pepin's viſion ; and how Haufray was caught in 
his own ſnare, p. 141.,—How Myllon Daugler perſonated K. 
Pepin, when they and their companions fell into the hands of 
Brandiffer ; how Brandiffer exchanged Myllon Daugler for 
King Lucar, who had been carried off by Pacolet ; and how 
I. ucar ſtabbed Pacolet, p. 144. —How Valentine recovered 
Clerimond, and releaſed his father, Orſon, &c. how Hauft 
and Henry poiſoned King Pepin and his ; and how t 
Emperor of Greece was — flain by his fon Valentine, 

. 146.— How Valentine and Orſon agreed to rule jointly in 

reece; how Valentine went on 'a pilgrimage, but returned 
in diſguiſe, habited as a beggar ; how Hugon treacherouſly en- 
deavoured to obtain Clerimond in marriage, which Valentine 

revented s how Orſon and the Green Knight were betrayed by 
— ; how Galeran, his accomplice, was put to death, and 
Hugon himſelf flain by the Green Knight, p. 1 50.—-How Va- 
lentine died, and Orſon turned hermit, p. 153. 
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